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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE ISSUE of more licences well ahead of starting dates for 
the City of London was announced by the Prime Minister at 


Guildhall on Monday. 


p. 727 


4 CHAIR OF ARCHITECTURE (part-time) is to be estab- 


lished at Leeds University under the will of a Leeds quantity 


surveyor, 


p. 727 


THE RIBA dinner will be held at Grosvenor House on February 19 


next. 


p. 743 


4 SYMPOSIUM on building for agriculture is to be held by 


the Architectural Association. 


p. 743 


4 REVIEW OF EXHIBITS at the Building Exhibition, 
(0 be opened by Mr. Macmillan on Wednesday next, begins 


on page 


p. 745 


THAT “a bonus scheme is no panacea but depends on good organ- 
sation to be fully effective’? is a conclusion drawn by the 
authors of an article on “ Incentive Schemes in House-Build- 


” 


ing, 


p. 758 


4 RETURN to allocation of starting dates for local authority 
housing schemes is impending. 


p. 761 


ALL RENTS of their houses are to be increased to full economic 
level (subject to tenants’ needs) by Orpington UDC. 


p. 761 


FURTHER THOUGHTS ON RENTS 
AND REPAIRS 


MORE detailed examination of last week’s White Paper 
confirms the first impression that the Government’s 
proposals are on the whole soundly based, and should enable 
many thousands of existing dwellings to be kept in a much 
better state of repair. Nevertheless, there are a number of 
matters to which further consideration ought to be given, 
and it is doubtful whether the present proposals will provide 
a permanent solution of the housing problem. 

The Government propose to allow private landlords in 
England and Wales to raise the rents of controlled houses by 
twice the amount of the statutory repairs deduction, but the 
maximum rent will be limited to twice the gross value, and 
the landlord will have had to have spent a certain sum on 
repairs in the immediate past. A typical working class house 
in the provinces has a gross value of {16 and a rateable value 
of {10. The statutory deduction is £6, so that the landlord 
will be able in this case to raise the rent by not more than 
£12 a year. The maximum rent he will be allowed to charge 
will be £32, excluding rates and, presumably, any permitted 
increase for improvements made in the past. (The White 
Paper unfortunately does not make this clear, and uses the 
word “‘ rent’ in a very loose manner ; this careless drafting 
may mislead many people as to the real effect of the Govern- 
ment’s proposals). In Scotland there is to be a flat rate 
increase of 40 per cent, and a limit is to be put to the landlord’s 
liability for rates. 

These increases will be scarcely enough to keep in good 
repair houses which are already in fairly good condition. The 
Girdwood Committee showed that in a Grade A district it 
now costs, on average, {316 to do what would have cost £100 
in 1939. ‘The Government seem to have overlooked the point 
that in the lower-graded districts the rise in repair costs has 
been greater. The proposed rent increase of twice the statu- 
tory deduction falls somewhat short, even in a Grade A 
district, of compensating the landlord for the rise in repair 
costs since 1939, and no allowance is made for the rise in the 
cost of management and insurances. The equivalent Scottish 
committee reported that the landlord required a net increase 
in income of 42 per cent. This figure allows for the increase 
in owners’ rates, management costs and insurances, and to 
that extent is more nearly related to the landlord’s needs than 
the Girdwood figure. But the Scottish report was made last 
December—though not published until last month—and 
therefore does not take into account the increase of 2d. an 
hour in Scottish wages which occurred in February. Neither 
the proposals for England and Wales nor those for Scotland 
makes any allowance for further increases in the cost of repairs. 
Fortunately, materials prices are fairly steady at the moment— 
perhaps even a little lower—but recent trends in the index 
of retail prices suggest that a further increase in wages is 
quite likely to occur next February even before the new 
proposals have been given legislative effect. Assuming no 
change in materials prices, a wage increase of 1d. an hour 
would, according to our calculations, raise the Girdwood 
index from 316 to 334. 

An even more serious criticism of the Government’s proposals 
is that they do not take into account the need for a greater 
volume of repair than in 1939 because of the increased age of 
houses and the deterioration caused during the war. The 
Government’s attitude appears to be that the landlord is not 
entitled to any increase in rent because of these factors. "To 
quote Mr. Macmillan’s speech last week: “‘ A landlord, of 
course, will not be entitled to claim the repairs increase just 
because he has conformed with the minimum duty of making 
only essential repairs, making the house fit for human habi- 
tation.”” The same point is made in paragraph 72 of the 
White Paper. In paragraph 68, however, the Government say 
that comparatively little use has been made since the war of 
local authorities’ powers to compel repairs, chiefly because of 
post-war licensing control. But if building licensing in 
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fact, been so strict that local councils could not use their 
statutory powers, it is certainly unfair to penalise the landlord 
for not having carried out repairs during those years. 

Some houses have, of course, been kept in a reasonable state 
of repair because the landlord has spent (in spite of licensing) 
more on the property than the statutory deduction; that is, he 
has spent on repairs some or indeed all of the money which in 
1939 would have been regarded as his return on his investment. 
This class of landlord will benefit in the future in so far and for 
as long as the new rent increase really proves adequate for 
current repairs. 

A large number of rent-controlled houses, however, need a 
good deal of reconditioning in addition to current repair. 
Where this cannot be done at reasonable expense, the Govern- 
ment propose that the local authority should acquire the pro- 
perty at site value and make the house as tolerable as possible 
to live in, pending demolition. It seems clear that in some of 
the industrial towns of the north, the local council will have to 
take over and repair a very large number of houses. In Sal- 
ford, for instance, more than one-quarter of the houses within 
the city boundary have been condemned. Manchester has 
68,000 dwellings unfit for human habitation, Sheffield some 
19,000 and Leeds over 20,000. These figures exclude houses 
degenerating into slums but not yet condemned. ‘The Govern- 
ment’s intentions as to the reconditioning of these houses are 
not yet clear. Mr. Macmillan spoke in the House as if only 
essential structural repairs were to be done, but some local 
authority officials seem to be thinking in terms of installing 
baths, wash basins, and hot water systems. Manchester Cor- 
poration officials are reported to have said that their slums could 
be made structurally sound and baths, etc., installed at a cost 
of £200 a house ; in the case of houses which have to remain 
in occupation for another 10 to 20 years this would seem a 
reasonable expenditure, particularly if linked with some increase 
in rent to the tenant. Local authorities are to receive some 
additional Government assistance for this first-aid work, and 
it is to be hoped that they will be allowed to get on the job. 
We may also hope that local authorities will press on with 
their schemes for slum-clearance. Such schemes will form a 
useful reservoir of work for the building industry when the 
services of large contracting firms at present engaged on defence 
work become available. It is important, however, that local 
authorities should have their architectural plans ready in 
advance, and some form of Government assistance directed 
towards this end is undoubtedly called for. 

Many, perhaps most, rent-controlled houses fall into an 
intermediate category between those which are already in good 
condition and those which are clearly slums. These are houses 
which fall short of the full standards of fitness for human 
habitation, but can be made fit at reasonable expense. Local 
councils already have powers to compel landlords to repair 
houses which are in any respect unfit for human habitation, 
and the Government intend that fuller use of these powers 
should be made than has been the case during the last few 
years. The phrase “‘ reasonable expense’’ refers, however, 
to the value of the property and not to the landlord’s pocket. 
There are undoubtedly many landlords who have not the 
available resources to put their houses into fully habitable 
condition. It is of little use to say that the landlord has a 
statutory duty to do this, or that the property has been “ ex- 
ploited’’’ in the past. The important fact is that the present 
owners, for reasons good or bad, have not got the money—a 
fact which sanitary inspectors have recognised in carrying out 
their duties. In these cases, it seems, the local authorities 
will have to exercise their right to do work themselves and 
recover the cost by instalments; they may have difficulty, 
however, in recovering their expenditure where the property 
is already mortgaged, and it seems probable that local authorities 
will be forced into spending money on many more ‘houses 
besides those classified as slums. 

It must not be forgotten, however, that money spent by local 
authorities has to come either from the ratepayer or, by way of 
Government grant, from the taxpayer. Some of the burden, 
therefore, will fall on the tenants themselves in their capacity 
of ratepayers and taxpayers. But the burden will also fall on 
other ratepayers and taxpayers who will therefore be subsidising 
the rents of these tenants. "The question arises as to how far 
this process of subsidising yet another class of tenant should go. 
The Government will do well to consider how far it would not 


...be more equitable to make it easier for the landlord to do the 
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necessary repairs. The difficulty is, of course, a political one 
and no Government wishes to incur the odium of appearing to 
help landlords. But this attitude is neither fair nor realistic . 
if the private landlord is to remain—and the alternative jg fo, 
all houses to let to be taken over by either the local authorities 
or the State—the private landlord must be allowed to secure g 
reasonable return on his property. In the House of Commons 
debate it was Mr. Aneurin Bevan who posed the dilemma most 
effectively. His solution—that all houses to let should be 
taken over by the local authorities—will probably not be accept- 
able to most people, but if that solution is rejected, the Govern. 
ment must face up to its responsibility and see that the landlord 
is given a fair chance. 

This is of importance not only in connection with repairs. 
It is of even more importance perhaps in connection with 
improvements. The Government hope that more use will be 
made of the provisions of the Housing Act, 1949, for improve- 
ment grants ; and to encourage improvements they propose to 
raise the amount which the landlord can charge from six to 
eight per cent per annum of his own contribution to the cost 
of the improvement scheme. It remains to be seen how many 
landlords will be prepared to put money into a rapidly wasting 
asset for a return of eight per cent, particularly in view of the 
thinly-disguised hostility towards landlords which is found 
even in Government circles. "The Government are, of course, 
right to stress the need for improvement schemes ; there are 
many thousands of houses which are structurally sound and 
could be made into attractive dwellings if provided with modern 
amenities, but if the Government want the job done by private 
enterprise they may have to offer more attractive terms. 


BUILDING ON SHOW 


WITH a further lifting of controls on new building con- 

fidently predicted for the near future, and an additional 
volume of jobbing work likely to result from the courageous 
attack upon slums and near-slums of which Mr. Harold 
Macmillan has given notice, the building industry is in train 
for an even busier future. Under the stimulus of Sir David 
Eccles, Minister of Works, the production of key materials, 


especially bricks and cement, is rapidly drawing abreast of § 


the ability of the present labour force to employ them ; this 
trend is one on which the materials industries themselves 
deserve the nation’s thanks. There is reason to believe that 


by next autumn, as the defence building programme passes 
its peak, materials and using capacity should be in near § 


equilibrium. 


The industry’s task and responsibility must now be to secure J 


a substantial cut in the current level of cost. Shortage of 


materials and equipment has been the main reason advanced for | 
the restricted front on which monetary incentive systems have § 
With the materials situation eased, the way 8 § 
open for the extended use of the bonus system, in maintenance § 


work as well as on new contract building, as a first step t0- § 
c 


so far operated. 


wards bringing down the swollen cost of construction. 
next step is equally clear—there must be increasec 


1 use of @ 
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mechanisation to enable the operatives to reach and beat their & 


targets. 


speed and lower cost. ’ 

The Building Exhibition opening at Olympia on WV ednesday 
next comes at a singularly appropriate time, in vieW of the 
impending legislation affecting building. ‘The number . 
exhibits to be shown is a record for the 58 years in which = 
Montgomery family (beginning with the founder of the exhi / 
tion, the late H. Greville Montgomery) have been connecté 
with this great show whose Silver Jubilee, falling this aa 
has fittingly been honoured with the patronage of the set 
Edinburgh. At Olympia will be found the greatest disp it 
of building materials, plant and equipment—some of it 


: : s sai ht 
tional, some new and all of it tried and proved ~ I ery 
together under one roof. Intending exporters wi) we ding 
couragement, not least among them the pretabricee. al a 


industry which has made such a resounding contr! py 8 
recent years to balancing the national Exchequer. \ ‘es 
gratulate Mrs. Molly Montgomery and her son tar a 
Montgomery—latest holders of what is now a family traditt 
and wish them and their great Exhibition well. 


New, tested materials, methods and plant must “ a 
utilised to the full where they give increased efficiency, greater | 
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NOTES & NEWS 


REBUILDING THE CITY 


HE Prime Minister had good news for 

all who are interested in the rebuilding 
of the City of London, when he spoke at 
the Lord Mayor’s Banquet at Guildhall, 
on Monday night. After referring to 
licences already granted, he said: ‘“‘ We 
now intend to issue more licences well 
ahead of starting date and to maintain a 
steady rhythm of rebuilding within the 
limits of labour and material available.’’ 
With this in view Sir David Eccles, 
Minister of Works, would be having early 
consultations with those concerned in 
order to decide how the licences should be 
allotted. 

Referring to war damage, Sir Winston 
Churchill said that the City was indeed 
“a shocking sight and one can hardly 
think of a worse advertisement of British 
recovery and strength... The City 
was not very generously treated by our 
predecessors.” 


NEW CHAIR OF ARCHITECTURE 


A PART-TIME CHAIR of Architecture is to 
be established at Leeds University. "This 
has been made possible by the provisions 
of the will of a Leeds quantity surveyor, 
Mr. W. Hoffman Wood, who died in 
1933. Mr. Wood directed that the 
residue of his estate, about £20,000, 
together with any accumulated income, 
should be transferred to the university on 
condition that a Chair of Architecture 
de founded within 21 years of his death. 
The holder of the Chair, appointed for a 
imited number of years, will deliver 
ectures on architectural subjects and 
undertake further duties which may be 
assigned to him by the Council. Lectures 
will be open to members of the City of 
Leeds School of Architecture. 


CASSON’S WATER COLOURS 


At THE Architectural Association until 
November 20, is to be seen an exhibition 
ot 41 water-colour drawings by its 
president, Sir Hugh Casson, RDI, FRIBA. 
They are excellent examples of those small 
and delightfully spontaneous sketches for 
which Sir Hugh has long been noted. 
Executed with a certain lyrical gaiety 
and economy of effort, all of them are 
characteristic of their author both in 
‘iis and in other fields of his work. 
Subject matter covers buildings in 
Progress during the construction of the 
Festival of Britain on the South Bank, 
and sketches in London and abroad 
anne some in South Africa, Ireland, 
pom Scandinavia. They range over 
— Scenes, airports, seascapes, building 
ag café scenes. All are small and 
ae in white mounts and those not 
me marked as reserved on the pro- 
te € can be purchased, though few 
ay now be left unsold. 


GIFT TO ARCHITECT 

Fo BUTS to the work of Mr. A. G. 

ae ge, ARIBA, retiring City Architect, 
t€ paid at a ceremony held recently in 
¢ City Chambers, Edinburgh. Col- 
’ €s in the City Architect’s and other 
Partments of Edinburgh Corporation 


— 4 presentation to Mr. and Mrs. 
Orgie, 
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THE LATE MR. WILLIAM MILBURN 


WE REGRET to announce the death of 
Mr. William Milburn, FRIBA, principal 
of Messrs. William and 'T. R. Milburn, of 
Sunderland. 


VACANT POSTS 


GLAMORGAN County CouNcIL invite 
applications by November 30 for the post 
of County Architect. Salary £2,400, rising 
to £2,800. Details advertised elsewhere in 
this issue. 


SOUTHPORT FINANCE Committee have 
decided to invite applications for the post 
of chief officer in control of the engineering, 
surveying, architects’ and town planning 
departments of the corporation at a 
commencing salary, according to qualifica- 
tions and experience, ranging from £1,400 
to £1,650 a year, with five annual incre- 
ments of £50. The post has become 
vacant on the retirement of the Borough 
Engineer, Mr. H. Bunting. 


RICS ROYAL ELECTION 


AT A GENERAL MEETING held at The 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
on November 9, HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh was unanimously elected an 
honorary member of the Institution. 


WORKING-CLASS HOUSING 

THE NEXT MEETING of the RIBA 
Library Group, which is to be held on 
November 16, at 66, Portland-place, W1, 
will be devoted to consideration of nine- 
teenth-century working-class housing and, 
in particular, the work of Henry Roberts. 
Mr. Arthur M. Foyle, ARIBA, will intro- 
duce the subject. 


RIBA BRONZE MEDAL AWARD 


"THE COUNCIL of the RIBA has approved 
the recommendation of the jury appointed 
by the Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln 
Society of Architects that the award of 
the RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal in 
respect of the best building completed 
during the three years ended December 31, 
1952, in the area of the Society, be made 
in favour of the new generating station for 
the British Electricity Authority, at Stay- 
thorpe, Notts, designed by Messrs. Cecil 
Howitt and Partners, FRIBA. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. STANLEY GRIFFITH AND PARTNERS (Robert 
Caira and W. B. Hepburn), quantity surveyors, have 
taken into partnership Mr. E. A RamacGce, ARICS. 
The practice will be carried on at 36, Victoria-street, 
Westminster, SW1 (tel.: Abbey 3346 and 4740). The 
name of the firm will remain unaltered. 

Messrs. GASKELL BROWN, quantity surveyors, of 4, 
‘Tavistock-road, Drake Circus, Plymouth and 3, All 
Saints Court, Corn-street, Bristol, announce that they 
will in future practise under the style of Messrs. Gas- 
KELL BROWN AND PARTNERS, and that the firm now 
comprises Messrs. D. GASKELL BROwN, FIAS, AIQS, 
L. J. Mitts, ARICS, and R. G. Pactripce, AIQS. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, November 12, 1853 

How To Buitp a Happy Home.—We 
find this prescription floating through 
some of the country papers. Six things 
dre requisite to build a Happy Home. 
Integrity must be the architect, tidiness 
the upholsterer. It must be warmed by 
affection, lighted up with cheerfulness, 
and industry must be the ventilator, 
renewing the atmosphere and bringing 
in fresh salubrity day by day, while overall, 
as a protecting canopy and glory, nothing 
will suffice except the blessing of God. 














‘*I’m hoping to learn from the 
Building Exhibition exactly what 
to tell our Landlord !”’ 








COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
NATIONAL BooK LEAGUE.—Versailles Exhibition of 
books and pictures. 7, Albemarle-street, W1. Mondays 
to Saturdays 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursdays 11 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Continuing until January 16. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

RIBA.—Library Group meeting. 66, Portland-place, 
Wl. 6pm, 

BERKELEY Gaasenme— Opening. 06 an exhibition of 
drawings and paintings by the Borough Bottega and 
L. Marr and D. Scott. 20, Davies-street, W1. 4 p.m. 
Continuing until December 4. Daily 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
RIBA.—Exhibition of premiated drawi in connec- 
tion with the Franco-British Union of Architects. 
66, Portland-place, W1. 3.30 p.m. Continuing until 
November 21. Daily 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.- 


2°’ p.m. 

RICS.—Quantity Surveyors annual dinner at which 
Sir David Eccles, Minister of Works, will be present. 
Grosvenor House, London. 7 p.m. 

CHADWICK PusLic Lecrurgs.—‘ The Public Health 
Significance of Environmental Control by Engineering 
Means,” by Dr. John A. Logan in collaboration with 
Dr. R. P. Burden. 90, Buckingham Palace-road, SW1. 


5.30 p.m. 
HousinG CENTRE.—Discussion on “ The Future of 
Almshouses.”’ 13, Suffolk-street, SW1. 4 p.m, 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 
BUILDING EXHIBITION.—Opening by Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Govern- 
ment, of the Building Exhibition, Olympia. 12 noon. 
Royal CoL.ece oF Art.—First of series of six lectures 
on ‘* W. R. Lethaby and his Times,” by Prof. Basil R. 
Ward, FRIBA. 66, Poriland-place,W1, 5 p.m. 
Roya. Society oF ArtTs.—Opening of the 200th 
session. An inaugural address will be given by the 
Earl of Radnor. John Adam-street, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 
ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—Supper and debate on 
proposition: “ That the New Towns are a Failure.”’ 
Chez Auguste, 47, Frith-street, Soho. 7.30 p.m. 
RIBA.—Travelli: exhibition, “Homes and Sur- 


roundings.’’ York S l of Arts and Crafts, Exhibition- 

square, York. Continuing until December 2. 
COMBUSTION ENGINEERING ASSOCIATION.—Fuel 

Efficiency Exhibition. City Hail ate 


, Deansgate, 
Manchester. Continuing until November 28. Weekdays 
10.30 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturdays 10.30 a.m.-9 p.m. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

TowN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
Conference on “ Financial Problems of Planning.’’ 
County Hall, London, SE1. 10.15 a.m, Continuing on 
November 20. 

RICS (JuNtIoR ORGANISATION).—“ Contractors’ Plant 
and Its Effect on Building Costs,”’ by Mr. J. Dallimore. 
Conference Room, Building Exhibition, Olympia. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
RIBA Cricket Civs.—Annual al meeting and 
dinner. AA, 34, Bedford-square, WC1. 6.15 p.m. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

Section AA THEATRE Group.—‘ The Diary of a 
Scoundrel,”” by Ostrovsky. Boltons Theatre, Drayton- 
gardens, Kensington, SW10. 7.30 p.m. Performance 
also on November 22 and 23. 
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FOUR LONDON 
EXHIBITIONS 


Medieval Frescoes, Spanish Archi- 
tecture, Modern Tableware and 
Roman Portrait Busts 


OMETIMES it seems that architects 
are tending to become narrower 
in their interests, and that this may be 
reflected in their work. It requires positive 
action to maintain a wide-angle interest, 
but if we are to regain our authority in 
matters of taste, as well as technique, this 
seems essential. 
For most of us it is simply a matter of 
spare time. Perhaps a part-time critic 
can help by acting as the hare in a sort of 
hare-and-hounds, and laying a few paper 
trails leading away from the ‘“ shop.”’ 

Four samples follow. 

YUGOSLAV MEDIEVAL FRESCOES 
(At the Tate Gallery, until December 13.) 
This exhibition consists of replicas by 

French copyists invited after the war to 

Yugoslavia to set up a Gallery of Frescoes 

in Belgrade. Its value to the student is 

enormous, the exhibits being authoritative 
copies made on the spot by artists working 
in the original medium, thus effectively 
following up the Arts Council’s equally 
splendid show of Ravenna mosaic replicas, 
for the hand of the artist carries infinitely 
more conviction than the word of the most 
erudite art-historian. Probably one of the 
most baneful factors in the formation of 
taste has been the reproduction in a 





St. Ratnik. From the exhibition of 
Yugoslav Medieval Paintings, 
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The Agricultural Exhibition, Madrid, by Caprero, from the current exhibition of 
Contemporary Spanish Architecture. 


different medium of classical art at 
second- or third-hand, and these exhibi- 
tions are the best way of removing the 
spectacles through which most of us are 
still viewing the past, failing opportunity 
for first-hand study. 

You do not have to be of a Gothic per- 
suasion to enjoy this one. There is more 
variety than the subject might suggest, 
and incidentally an absorbing game of 
“‘ influence-spotting’’ can be played. 
That the main one is Byzantine goes 
without saying, but is a half-truth; for 
here the roots plainly extend beyond, 
into whatever was the mysterious subsoil. 
The thought is as provocative, and as 
bafHing, as some others prompted by 
Etruscan art, and oddly relates this exhi- 
bition to that of Roman Portrait Busts. 

A Serbian style subsequently developed, 
which is identifiable though subject to 
other influences. Simultaneously, however, 
there was an infiltration of more “ north- 
ern’’ Gothic. The result of all this is a 
fascinating microcosm of the whole 
European development of fresco, subtly 
unlike either the Italian or the German 


schools, though no conscious national 
style is claimed for it. 
The introduction to the catalogue 


repays careful reading. For those more 
interested in subject than treatment, the 
religious import of many of the frescoes 
is peculiarly moving, and rigid hieratic 
control of subject, treatment and (appar- 
ently) even disposition on the walls of 
buildings has led to less “‘ mass produc- 
tion’’ than is evident elsewhere. 


CONTEMPORARY SPANISH 
ARCHITECTURE 

For two reasons, I wish I could write 
with more enthusiasm about this exhibi- 
tion, at the Building Centre until Novem- 
ber 21; first, because we are all in the 
position of hosts to architects of a nation 
proverbial for its courtesy ; and secondly, 
because the Building Centre is doing a 
useful service in periodically showing us 
what goes on abroad. 

The exhibition happens to follow the 
Brazilian one which set such a cracking 
pace, and though comparison would be 


unfair for a number of reasons, one cannot 
help feeling that either insufficient thought 


or too perfunctory advice was given to the § 


selection of the Spanish Sure] 


one. 


people who would visit such an exhibition § 


want to see architecture not quite s 
devotedly following a tradition in any case 
unfamiliar to many of them. Some of 
the less traditional buildings are rather 
shocking : is it perhaps too much to suspect 
the dead hand of political ideology? One 
monstrous building illustrates what we 
have come to associate with countries 
where this fatal interference with reality 
is tolerated. 

This may seem a lot of grousing about 
an exhibition worth a visit if not perhaps 
up to the usual standard. | 
buildings (the title of the exhibition 1s 


The really old 































misleading) are best taken first as a lead-in § 


to a contemporary “Spanish Style, 


sometimes of almost Hollywood self- 


consciousness. Of the former, Casa de 
los Picos, Segovia, confirms its photogenic 


qualities shown recently in the ane" 4 


Architectural Photography Exhibition. 
Baroque doorway of terrific exuberanc: 


from the Palacio de los Marqueses do los & 
Aquas, Valencia, illustrates that the con- J 


tinuation of a tradition may depend on 


al g 
wealth and artistry as well as materials y 
and craftsmanship. My own preference ls § 


for the Agricultural Exhibition, Madrid 
The general flavour suggests that “ 
Spanish architect may be putting 1” 
adjectives ‘‘modern”’ and ” traditiona 
too prominently in mental inven 
mas, the result being (paradoxically 


hte J} th apart # 
that one cannot always tell them apal' @ 


at first glance. 


“ROUND THE TABLE” 
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. : gent- § 
(At the Tea Centre, Lower Rege 


street, until November 20.) 

This consists of pottery, Sia: 
ware and kitchenware chosen a 
Design Review of the Council ar A 
trial Design, called into being “! 
Festival of Britain and stil! proving ! 
practical value. 

The exhibits are set 
suggesting their context, 
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Margaret Casson, ARIBA. They are 
roughly grouped into price-ranges, the 
settings being more or less appropriate. 

At first glance, the show may disap- 
point, until it is remembered that the 
avowed “ average ’” it represents is a pretty 
good one, largely through the efforts of 
such bodies as the CoID. They have 
expressly avoided mere novelty here, and 
everything is in available supply—at a 
price, over which in one case at least the 
catalogue seemed misleading. 


ROMAN PORTRAIT BUSTS 


(At the Arts Council Gallery, 4, St. 
James’-square, until November 28.) 

It is, one supposes, the long period 
covered (500 Bc to AD 500) that removes 
this exhibition from the rather wax- 
worksy limbo to which one tends to 
relegate Roman sculpture based on the use 
or copy of death-masks. 

Taken roughly chronologically, the 
exhibition seems to emerge from the 
archaic period through one in which too 
much emphasis was laid on technique 
and ‘“‘likeness’’ into a phase of formalisa- 
tion oddly approximating to the begin- 
ning, so that it is an art which went full- 
circle before its decline. There is an exact 
parallel in the art of more recent times, 
and it is notable how the most primitive 
and the most sophisticated phases in any 
culture seem to approach each other, while 
“golden ages’? are so often dull to 
modern eyes. 

At all points of the resulting cycle 
there are exceptionally fine things in this 
show. There are a number which do not 
reflect the insipid stylised canons of 
physical beauty which stultify so much 
classical sculpture, and some are disturb- 
ing and even a little frightening. Look 
at No. 25—like the Dean of any women’s 
college: the too-conscious charm of 
several, such as No. 4 (boy’s head), and 
the trio of embittered schoolmasters 
12, 17 and 18). Look at some of the 
Imperial Monsters, and history comes to 
life, 

Bast MARRIOTT. 


A head from the exhibition of Roman 
Portrait Busts. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTURE TO-DAY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is rare that two such stimula- 
ting presidential addresses come 
together as those which you published 
last week, each in its own way pin- 
pointing and questioning certain peculi- 
arities of contemporary design. Mr. 
Howard Robertson was characteristically 
luminous, while ‘Sir Hugh Casson seems 
to have wooed his audience as Wilfred 
Shadbolt claimed to have been wooed by 
the fair sex—‘“‘ by suggestion, by implica- 
tion, by inference and by innuendo.”’ | 
enjoyed both addresses immensely. The 
subject of architecture will mever lack 
interest while it has such lively com- 
mentators. 

As a layman I found myself stimulated to 
serious thought by these two addresses. 
I began to meditate upon the difference 
between architecture and engineering, 
between the humane and the mechanical. 
Architecture, it seems, tends to look 
backward, engineering to look forward. 
“The Rocket ’’’ is put in a museum and 
regarded as a historic curiosity ; a build- 
ing contemporary with it—say the National 
Gallery—remains and _ still serves its 
original purpose more or less satisfac- 
torily. No one would think of building 
a locomotive like ‘“‘ The Rocket’’ to-day, 
but a building like the National Gallery 
would be regarded (in some quarters at 
least) with equanimity. Is it the endur- 
ingness of buildings that tends to make 
architecture a backward-looking art? 

To the layman much contemporary archi- 
tecture looks bare and uninviting, and I 
notice that Mr. Robertson referred regret- 
fully to a “‘ reluctance to draw upon the great 
and rich vocabulary of form and surface o 
the past.’’ Where traditional forms of con- 
struction are employed a certain amount of 
reminiscence is, no doubt, appropriate and 
defensible, but is it justified in relation to 
modern methods of construction such as the 
frame and reinforced and shell con- 
crete ? If it is not, is there no alternative to 
what Mr. Robertson described as “ brittle- 
ness, uniformity and desiccation’’ in eleva- 
tions ? 

A certain amount of uniformity, I take it, 
is inevitable in truly contemporary work, 
and must be accepted. A measure of unifor- 
mity is found in all the great periods of 
architecture, and the textbooks proclaim it a 
virtue inasmuch as it tends to clarify styles 
and civilisations. By a tendency to unifor- 
mity are we, in fact, witnessing at the present 
moment the emergence of a style which will 
be looked back upon as distinctive of our time 
and recorded as such in the history books ? 
And if so, ought we to allow ourselves to be 
beguiled by looking back at the beauties of 
form and surface of the past? Should not 
a contemporary style fully expressive of the 
newer forms of construction tend to develop 
its own characteristic forms and surfaces ? 

These are rhetorical questions to which | 
do not presume to suggest answers, particu- 
larly when architects themselves are in dis- 
agreement; but as a layman I find them pro- 
foundly interesting. 

Sir Hugh Casson deftly manipulated his 
architectural puppets but left us in doubt as 
to where his own architectural sympathies 
lie. By a coincidence, however, his designs 
(jointly with Mr. Neville Conder) for the 
Sidgwick-avenue site, Cambridge University, 
appeared in the same issue of The Builder. 
The perspective drawings are, by intent, non- 


steel 


committal, but it can at least be said that 
there is no trace in them of Mr. Robertson’s 
“rich vocabulary of form and surface of the 
past.” Should we have a clue to Sir Hugh’s 
convictions if we were correct in guessing that 
in this instance he meditates an essay in “ Col- 
legiate South Bank ” ? LAYMAN. 


RELEASE OF RETENTION 
MONIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Reference was made in your issue 
of October 23 (page 638), to the 
Association of Municipal Corporations’ 
attitude towards maintenance guarantee 
bonds. It seems singularly unfortunate 
that the Association’s law committee has 
seen it fit to advise against the acceptance 
of bonds, particularly as surety facilities 
have already been warmly approved and 
operated by many local and public 
authorities, quite apart from numerous 
nationally-known industrial and com- 
mercial undertakings. 

I am unable to agree that the use of a 
maintenance bond adds to the cost of a 
contract. To quote but one example—a 
contractor can, and frequently does, use the 
retention monies released to pay suppliers 
accounts more speedily and hence save the 
amount of the discounts available. Again, 
should the contractor have recourse to borrow- 
ing the amount of the retentions from his 
banker, the interest charged will always be 
more than the corresponding maintenance 
bond fee. 

It has been suggested that the acceptance 
of a maintenance bond renders the contractor 
more remote from the authority. Bearing 
in mind that a percentage of retention more 
than sufficient to cover most contingencies is 
still held by the authority, I cannot see any 
difficulty arising here. In any case, the 
financial investigation necessarily made by a 
maintenance guarantee bond underwriter 
gives valuable added protection to the 
authority. 

Finally, it has been stated by the law 
committee that variations are excluded from 
the bond. I can only state that I have never 
known of a maintenance bond for a contractor 
where the position regarding variations is in 
any way affected, and hence feel that a serious 
misunderstanding has occurred here. 

Considerable research has been carried out 
by the independent surety organisations into 
the whole question of the provision of mainten- 
ance bonds, to enable retention monies to be 
released. It accordingly seems most unsatis- 
factory that this work might be set aside 
through a lack of understanding of the 
contractor’s problems by one of the many 
associations interested in this pioneer topic. 


Ronatp H. Nye [ACII, ACIB] 
323, High Holborn, WC1. 
[Correspondence is continued on page 741} 


C. R. MACKINTOSH’S WORK 
THE greater part of the exhibition 
illustrating the life and work of Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh, recently staged by 
the Saltire Society in Edinburgh, is to be 
on view at the RIBA from December 12 
to 23. While it is unlikely that the pieces 
of furniture designed by Mackintosh will 
be on view, models of some of his buildings, 
in addition to drawings and photographs, 
will be shown. Dr. Thomas Howarth, 
who collected the material and arranged 
the exhibition, is to introduce a discussion 
on Mackintosh at a meeting of the Library 
Group on December 10, the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of Mackintosh’s deg ‘ 
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Flexible Space Planning 


The Needs of the Modern Family 
By H. P. TISCHLER, ARIBA 


E have entered a new era of scientific 
knowledge, bringing with it new 

social aspects to our civilisation. In 
modern architecture new techniques are 
applied in the planning of all types of 
buildings, but so often the needs of society 
are not catered for in buildings planned. 


The modern dwelling has arisen and 
developed out of the following: ‘The 
need for shelter from the elements, the 
desire for privacy, the desire for comfort, 
the desire for applied art. These points 
are still to-day the essentials, though some 
have been overshadowed, and others 
elaborated by scientific developments. 
All we require for shelter from the ele- 
ments is a shell against cold, hot and damp, 
all we require for privacy are screens high 
and opaque enough not to see through. 
But what do we require for comfort ? 
Our demands on this point vary and change 
with our age and individuality. Is there 
any standard set by laws of nature which 
can guide us? In the Orient a man 
partakes of a meal reclining on the floor, 
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we sit raised from the ground. The 
Englishman likes standing in a _ bar, 
summer or winter, drinking beer, the 
Italian prefers sitting under an awning 
out in the open, sun or rain, drinking wine. 
Such comparisons are numerous and have 
a decisive effect on a people, but then you 
may call all these national characteristics, 
and think no further. A country, how- 
ever, is also made up of individuals, and 
each one of them has different habits and 
ways of living. Therefore no standard 
or measure of comfort can be laid down. 


STANDARDS OF COMFORT 


We can easily provide a great number of 
families with the same type of shelter 
and privacy. Some standards are deter- 
mined, ‘The standards of comfort vary 
with each family so much that we 
cannot determine them. The influence 
of a rigidly standardised dwelling on its 
inhabitants often has harmful effects. 
When planning dwellings, psychological 
factors are just as important as those of 
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health and hygiene. Looking onto 
dismal surroundings tends to restrict a 
person’s natural development. Privacy 
should be allowed for, as usually people 
prefer to be alone during times of con. 
centrated work, certain forms of relaxa- 
tion such as reading and sleeping, etc. 


Let us now take a typical example, and 
then find a solution to the problem. 
We have the young couple who are getting 
married; in average circumstances they 
are both forced to work, in order to enjoy 
some of the luxuries of our life to-day. 
They may not require more than one 
bedroom, one living-room plus the 
kitchen, bath and we. The family then 
increases and more rooms are therefore 
required. The children go to school and 
require privacy for homework, etc. They 
leave home after perhaps 25 years, just 
when the cost of the house, for instance, 
may have been paid back to a building 
society, and the couple are left with pos- 
sibly two surplus rooms. In another 
family the husband may require a study 
to get away from the disturbances of his 
young family. Thus, at the same time, 
three further rooms are required. The 
varieties of activities that occur within 
different families are so numerous, that 
within the average contemporary home 
many difficulties arise, which are due to 
rigid planning. 

Children are prevented from contact 
with school friends, due to lack of space. 
The husband coming home after a day's 
work, will probably like to relax, but on 
the other hand, may have to carry on 
with some more work, for which he 
needs privacy. Surely the solution to 
all this friction is not to have buildings 
planned according to laid-down standards 
and sizes. This brings me to flexible 
partitions and multi-purpose building. 
By using movable divisions between 
different rooms, we are very quickly able 
to change the entire living space of our 
house or flat. 


We can therefore change the sizes of 
the dwellings, as quickly as the individual 
family changes. ‘This also, of course, 1s 
far more economic than for the family 
to change its house completely as it 1 
creases. By using flexible divisions be- 
tween the various rooms, we can now 
provide the husband with a study to relax, 
the children with study or playrooms, 
without incurring further costs of altering 
the house. 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

As I have already explained, a house 's 
needed for so many activities 1n the life 
of one family, that a very large dwelling 
would be required to cater for all “ge 
In our age, however, it would not te 
economic to provide separately lor all t v7 
activities, as this would be a waste ol 
material, money and maintenance 
to make any provisions would be ang 
in satisfying our essential needs of © 


Diagram 1 shows a bungalow ~ 
can be expanded or contracted not a 
within the outer walls, but where the ou 
walls can themselves be expanded fo 
point. The roof is supportec 0? yb 
frame, and all the walls are mere scf . 
Plan A shows the grid and plumbing 


[ ot 


5p CSE 





ede: oe ice eepura 


ne 


Be EN, 


ee 

























































tio 
cal 


at 
gar 
fou 
Sin 


dw 


cou 
cast 


and 
hav 
pro’ 
how 
full 
mat 


All | 
to h 
nece 
left 
scres 
$s 7 
bricl 
hous 
whet 
are 










) 1953 


onto 
strict a 
Privacy 
people 
of con- 
relaxa- 
» Ct. 


sle, and 
roblem. 
getting 
es they 
0 enjoy 
to-day. 
an one 
us the 
ily then 
nerefore 
ool and 

They 
irs, just 
nstance, 
yuilding 
ith pos- 
another 
a study 
s of his 
le time, 
1. The 

within 
us, that 
y home 
due to 


contact 
f space. 
a day's 
but on 
arry on 
rich he 
ition to 
uildings 
andards 
flexible 
yuilding. 
between 
kly able 


' of our 


sizes of 
dividual 
yurse, 1S 
» family 
is it in- 
ons be- 
an now 
to relax, 
yrooms, 
‘altering 


house 1s 
the life 
dwelling 
I] these. 
not be 


r all the 


vaste OF 
e. Not 
e to fail 
of life. 
y which 
not only 
he outer 
| up tos 
14a light 
screens: 
ing unit. 












a 
% 
ua 
aa 

Pa 

if 
Mig 
£ 

e 
By 
Pa 


November 13 1953 


Plan B shows one bedroom, dining-living 
room, kitchen, bath and we. Plan C 
shows two bedrooms, and a variation on 
the dining- and living-room, kitchen and 
bath and we. Plan D shows three bed- 
rooms, with dining- and living-room, 
kitthen and bathroom and we. This 
type of structure can be varied and enlarged 
to quite a degree. The additional units 
are fitted to those already forming walls, 
and can be swung into position. It 
would also be possible to store such addi- 
tional units until required. The slab 
can be used for planting and incorporation 
in the garden, and can remain as such, or 
at any time be transformed into an indoor 
garden. Several such examples can be 
found in the United States, designed in 
materials varying from canvas to timber. 
Similar principles can be adopted for flat 
dwellings. 

Using flexible divisions would, of 
course, also be advantageous, and in many 
cases essential in other types of buildings. 
In office blocks, a few hotels, exhibition 
and sports buildings, movable partitions 
have been used for many years, and have 
proved valuable and economic. It has, 
however, never been exploited to its 
fullest, with the help of present-day 
materials and methods. 

Structurally there are no real difficulties. 
All that is required is a skeleton structure 
to hold up floors and roofs with all the 
necessary loads. The floor area is then 
left free for putting up the dividing 
screens. ‘lhe expense of a frame building 
is naturally greater than load-bearing 
brickwork when applied to individual 
houses, but experience has shown that 
where a great number of framed houses 
are put up, the cost of the framing 
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decreases. It is well known that the 
more an article is mass-produced the 
less is the production cost. For example, 
when factory-produced windows first 
came on to the market a local carpenter 
could still compete with hand-made 
timber sashes. This is not always quite 
so now, and sooner or later he will not be 
able to compete on a price basis at all. 
The main reason why small-frame struc- 
tures are still more costly than a con- 
ventional brick structure is simple. The 
demand is too small for large-scale produc- 
tion, because in housing, with the excep- 
tion of a few, the designers, planners or 
architects base their approach to design 
on a standard family, ignoring any 
individual traits, characteristics, likes or 
dislikes. Once architects see that standard 
structural frames and trusses are also 
needed in housing the demand will 
increase and the production cost will 
drop. We already employ -standard floor 
units, doors, windows and sheet materials, 
and even occasionally lightweight beams 
and trusses. So why can we not use 
skeleton structures and benefit from their 
advantages? 


What about the actual screens? Again 
some standardisation will have to be 
applied. There are three distinct con- 
structional types of screens: one being 
curtains, another unit furniture, and a 
third panels. It is this last method 
which requires standardisation most. First, 
because of the cost, secondly, for reasons 
of facing and framing products, and 
thirdly, because a _ standard-size unit 
is more practical in actual use than a 
conglomeration of odd-sized units. In 
addition there are the different types of 
fixing, which change the character of the 
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screens. There is the sliding-screen type ; 
this takes the usual form of a frame or 
panel with sliding gear at top and bottom 
or sides. It is difficult to move when 
very large, and requires a lot of space for 
temporary storage (Diagram 2). It can 
also be used in several small sections, 
producing a type of sliding and folding, 
or merely a sliding series of screens. The 
provision of storage space for such units 
is simple. They are generally placed 
against structural members in a recess 
(Diagram 3). 


THE FLEXIBLE SCREEN 


Then we can have a flexible screen, 
consisting of either a series of timber 
pipes or metal slats, connected to each 
other by cloth or hinges, or of cloth kept 
in screen form by metal or timber up- 
rights. ‘These screens save a lot of space 
when folded back and have tracks in which 
they are made to run (Diagram 4). The 
simplest type of screen in a fixed position 
is the curtain. It is very cheap, easily 
fixed and moved, but has one defect by 
comparison with the other examples. It 
is not as soundproof or airtight. Its 
use is therefore rather limited where real 
division of space is required. 


Another type is the panel screen. This 
consists of a panel or a number of panels 
which can be fixed into position and re- 
moved as required. There are several 
ways of fixing such screens, all of them, 
however, necessitate the panels being 
fixed in predetermined positions. The 
principle consists of fixing clips to the side 
or top and bottom of the panels, and fixing 
hooks or clips at floor, or ceiling or walls. 
Such panels are kept in storage recesses 
or rooms and when required brought to 
the place where the screen is to be erected 
and clipped into position. "They have to 
be made from light materials to allow for 
easy moving, and their advantage over 
sliding or sliding-folding screens is that 
they can be interchanged. This means 
that in a certain position it is possible to 
have a panel embodying a door at one 
time, a solid panel another time, or a glass 
screen on yet another occasion. With 
sliding or sliding-folding screens such 
variety is not economically possible (Dia- 
gram 5). 

A variation is the screen which can be 
placed in any position. It can take the 
form of unit furniture, such as cupboard 
or storage units on small rollers or wheels. 
These have the advantage of standing 
without any further support. They can 
be made of definite unit sizes, and in this 
respect they have the additional advantage 
of being variable in height, without entailing 
any extra fixing difficulties. To vary the 
height of panel units requires extra 
stiffening at horizontal joints besides 
fixing at some points (Diagram 6). 


The screen can be a panel of a light 
material. In place of permanently fixed 
clips on floors, ceilings or walls, the unit 
itself would be provided with a resilient 
material at top, bottom or sides, or all 
round. By expanding the panel in either 
width or height, it would tightly wedge 
itself against floor or ceiling, or two walls. 
Such expansion can be achieved by having 


_ the panel in two horizontal or vertical 
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sections, sliding within each other. These 
two sections would, for example, be 
wound apart by a small detachable handle. 
A simpler and more economic way is to 
provide small legs at top, bottom or 
sides, which can be screwed apart within 
themselves. ‘They would be simple metal 
tubes, one threaded within the other, pro- 
vided with a drilling in each part, into 
which a rod can be inserted to wind the 
two sections of the tube apart. These 
two methods have been used in pre- 
fabricated housing. A further method 
which has been adopted is ordinary wedg- 
ing. Again resilient materials are used 
at the top, bottom or sides, and wedges 
inserted at the opposite ends. Such 
wedges as well as the extendable legs 
would be hidden by metal skirtings, 
clipped over them, once the screen has 
been erected (Diagram 7). This type of 
division has advantages over the previous 
ones, because with it it is possible to 
achieve complete freedom of planning 
within any given area. 


INSULATION PROBLEMS 


The problem of insulation against sound 
is overcome by various acoustic blanket 
materials inside the panels. Also, per- 
forated facing sheets, with insulating 
blankets or sheet materials, have been 
used in similar circumstances for several 
years. 

The provision of services in flexible 
or multi-purpose buildings would be 
dealt with in exactly the same way as in 
any other type of building, but particular 
attention has to be paid to the position 
of wc, baths and other such immovable 
objects. Economic planning would, as a 
rule, fix such facilities in groups, and /or 
blocks, connecting to ducts, etc. Ducts 
could be in floors, walls or round any other 
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structural member. Where conduit or 
electric connections have to be movable, 
various methods can be adopted; there 
is the ordinary plug connection; long 
wires to allow for moving the instrument 
served, or the plug connection developed 
for running electric wiring within wall 
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panels and connecting the actual conduit 
at the same time as the panels are con- 
nected. Heating can take several forms ; 
where electric heating is used, it is likely 
to take the form of movable fires, which 
can be plugged into connections. Gas, hot 
water, oil, or similar heating equipment 
would have to be placed in permanent 
positions. On the whole, there are no 
real difficulties, practical or economic, in 
the provision of services in flexible space- 
planned buildings. 


In the past, man farmed or practised 
a craft. Up to the development of indus- 
try, with few exceptions, trades wer 
handed on from father to son. The) 
were a family undertaking, which meant 
that everyone in a household helped the 
other. 

The schooling of the average 
consisted of learning the family cratt 
To-day each family member pulls in 4 
different direction. The craftsman’s family 
had a workshop, with sleeping quarters 
The farmer’s family had the !and and the 
stables with sleeping quarters. Now let 
us look at present-day accommodation. 
The average modern family has smal 
cubicles just large enough to sleep ' 
and one or two additional ones to enac' 
all its complex and varied activities. 
Whereas, in past eras, the accommodation 
of peoples provided all that the) required, 
ours is too rigid to allow us to live on 
lives in accordance with present-da} 
demands. 

We therefore require a new mega 
satisfy the needs of society to-day. - 
can be found in the application of flex! ° 
divisions to create a larger number . 
spaces within the same area, 1 accom 
modate our numerous activities. 
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LOW-COST HOUSING 
IN YORKSHIRE 


An Average of £1,250 


Architects 


BLENKINSOPP AND 





aa THOMPSON, A/FRIBA 
Quantity Surveyors 
ULLATHORNE & DUNLING 
( for the Howden RDC houses ) 
A. W. WEST, FRICS 
(for the Selby UDC and RDC houses ) 
A block of four houses, types 2 and 3, erected at Thorpe Willoughby 
for Selby RDC. The roof is of local red clay pantiles and the walls 
are rustic facings. 
i has illustrations on this and the following pages eliminating the danger of falling or tripping. The 
are of low-cost housing schemes carried out for landing is adequately lighted by a high-level borrowed 
, Howden RDC, Selby RDC and Selby UDC. The _ light from bedroom two and a glazed panel to the 
average cost per dwelling was £1,250 only. The bathroom door. 
he ¢ ‘ ‘ 5 is age are Bing : 1 } ’ 
ph ttograph and plans on this page are of a block of Plan.—Good through-access through store and wash- 
ciaadaia four houses at Thorpe Willoughby, Selby. They are — jouse from front to rear of intermediate houses type 3. 
pi of types “‘2”’ and ‘3.’’ Type 2 is a two-bedroom ; , : 
are con- Oe External walls are of 11-in. cavity brick with local 
forms : non-parlour house with a floor area of 745 sq. ft. and : ei . ‘ 
ay rustic facings. The roof is of local red clay pantiles 
is likely type 3 is a three-bedroom non-parlour house with a . 


. which and the windows are wood. The ground floor is of 


: floor area of 918 sq. ft. Both types are designed as a é 
Gas. hot coloured asphalt. Finlock gutters were used. 


block of four houses with type 2 as end houses. Ceil- 


uipment afl a 

ne ing heights are: Living-room, wash-house and store, I'wo blocks of four of these houses have recently 

me 8 ft.: kitchen and first-floor rooms. 7 ft. 6 in. been built for the Selby RDC ; one block at Hamble- 

omic, 1n By k kitct ling } did , ' ton and this block at Thorpe Willoughby. The houses 
m v kee x the kitchen ceiling height lower than the i : 

€ space- ping the kitchen 5 were started in October, 1952, and completed in 


living-room it has been possible to economise in roof 


j 


tie 6 February last. 
design by continuing the main roof slope at a flatter 


practised 


e ‘ i i . > . . rt . wee —- 4 = - . 
yf indus- pitch over the third bedroom and bathroom, these = tender a pers get of works outside the 
ae ore . ° . ~ re Br ‘urtilage, wa ais () . average ye ( se. 
os The ms being partially in the roof space. There is a CUFrMlage S £1,2/ Ss. average per house 

ney 


ep on the first-floor landing but attention is drawn The contractors were Messrs. R. K. Poskitt (Beal), 


h meant : , 
to this by the return of the solid balustrade, thus  Ltd., Beal, near Goole, Yorks. 
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A block of four houses, tvpes “‘ A” 


Houses on the Derwent Estate, Howden 


HIS block is comprised of house types “A” 

(three-bedroom, non-parlour : floor area 940 

sq. ft.) and “* B”’ (two-bedroom, non-parlour : floor 

area 780 sq. ft.). Floor to ceiling heights: ground 
floor 8 ft. First floor 7 ft. 6 in. 

Plan.— Type B is suitable for end houses to blocks 
or terraces. Large L-shaped living-room with range 
set at a slight angle to give maximum sitting space 
round it. Range conveniently adjacent to the kitchen. 

Layout.—One gate and communal paths are used 
where possible to serve a pair of houses. Front 
boundary formed with standard 10 in. by 5 in. pre- 
cast concrete road curbs set 6 in. high above footpath 
paving. Quickthorn hedge to be planted behind 
curb. 

External walls are 11-in. cavity, outer skin local 
selected common bricks, inner skin, 4-in. clinker 
concrete blocks. Party walls, two skins 4-in. clinker 
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on the Derwent estate, Howden. 





concrete blocks with 2-in. cavity. All load-bearing 
partition walls 4-in. clinker concrete blocks. Roots 
are local red clay pantiles ; Finlock precast concret 
gutters ; standard metal windows. Floor finishes : 
living-room, coloured asphalt; kitchen, entranc« 
lobby and w.c., red quarry tiles ; store, granolithic 


A number of type A and B houses have been built 
both as pairs and in blocks of four on various rural! 
sites for the Howden RDC. The block here illus- 
trated was built on the Derwent estate, Howden, 
as part of a contract for 16 houses of various types 
The tender figure for this block, excluding works 
outside the curtilage, was £1,182 average price per 
house. ‘The final cost was £1,153 average price per 
house plus £48 per house for increased costs of labour 
and material: total £1,201 average per house. ‘Ih: 
contractors were Messrs. Bainbridge (Builders), Ltd 
Doncaster, Yorks. 
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A block of four houses, types ““ H”’ and ‘‘ F,”’ on the Stainer Wood Estate, Selby. 


Houses on the Stainer Wood Estate, Selby 


OUSE types, ““H and J”’ are featured in this scheme. 

Type H is a two-bedroom, non-parlour house 

with a floor area of 738 sq. ft. Type J isa three-bedroom, 

non-parlour house with a floor area of 888 sq. ft. In 

the former type, the staircase is off the living-room and 
in the latter it is off the kitchen. 

All-night ‘‘ Brook ’’ fire with back boiler in living- 
room heats (as well as hot water supply for bathroom 
and kitchen) a ‘‘ Dimplex ’’ radiator in the kitchen- 
dining-room and another on the landing. An indirect 
cylinder is used. Floor to ceiling heights : ground 
floor 8 ft., first floor 7 ft. 6 in. 

Layout.—One gate and communal footpaths are 
used where possible to serve a pair of houses. Front 
boundary is a standard 10 in. by 5 in. precast road 
curb raised 6 in. above the paving level at the back of 
the footpath. Hedges are to be planted behind the 
concrete curb. 

Walls are 11-in. cavity, outer skin local rustic facings. 
Inner skin, 4-in. foamed slag blocks. All load-bearing 


~s TYPE H - —<s YPE J _ 


EF 


KITCHEN 


internal partitions, 4-in. foamed slag blocks. Party 
wall 18 in. by 9 in. by 9 in., hollow foamed slag blocks 
filled up with dry sand as work proceeds. Roofs are 
local red clay pantiles. Metal windows have been 
used. 

So far 78 houses of these types have been built on 
the Stainer Wood Estate, Selby. ‘The H-type houses 
are always end houses and the J-type intermediate 
houses. They are mostly in blocks of four and 
terraces of six. 

One tender received for 24 of these houses was 
£27,712 12s. 8d. The date of tender was September 
27,1951. A negotiated tender, at about the same date, 
for 20 houses was £23,100 7s. <A further negotiated 
tender for 34 houses was £39,282 11s. 11d., on May 20, 
1952. The final cost per house is £1,152 and the average 
cost per sq. ft. 27s. 7d. 

The contractors in this case were Messrs. Carleton 
Builders, Ltd., Pontefract, Yorks (24 houses), and 
Messrs. R. K. Poskitt (Beal), Ltd. (54 houses.) 
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A pair of houses, type 1, on the Hambleton site, Selby. 
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Houses on the Hambleton Site, Selby 


OUSE type “1”, illustrated 

here, is a_ three-bedroom 
parlour house with a total floor 
area of 956 sq. ft. Floor to ceiling 
ground floor 8 ft., first- 


floor om. 6 in. 


heights : 
There are no 
outbuildings and the plan is a 
simple rectangle. A washhouse- 
cum-store is under the main roof 
with sink and cold water supply 
and electric wash boiler. 

Special features are the combined 
living-room and scullery and the 
counter-top kitchen fitment with 


sliding shutters over, which forms 
a screen to divide the scullery 
from the living-room end. The 
advantages of this arrangement 
are the useful table top adjacent 
to the cooking range, and by opening 
the sliding shutters the living-room 
is, in effect, a through room and 
the house may be used as an all- 
aspect one. 

Economy in the use of paths and 
gates has been achieved by adopting 
a communal path and gate to serve 


a pair of houses. There are no 





division fences between back 
gardens; short concrete marker 


posts are used. 


Materials and Finishes.—Externa| 
walls, 11-in. cavity with local rustic 
brick facings. Roofs, local red clay 
pantile. Windows, standard metal 
Gutters, precast concrete. Floors, 
ground-floor coloured asphalt 

Fittings and equipment include 
a Swinton all-night burner range 
in the living-room and an electric 
washboiler in the wash-house. 

Colour scheme (external).—Metal 
windows, wood door frames and 
woodwork to entrance 
“dead” white. Soffit to entrance 
porch, jasmine yellow. Front door, 
([nternal).—Metal 
windows and all internal woodwork, 


porch, 


smoke grey. 
vellum. Wall and ceiling plaster 
left untreated. Tenants will do 
their own decorating. 

Six pairs of these houses have 
so far been built for the Selby 
RDC; two pairs on each of the 
following sites: Hambleton, 
Wistow and Cawood. The houses 
were started in November, 195! 
and completed in August, 1952. 

The negotiated tender figure for 
these houses, exclusive of works 
outside the curtilage, but including 
all fences, gates, paths, etc., was 
£1,200 a house. The average final 
cost of a pair of houses at 
Hambleton was £1,214, plus {45 
for increased costs of labour and 
material ; total £1,262. 

The contractors were Mlessrs 
R. K. Poskitt (Beal), Ltd., B 
Nr. Goole, Yorks. 
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Front elevation from north-west. 


Norwich City College and Art School, Norwich 


HIS building occupies an excellent site on Ipswich- 
road, less than one mile from the centre of the city. 


L. G. HANNAFORD, FRIBA, CITY ARCHITECT 


The original scheme for the college was started shortly % 
before the last war and had to be curtailed. A revised id ' 
¥. TOMKINS, FRIBA, DEPUTY CITY ARCHITECT scheme was prepared after the war and the accommodation ' 


provided in this new building houses the departments of 


id , @ 3 > , < 1 iE 
H. G. KEMP, LRIBA, SENIOR ASSISTANT IN CHARGE engineering, science, building, domestic science and 


commerce. The junior technical school occupies part of a} 
shite 
Sod 
| ! sf 
Builder . ., 
; 
R. G. CARTER, LTD sc RE Thad “Coutia at 
| 
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The layout. 
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the workshop block which was adapted for that purpose 
in 1946. The remainder of the site, including that 
originally earmarked for the art school, has been laid out 
to provide recreational facilities. ‘The building generally 
is three storeys high, of steel frame construction with brick 
infilling and in situ. reinforced concrete floors. The 
pitched roofs of steel trusses and purlins and timber 
rafters, are covered with Italian tiles and the flat roofs 
are of reinforced concrete with cork insulation, screeding 


and asphalt. 


Facings generally are “ C.L.” 
facing bricks and the dressings are in part natural Portland 
stone and part reconstructed stone to match. 


windows have been used throughout. 


The assembly hall, which seats 578 (including ¢| 
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balcony), has a large fully equipped stage suitable 
full-scale productions. 


Corridors and classrooms generally have floors of gran- 


wood block; the housewifery flat, staff rooms, adminis- 
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trative offices and students’ common 
room al! have plastic tile floors, 
while cork tiles have been used for the 
floors of the library and the typewriting 
classrooms. In the electrical labora- 
tories the floors are of Rhodesian teak 
blocks ; and the principal’s room has 
dado height panelling in oak-faced 
plywood and floor of Tasmanian myrtle. 
Walls of the typewriting classrooms 
have been finished in acoustic plaster 
above door height. 

Following is a list of nominated sub- 
contractors and suppliers : 


Structural steelwork, Boulton and Paul, Ltd.; 
reinforcement, The Expanded Metal Co., Ltd.; 
bricks, London Brick Co., Ltd. and Broad and 
Co., Ltd. ; roof tiling, Broadbent and Stephens, 
Leicester; stone and marble work, Saunders 
(Ipswich), Ltd. ; heating and hot water installa- 
tion, G. N. Haden ana Sons, Ltd.; electrical 
installati Eastern Electricity Board; special 
lighting fittings, G.E.C., Ltd., Hume Atkins 
and Co., Ltd., and Falk Stadelmann and Co., 
Ltd gas installation, Eastern Gas Board; 
metal windows and lantern lights, Geo. Jennings- 
Hamer (Windows), Ltd.; haystack lantern, 
Haywards, Ltd.; laboratory ffittings and 
fixed furniture, Mann, Egerton and Co., Ltd., 
and Boulton and Paul, Ltd.; tables, chairs 
and stools, Mann, Egerton and Co., Ltd., Cox 
and Co. (Watford), Ltd., Educational Supply 
Association, Ltd., A. and ) Howland 
(Wycombe), Ltd., Kingfisher, Ltd., and 
: ton, Ltd.; granwood flooring, Granwood 
Flooring Co., Ltd.; wood block and strip 
flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd., Acme Flooring and 
Paving Co. (1904), Ltd., and Vigers Bros., 








Cork tile flooring, Horsley Smith and Co,; 
plastic tile flooring, Limmer and Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd.; terrazzo work, Diespeker 


and Co., Ltd fibrous plaster, H. E. Gaze 
Ltd. ; Emalux wall finish, John Ellis and Sons, 
Ltd acoustic tiles, May Acoustics, Ltc 


vans Lifts, Ltd bronze handrailing; 
iral Metalworks, Ltd., Leicester ; 
n railings, gates, grilles and cat ladders, 
Cowell and Sons, Ltd., Norwich; 
fittings, James Gibbons, Ltd 
snopy, H. Thompson and Sons, Ltd., 
I metal door trims, Geo. Jennings- 
Windows), Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
of Norwich and W. N. Froy and 








1 water heads, Guntons of Norwich; 
1 telephones and light call system, 
ym ation Systems, Ltd clocks and fire 
alarms, Gent and Co., Ltd greenhouse, 
ltor nd Paul, Ltd.; ironmongery and 
Guntons of Norwich and Josiah Parkes 











Sons, Ltd.; stage lighting equipment, 
Electric Co., Ltd stage curtains and 

irapes, Watts and Corry, Ltd.; dark blinds, 
Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd., and Daniel Hurn 
and Sor Ltd., Norwich; window curtains 
Bor f Chelmsford; fire hose reels and 


Pyrene Co., Ltd., and Merryweather 


and S Ltd secondary lighting equipment 
Prit t and Gold and E.P.S. Co., Ltd 
ard s courts, En Tout Cas, Ltd 
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Second-floor plan. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 729) 
DANGEROUS STEPS IN NEW 
CHURCHES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


[R,—It falls to my lot to see many 
plans of new churches, and dual- 
purpose churches, for the housing estates 
all over the country. Hard is the lot of 
the modern architect who has to produce 
something out of nothing or very nearly 
that, and I do not propose to comment 
here on general questions of design or 
ornament. In passing I may say that 
| do see evidence in some of these designs 
of the influence of untrained minds trying 
to interfere with the architect, in order to 
obtain something more like what they 
associate with a Gothic church than what 
modern conditions suggest to the trained 
mind as being possible or desirable in a 
contemporary building. 

There is, however, one serious defect 
running through too many of these plans, 
and this is in the arrangement of steps. Not 
so many years ago some of us took it for 
granted that there would be no more pairs 
ff steps at the altar rails in new churches. 
These make it uncomfortable for both the 
communicant and the celebrant. If the former 
kneels on the top step he finds his shins 
caught on the edge of the lower step ; while 
fhe kneels on the lower of two steps the 
celebrant has to bend down quite needlessly 
to reach each communicant. But many new 
lans are coming up with two steps here. It 
s also essential that there should be enough 
space for the communicants, especially at 
‘estivals when they are numerous, to circulate 
n front of the rails. Too often the choir 
talls are brought so close to the rails that 
ne communicant cannot give place to 
inother unless the whole evolution is organised 
ke a military drill by one of the church- 
vardens. ‘The choir are much better not in the 
hancel at all, but if they are, at least six feet 
nould be allowed between the stalls and the 


Then as to the arrangement of steps inside 
the communion rails. In a large church there 
nould, of course, be three steps with the 
tar on the third one but only if there is 
‘oom for ample spacing on and between each, 
and the steps should only rise five inches. 
‘any are shown with six-to seven-inch risers. 
n the average small church only one step 
t tootpace is required. 

There must be room for two or more clergy 
‘ministering the sacred elements to pass 
nd re-pass each other between the lowest 
‘ep and the communion rail without being 
‘undered or embarrassed. ‘The step on which 
‘he altar stands, properly called the footpace, 
nould, if possible, have a depth of at least 
2 tt. 9 in. in front of the altar for the celebrant 
‘© kneel on without cutting his shins, and in 
no case should the altar be near the edge of 

At the sides, the footpace may end close 
veside the altar or it may extend a little on 
tither side, or go right to the wall north and 
south in a very small building. 

There should be no single step, flight, or 
sroup of steps leading from nave to chancel. 
‘n the case of the infirm communicants, these 
‘re really dangerous as it is not practicable to 
Provide any sort of hand-rail here, and it is 
ten painful to see the difficulty they experi- 
‘nce. All this is common sense, and it is 
ard to know why it is not followed. It may 
— the Gothic revival people were in- 
“uenced by the piled up steps of the Contin- 
‘ntal Renaissance, and they also invented 
‘ne theories of special numbers of steps such 
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as three or seven having some kind of symbolic 
claim, and that modern architects are copying 
faults of planning in nearby Victorian town 
churches. It is always well to remember 
that the average ancient English church had 
at most one, or more likely no, step at the 
screen, one where the rails are now and one 
for the altar to stand on, and no more save 
for some special local reason which is unlikely 
to be a factor in a church in a new area. x 


Designers of schools, hospitals or factories 
have to make careful study of all the uses to 
which the building is put. I am not sure 
that all the designers of new churches give 
sufficient thought to convenient arrangement 
of a church for the services of holy communion, 
marriages and funerals. They often seem to 
have in mind only the more congregational 
services of matins and evensong when plan- 
ning their chancels. 

It should also be remembered that in a 
small building—and, alas ! most new churches 
have to be small—a suggestion of spaciousness 
is more likely to be created if levels are 
simplified. 

The movements of the celebrant will also 
be quieter and more dignified if he is not con- 
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stantly forced to ascend and descend steps in 


a small area. 
F. C. Egves, 
Secretary, Central Council 
for the Care of Churches. 
Dunster, Somerset. 


ON THE WRONG LINES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—According to the Oxford Dic- 
tionary the meaning of the word 
“lineal ’’ is : “‘ In the direct line of descent 
or ancestry ;”’ and the meaning of the 
word “linear”? is: ‘“‘ Of, in, lines; 
involving measurement in one dimension 
only.” 

I am all for a living language, but at 
the risk of being accused of pedantry, 
may I be allowed to offer the suggestion 
that the use of the word “ lineal’’ in 
respect of mensuration and surveying 
work—a common practice nowadays— 
should be avoided. 

WILiiaM D. Bryant. 

44, Christchurch Park, Sutton, Surrey. 





‘CHANGING CONDITIONS IN BUILDING” 


There follows a selection of letters received 
on the subject of Mr. James Nisbet’s article 
in our issue of October 30: 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read with interest Mr. Nisbet’s 

article under this title, in your issue 

of October 30, and, in particular, those 

paragraphs which deal with the submission 

of tenders by specialists for the installation 
of services. 

I agree wholeheartedly with Mr. Nisbet’s 
comment that the root of many of our difficul- 
ties is to be found in “the complexity of 
modern building which is so very different 
from the simple processes of the mid-nine- 
teenth century when the present-day quantity 
surveying techniques were formulated.” I 
can, of course, only express my agreement 
with this remark on general grounds, for I am 
not qualified to .ay whether present-day 
quantity surveying techniques are, as seems 
to be implied, out of date. I do, however, 
feel very strongly that the whole mechanism 
of building contracts to-day is open to Mr. 
Nisbet’s criticism—and so, for that matter, 
is the organisation of the employers’ side of 
the industry. 

I do not think that the position with regard 
to quotations by specialist sub-contractors is, 
in fact, quite as bad as Mr. Nisbet suggests. 
I hope to add something on this point: but, 
for the moment, I would express my hearty 
agreement with Mr. Nisbet on the far more 
important point which he makes, that the 
Standing Joint Committee responsible for the 
Standard Method of Measurement consists 
of quantity surveyors and builders only. 
‘““ If specialist firms are to be encouraged to 
have quantities prepared for their use by 
professional quantity surveyors, it would 
appear desirable for them to be officially 
represented on the Committee.” 

If I am right in suggesting that the whole 
mechanism of building contracts is obsoles- 
cent, then a similar comment with regard to 
the composition of, say, the Joint Contracts 
Tribunal is equally relevant. In any case, as 
Mr. Nisbet and your readers will well under- 
stand, the lack of representation of specialists 
on either body cannot be laid at the door of 
this Federation. As matters stand at the 
moment, such representation will only be 
secured if the RICS and other professional 
bodies insist upon it. 


_Mr. Nisbet at one point appears to go some 
distance towards accepting the contention, 
industriously propagated in some quarters, 
that sub-contractors are as a matter of course 
nominated without competition. I do not 
contend that such nominations do not take 
place from time to time: but our Federation 
endorses the principle of competition among 
qualified firms for specialist sub-contracts 
and maintains that it is the more general 
practice of architects to arrange accordingly. 
In fact, Mr. Nisbet a little later on in his 
article confirms this when he says, “ In fact, 
since many firms execute designs and prepare 
quantities for jobs which are never accepted 


This same sentence also apparently con- 
veys Mr. Nisbet’s opinion that specialist 
firms do, quite frequently, prepare quantities, 
whether or not they submit those quantities 
to the architect. I am assured after inquiry 
amongst representative members that, in 
general, specialist firms are willing at all 
times, if the client requests, that his quantity 
surveyor should study details ; and that in 
many trades it is not unusual for specialist 
firms to produce quantities to the quantity 
surveyor to enable him to check his own taking 
off for other subsidiary trades that follow on 
and to ensure that everything has been 


included for. 
D. C. MALLaM, 
Director, Federation of Associations 
of Specialists and Sub-contractors. 


Artillery House, SW1. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I congratulate Mr. Nisbet 
upon placing his finger squarely on a 
problem of the quantity surveying pro- 
fession which must concern the younger 
and wider thinking of its members. That 
he should have chosen the word “ chal- 
lenge ’’ in the sub-title of his paper 
reflects the shrewd judgment which has 
been applied to an ably developed theme, 
for it is indeed a challenge to the younger 
generation of quantity surveyors to prove 
the worth of their profession under the 
changing conditions of to-day. 


It has always seemed to me that use of a 
PC sum gives a temporary postponement to 
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something which the quantity surveyor would 
have measured had the architect been able to 
tell him enough about it at the time. Hence, 
it would appear logical that the quantity sur- 
veyor should ultimately prepare quantities for 
the tender inquiry for that work. Mr. Nisbet 
has mentioned several reasons for this not 
being the case, one of the strongest being 
connected with the policy that many specialist 
firms adopt of offering an “all-in” design 
service ostensibly without cost. That no 
charge is made for design and estimating 
services we know to be a fallacy, and I would 
suggest that the employment of an indepen- 
dent consultant designer on a known fee basis 
is to be preferred to meeting a hidden design 
charge of an unknown value. In this way 
also duplication of design costs would be 
eliminated in the same way that duplication 
of estimating costs are eliminated by use of 
bills of quantities prepared by an independent 
quantity surveyor. 

Because of the multiplicity of ‘systems ” 
adopted by the various specialist firms it 
would be necessary for the consultant designer 
not only to design but also to advise the 
architect concerning the most suitable system 
to suit his client’s particular requirements, 
both as to cost and physical properties, and to 
provide the necessary information to enable 
the quantity surveyor to prepare quantities 
for the work. ‘There would appear to be a 
need here for close co-operation between con- 
sultant designer and quantity surveyor with 
a strong argument for development of special- 
ist fields of quantity surveying, since it would 
not be reasonable to expect the quantity 
surveyor to become an “ expert jack-of-all- 
trades” any more than it is expected of the 
architect. 

That clients in these days (especially the 
local authority) should be impatient for quick 
results is to be understood, but we must, I 
feel, be prepared to teach them that impatience 
only leads to greater cost being incurred by 
the client to the benefit of another’s pocket. 


Mr. Nisbet has rightly drawn attention to 
the desirability of cost planning and the need 
for more accurate cost control, especially 
where public money is involved. I am an 
admirer of the excellent suggestions made by 
the Ministry of Education concerning methods 
of cost analysis and cost planning, but have 
already learned that this little-developed 
aspect of the quantity surveyor’s is by no 
means an exact science—a little more helpful 
perhaps than the traditional methods of 
approximate estimating, but still far removed 
from a system of complete reliability. Whilst 
the system advocated seems to have merits 
when applied to the study of school building 
costs (since one is dealing with reasonably 
standard cost and design requirements), it 
does not so readily lend itself to other and 
more varied classes of work. However, it 
must be admitted that here is scope for 
serious consideration and, I would hope, 
the pooling of ideas born of research into these 
matters. It may be that the statisticians 
might give us some valuable assistance in this 
direction. 

As to cost control, I am wholly in agreement 
with Mr. Nisbet in so far as the financial 
control of work in progress is concerned. 
All too frequently it seems that the architect 
can unconsciously lose his sense of values 
in the enthusiasm which comes from creative 
output. . His basic duty to his client is surely 
to meet the client’s needs in the best possible 
manner within the cost which the client 
expects to pay, and to pass to the client the 
benefit of any savings in cost which his 
ingenuity can achieve in the final execution 
of the work. This is frequently not the case, 
especially when the client is the public ; 
rather does any saving made, and more, be- 
come expended upon esthetic improvements, 
satisfying to the architect but without direct 
benefit to the client. 
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Dare I suggest that, because of the growing 
complexity of modern building conditions, the 
time may have come for the architect to con- 
centrate upon the réle of planner, designer 
and co-ordinator, and for the quantity 
surveyor to have a more active réle, under the 
contract, as the “‘ business manager” to the 
client ? I do not suggest that the architect’s 
position as a director should in any way be 
usurped, but that the quantity surveyor ‘s 
the best equipped member of the team to hold 
direct responsibility to the client for financial 
expenditure. , 

The answer to the challenge lies in our own 
hands, and depends upon our ability to make 
known to architect and client alike the services 
which we can, and will if required, afford 


them. 
RonaALp F. Lear [ARICS], 
Chief Quantity Surveyor, City 
of Coventry Architectural and 
Planning Department. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Now that it has had a thorough 
dressing down in public by your 
contributor, Mr. James Nisbet, may I 
attempt to defend that alleged villain in 
the building industry, the PC sum ? 

The technique of preparing bills of quanti- 
ties is founded upon thoroughly sound basic 
principles. It is the same fundamentally 
to-day as it was 20 years ago and, I do not 
doubt, 50 years ago. The discriminating 
use of PC sums for specialists’ work and goods 
is a part of the technique which takes advan- 
tage of the guarantee of quality which a first- 
rate specialist provides. A heating installa- 
tion, however carefully specified, may still be 
a poor one while conforming to the speci- 
fication, but a heating installation designed 
and carried out by a specialist firm remains 
a monument to their good name. 

The items commonly appearing in a wide 
range of bills as PC sums—fireplaces, floor 
finishings, roof coverings, sanitary fittings, 
ironmongery, doors, windows—involve little 
difference in the work a quantity surveyor 
must do properly to present them in the bill 
however they are treated, and as for the rest— 
heating, lifts, shopfronts, electrical installa 
tions, special forms of structure—the RICS 
scale of fees presupposes their normal 


incidence. 
E. P. Stevens [ARICS]. 
“* Garlands,’’ Manor-road, 
Ripley, Surrey. . 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I find myself impressed with 
Mr. Nisbet’s article and his clear 
discourse upon the problems particularly 
besetting the quantity surveyor. The 
need of the quantity surveyor to keep 
himself fully informed on developments 
in building technique is manifest : methods 
of measurement of these new develop- 
ments similarly require to be determined 
without delay, and the recent issue of a 
supplement to the Standard Method 
dealing with prestressed concrete is a 
good example of what can and should be 
done. 

Certain impressions gained from the article, 
however, appear worthy of comment. First, 
I should be surprised to hear of a quantity 
surveyor insisting on his exclusion from the 
team, led by the architect and including other 
consultants, that is so necessary to attain 
complete planning of a building operation. 

Secondly, with few exceptions, the client 
does not know very definitely what he wants. 
Clarification of his detailed requirements is 
also likely to be a consideration postponed 
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during the rushed period between date of 
issue of licence and date of commencement of 
work. A great effort is still required on th 

part of his professional advisers t : 
the client that time spent in determining his 
precise wishes, in preparation of al! drawings 
by architect and consultants, and in production 
of bills of quantities is doubly rewarding to 
him by reducing overall cost and by bringing 
nearer the contract completion date. 


Lastly, simplification of the § 
Method of Measurement, which Baa 
appear practicable to a great extent in building 
works of any size, is likely to be negatived in 
terms of time spent in the preparation of bills 
of quantities if the suggestion to enlarge the 
document into a “contract handbook” 
is adopted. Schedules of finishings, doors 
and windows, are usually prepared as a pre- 
requisite for taking out quantities: in the 
absence of a specification the incorporation 
of these at the back of a bill would seem to 
provide complete information when read in 
conjunction with the working drawings. 
Time spent in attempting to group or pro- 
gramme operations, which may or may not 
coincide with each tenderer’s method, would 


thus be saved. 
Peter J. Kine. 
11, Benyon House, 
Myddelton Passage, EC1. 


0 convince 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I_ was interested to read Mr. 

James Nisbet’s forthright, timely 

and practical suggestion for the modernisa- 

tion of the quantity surveying profession. 

The highlights of his article appear to me 
to be threefold. 


The annotation of bills of quantities is an 
extremely useful service for both architect 
and builder (not forgetting the site measurer 
from the surveyor’s office who is also quite 
often groping in the dark) and one which is 
provided with little proportionate effort at the 
time of preparation of the bill. 


Cost planning and cost analysis are com- 
plementary, and if only local authorities and 
boards responsible for building were more 
heedful of the use the quantity surveying 
profession could be to them concerning 
planning through comparative analyses, | am 
sure the effect on building costs would be 
noticeable. To my _ knowledge, a large 
proportion of quantity surveying firms keep 
up-to-date detailed cost analyses for their 
own records. Who else is more capable of 
producing fair and accurate comparisons ‘ 


Concerning new techniques, quantity sur- 
veyors should have nothing to fear in this 
respect. My experience of reinforced, pre- 
stressed and shell concrete constructions |S 
that the consultants employed for such 
projects usually content themselves with the 
design of the scheme and are happy to provide 
the surveyor with all he requires tor the 
measurement of quantities for tendering 
purposes. 


There is no building technique that, in ™y 


opinion, is not measurable. ‘The surveyors 
snag, quite often of course, is deciding the 
quantity or quality to measure. ‘The former 
can be overcome by taking a leaf trom the 

inserting 4 


civil engineer’s estimates, and 


schedule of quantities as a section within the 


bill of quantities with a provis-onal = 
cover the proposed cost. The !atter can 
accounted for within the schedule by var 
tions of descriptions. A lengthy and uw 
orthodox document ? Perhaps, but these ar 
times which call for unortho:!>x treatment 
and builder. 


and a service to client, architect 
Micuaet Boyven {ARICS]. 
76, Warwick-gardens, W!¢. 
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SOCIETIES 
RIBA 
Notes from Council Minutes 


THe following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on November 3:— 

Sessional Papers.—The Secretary reported 
that Professor Charles Madge would not, 
after all, be able to give his paper on 
“Sociology and Architecture” on March 2 
next. It was agreed to consider an alterna- 
tive subject and speaker. 

RIBA Dinner—As_ already approved. 
the RIBA Dinner will be held at Grosvenor 
House on Friday, February 19 next. It was 
agreed that the time should be 7.0 p.m, for 
730 p.m., that the price of the tickets should 
be 32s. 6d. each, exclusive of wines, cigars, 
etc, and that dress should be evening dress 
with orders and decorations, or uniform. if 
desired, for those entitled to wear it. 

RIBA Reception.—In view of the date of 
the annual dinner in February and of the 
British Architects’ Conference in May, it 
was agreed that there should be no RIBA 
Reception in 1954. 

Exhibitions —On the recommendation of 
the Public Relations Committee, it was 
agreed that an exhibition on Fire Prevention, 
arranged by the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, should be shown at the 
XIBA during February, 1954. It was also 
agreed to show an exhibition on the Rebuild- 
ng Of Warsaw, offered by the Polish 
Cultural Institute, for a period in the late 
spring of 1954. 

Council for Codes of Practice for Build- 

ings: Future Organisation——A draft plan 
‘or the future organisation of the Council 
tor Codes of Practice for Buildings, sub- 
mitted by the British Standards Institution, 
as considered. The plan provides for the 
administrative responsibility to be assumed 
oy the British Standards Institution and for 
ihe Codes of Practice Council to continue to 
% responsible for Codes of Practice Com- 
nittees and for all drafting work, while being 
liegrated into the organisation of the BSI 
mmediately subordinate to the General 
Council of the BSI. 
_lt was agreed to approve the proposed 
‘eanisation on the understanding that the 
Codes of Practice Council and its Com- 
muttees retain a wide measure of autonomy 
ithe Work of drafting codes of practice. 


RICS 
Dinner to Brigadier Killick 


; THE PRESIDENT and Council of the Royal 
‘Sutution of Chartered Surveyors gave a 
» Mer On November 9 in honour of Briga- 
“et A. H. Killick, CBE, DSO, MC, MA, to 
- the completion of his 21st year as 
“retary of the Institution. 
2; re his secretaryship of the RICS, 
me Killick also served, from 1934 to 
‘Srsdoe Secretary-general of the International 
tbe — of Surveyors, and was respon- 
nner, Crsanising the Fifth International 
ae of Surveyors in London in 1934. 
bons Sse services he was elected the first 
won member of the International 
tation. 
¥ the his secretaryship, the membership 
in 1939 nstitution has increased from 7,794 
itclude to the present figure of 20,000. _ This 
* pre chartered surveyors who practise as 
men. Valuers, estate managers, town 
evors 8, Duilding surveyors, quantity sur- 
“* Mining surveyors and land syrveyors. 
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IAAS 
Wealden Branch Meeting 


AN ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of the 
Wealden branch of the Incorporated Asso- 
ciation of Architects and Surveyors was held 
at the New Hotel, Eastbourne, on November 
4, when Mr. R. G. Wuyte, FIAS, FVI, gave 
a paper on “ Weatherings and Structures ” 
which he illustrated by slides, many of which 
were of works upon which he had himself 
been engaged. 


Prominent {mong the defects he men- 
tioned was the cause and effect of dry rot, 
largely brought about by inadequate ventila- 
tion and protection of timber from damp. 
Slides were shown of buildings, the whole of 
whose interiors had been destroyed by this 
fungus. 


A feature of good building practice which 
was stressed during the paper was the ade- 
quate weathering protection which must be 
given to parapet walls, copings and the like 
and defects arising from not providing this 
protection were given from the lecturer’s ex- 
perience. 

Following the paper, Mr. W. J. Martin, 
FAIS, FIQS, thanked Mr. Whyte for his 
most enjoyable lecture. Questions were in- 
vited and a general informal discussion ter- 
minated the evening’s proceedings. 


Architectural Association 
Symposium on Building for Agriculture 


ANOTHER SYMPOSIUM will be held at the 
Architectural Association, and the subject 
on this occasion will be “Building for 
Agriculture.” 

The meeting will start at 10 a.m. and end 
at 6.30 p.m., on December 2, and will con- 
sist of morning and afternoon sessions during 
which farmers, architects and others con- 
cerned will speak on various aspects of the 
subject and take part in the discussions. 
Papers to be presented will be circulated 
in advance to those attending but they will 
not be read at the meeting so that ample 
time will be available for the discussions. 

Although it is so important that agricul- 
tural buildings should be pleasant in appear- 
ance if rural amenities are to be preserved, 
architects are seldom employed on the design 
of them. Architects with experience, says 
the AA, should come to the symposium so 
that others may benefit from their knowledge 
and learn how fascinating are the planning 
problems which farm buildings involve and 
the extent to which the architect doing this 
work must be on his mettle as far as economy 
is concerned. 


As accommodation is strictly limited it 
may not be possible for members to bring 
guests. The list will close on November 18, 
and should it be over-subscribed, a ballot 
will be held for all the places. The fee for 
members is 1 gn. 

The programme is as follows: “ Back- 
ground and Trends,” by Mr. N. K. Green. 
BSc (Agric.) (Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries); “ The Large Farm,” by Mr. C. 
Leech; “The Small Farm,” by Mr. Frank 
Henderson; “Pig Housing,” by Mr. R. J. 
Charlton (deputy president, NFU); “Cattle 
in Relation to some of their requirements 
in Farm Buildings,” by Mr. Edward Owens; 
“The Arable Farm,” by Mr. H. Hollinrake 
(Provincial Advisory Officer on Farm Build- 
ings; “Economics of Farm Buildings,” by 
Mr. Rex Paterson; and “ The Raw Materials 
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of Farm Building Design,” by Mr. Gerhard 
Rosenberg, ARIBA. 


SOUTH BANK DEVELOPMENT 


An informal illustrated talk on “The 
South Bank Development” will be given by 
Dr. J. L. Martin, MA, FRIBA, Architect 
to the LCC, on December 10, at 6.15 p.m. 


Franco-British Union of 
Architects 


Exhibition at RIBA 


Tue exhibition at the RIBA of the pre- 
miated drawings submitted by students .of 
the Ecole des Beaux Arts of France and of 
British Schools of Architecture in a com- 


petition for an Open-Air Theatre set 
by the “Professeur de Théorie” of 
the Ecole des Beaux Arts is to be 


opened next Tuesday, November 17, at 3.30 
p.m. by M. Réné Varin, Cultural Councillor 
at the French Embassy. The chair will be 
taken by Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie, 
FRIBA. 

The drawings to be exhibited of the Open- 
Air Theatre are the latest in a series of 
students’ competitions, promoted by the 
Franco-British Union of Architects in col- 
laboration with the French National School 
of Fine Arts. 


This competition is held annually and com- 
prises a preliminary sketch design (esquisse) 
followed by detailed drawings; the time 
allowed is three weeks and the programme 
and conditions are issued simultaneously in 
Paris and to the participating British Schools. 
A prize of £25 is awarded annuajly by the 
Franco-British Union of Architects to the 
student placed first by the British jury, and 
medals are also presented to British com- 
petitors placed first, second and third, by the 
French Government. 

The history of this link between architec- 
tural students of the two countries dates 
back to 1933, when the competition was sug- 
gested by the late Mr. Arthur Davis, RA. 
The suggestion was welcomed in France and 
the competition continued until 1938 when it 
was suspended owing to transport and custom 
difficulties and, subsequently, by the war. 
It was resumed in 1949 and has continued 
each year since that date with increasing 
interest. 

Immediately after the closing date the 
drawings will be examined by a jury of 
three British members of the Union, who will 
make the awards. A copy of the awards will 
then be sent to the jury of the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts with the premiated drawings 
which were exhibited, together with the 
prize-winning designs of the French students, 
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. 

Subsequently an exhibition of both the 
French and British premiated designs. will 
be held in London, following which the draw- 
ings will be returned to their authors. 

The exhibition will continue open until 
November 21 (Wednesday to Friday, 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.). 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


COMMERCIAL HARDwoops. By Nicholas 
Clifford. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 21s. 

THe LUMBERYARD AND Mrs. Barrie. By 
Jane Barrie. (London: Hammond, Ham- 
mond and Co.) Price 10s. 6d. 

B.S. HanpsBoox No. 3. (London: British 
Standards Institution.) Price 30s. 
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BOOKS HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 


«+ Books reviewed in these columns ‘ . 
may be obtained on application to the Figures for First Nine Months of 1953 


Book Dept. “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine- i hee Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* last week by the 

street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which Minister of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show 

Should include Is. to cover postage and that the number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during September was 28,516 

packing) should accompany the order. compared with 22,323 in September, 1952. 

In the first nine months of 1953, 225,863 permanent houses were completed compared with 
Tue LONDON FURNITURE MAKERS, FROM !7!,093 in the same period of 1952. 

THE RESTORATION TO THE VICTORIAN Era. Detailed figures at the end of September were: 

1660-1840. By Sir Ambrose Heal, with a 
























































- i RM NT AND FLAT MP 
chapter by R. W. Symonds, FSA, on The PE ANE HOUSES S COMPLETED S: 
Problem of Identification. (London: Bats- GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
ford.) Price £6 6s. net. ace] . raya pat 
CHIPPENDALE, Sheraton, Hepplewhite oar 0 ee eS Pg 0 a an 
and 08 = . — oe 1953 Sept. 1953 | Sept. 30 1953 1953 Sept. 0 
associated wi e furniture of the mid- ~ aa 
: : ; iti de 828 0,667 172,063 1,004,595 
eighteenth century, but there were literally eee aA Take 128 wrath 42,135 212,009 ers ps 
thousands of other makers. Goodison, Housing associations...  ... 14,079 958 4,283 13,245 922 4.070 
Jensen, Moore. Vile. Cobb and Seddon Government departments... 38,011 678 6,700 34,857 638 6,218 
. ¢ : , War destroyed houses 
among others are names now held in high “ jebuilt— 4 : 
esteem by experts as a result of recent re- (1) Localauthorities ... 9,386 — 596 - 4 
; : : 648 ¢ 
search; by some, indeed, their work is con- _(2) Underlicence ...-..|__ 35,702 ” 35,311 8&2 638 
sidered to rank with that of the great crafts- Total... ... 1,482,134 28,516 225,863 1,308,613 24,763 197,114 
men whose pattern books have helped to 
perpetuate their fame. PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
Sir Ambrose Heal, as a result of some 30 | Gasat Barrain Prices ssw ‘Wales 
years of research, has accumulated the a fai eer 3 care a 
$ ler Inder nder ler r Inder 
names, addresses and dates of no fewer than | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction 
5,000 cabinet makers and upholsterers work- at at at ‘ at , Ce 
i i ‘ 5 Sept. 30, June 30, March 31, Sept. 30, June 3, March 31, 
ing in London from the late seventeenth | “383 1358 fei Re +4 
century to the early years of the nineteenth, __ | 
and some 2,500 of these are included in this Local authoritiest eee 244,326 241,526 232,022 204,468 204,545 195,686 
book, together with a great number of en- {Tvate Duiiders ee , , , , ar 
: : Housing associations... chal 11,723 9,881 6,702 11,657 9,787 6,557 
graved trade cards of the period of which Government departments ...| 7,921 8,484 9,082 6,967 7,490 8,019 
the author has a collection of over 300. be neha ahaa houses 
These cards, most of which are highly (4) Localauthorities _...| 57 61 72 57 61 2 
decorative, are invaluable in the identification (2) Under licence ... 539 625 732 487 565 670 
of furniture, for they give not only the Total... ...| 322,051 314,167 | 294,080 | 278,631 | 273,579 | 284,141 
names and addresses of makers but indicate - 




















classes of work roduced, sometimes in- * Cmd. 8983 Housing Return for England and Wales, September 30, 1953. HMSO, price Is. 3d. 
yon illustration P f characteristi F * Cmd. 8984 Housing Return for Scotland, September 30, 1953. HMSO, price Is. __ 
cluding iiustrations OF characteristic pleces. —_+ fn Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


The book also includes a valuable chap- 7 
ter on the problem of identification by Mr. i : HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
R. W. Symonds, FSA, illustrated by 52 A provisional estimate shows that at the end of September there were 315,900 men employed on 
plates of splendid examples of furniture by the construction of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain, excluding 
various lesser-known makers, now authenti- those directly employed by local authorities. 
cated and hitherto unpublished. These, like 







































































the trade cards, are superbly reproduced in HOUSING SITES PERMANENT HOUSES—PRIVATE 
Sea, a Hoa cone, GUAT The poston a England and Wales in regard BUILDERS = 
Sins aut of old English furniture, an Pyar to the acquisition and development of per- The numbers of privately built houses | 
be indispensable to all connoisseurs and ™anent housing sites by local authorities at | completed in England and Wales ee ‘ 
collectors. G.J.H. September 30 and at earlier dates, was as | April 1, 1945) at September 30 and June'30 § 
follows (figures relate to periods from April 1, | last were: a 
ExeTeR. By Bryan Littl. (London: 1945): Number of houses wl : 
Batsford.) Price 15s. net. Number of dwellings to be aoe 30 | Sept, 30 
THIS BOCK is a penetrating study of a titan et ee, 
smail region of south Devon, having Exeter July 31 | June 30 | Sept. 30 | On jicences issued ws ex-| 266,888 | 288,07 
as its centre and embracing Crediton, Cul- oe ee S53 — On. approval _ _— under 
lompton, Exmouth, Ottery St. Mary, Tiver- Sites of which right ction 3 of the Fousing 
ton pe Topsham. The i eaiat eats first .,0f entry obtained) 305,230*) 1,534,313 | 1,584,364 poy mp op sad 2,849 | | 2910 
with the pre-Reformation history of the area = ieee eee gee 107,825 | 1,399,408 | 1,456,913 | Construction begun... cod 246,558 | 267.0 
and with developments in the following three Site “ar mamma r ‘ a engee Te Prey 
centuries, then with Exeter as a city and _S°™? sora Ose Corto 1,224,638 | 1,273,701 | Completed Se pase eh OAT 1 
county town, with special reference to the * Estimate. These figures do not include houses built in 
cathedral, the churches, charities, houses, and skeet aii : + during the war. 
local industry and commerce, concluding NEW TRADITION ” HOUSES replacement of those destroyea Gur 
with separate studies of the satellite towns The position in England and Wales in regard NEW TOWNS 
and a chapter on the replanning and rebuild- to rmanent “New Tradition’? ho HOUSES IN a ision of 
. ae yd made in the provision 
ing of the bombed area of Exeter. erected by local authorities at September 30 Mays sass 


. lopment Corpora 
Mr. Little is an enthusiastic student of 404 at June 30 last, (since 1945) was as follows: mag marge a established under 
architecture and he describes every build- tions in Engla 


























Sean ek. an 
: Pe h ; BE ew Towns Act, 
ing of note with careful attention to detail. epee | nate hyde has been as follows- 
The visitor to this particular corner of the June 30 | Sept. 30 | up to September 30, > —— hae 
West Country is not likely to miss anything sei este —— 
of interest or importance with this book in = mee opent tte ane Lay etd ae oe aa | ae 

: ¥ ‘ : ee “onstruction begun wi re 1, 230,91 nm tenders approv oe ag 24,847 
his hand. There are 60 illustrations, mainly Under construction at end of Construction begun me ae, | 40,047 
photographic, but including a map, plans period... ......_...| 31,948 | 32,948 | Under construction at end of period...) 1 4'g99 
and old prints. G. 3.8. Completed PER a ..-| 189,147 197,971 Completed as ain ee ad 
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THE SILY 


BUILDING 


“THE BUILDER” 


We commence below the first of two reviews of the principal exhibits. 


REVIEW OF 


THE BUILDER 


ER JUBILEE 


EXHIBITION 


EXHIBITS 






The second 


article will appear next week and will cover the exhibits of the various Government 
departments, federations and associations connected with the building industry, in addition 


10 further notices of trade exhibits. 


The exhibition, which is being held at Olympia, 


London, from November 18 to December 2, will be open on weekdays from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


Plant, Machinery and Equipment 


Included in the display of A.C.E. Machinery, 
Ltd, Porden-road, SW2, will be the Comet 
mobile hoist, a new machine which has a dual 
purpose in that the power winch can be detached 
and utilised as an independent unit. The new 
type I-ton capacity Loadmaster side runner hoist 
will also be on display. This machine employs 
side runner tubular guides designed for quick 
assembly, and is offered as an alternative to the 
convenient platform hoist with tower mast guide 
rails. In addition, this exhibit will feature the 
Humdinger immersion type concrete vibrator 
which incorporates the slow speed flexible driving 


shaft and midget scaffold hoist and jib. [Stand 
No. O, 283/4.] 
Adam & Harvey (Rapid Hammers), Ltd., 


Greenwich House, 10/13, Newgate-street, EC1, 
will be exhibiting two new models of their rapid 
hammer explosively actuated tool, the R5 and 
R10, for 4 in. and # in. dia. fixings. The R5 
iammer is designed for 4 in. threaded bolts, and 
he R10 which is a universal tool, is suitable for 
doth ¢ in. and # in. Whitworth threaded bolts, 
and is supplied with interchangeable barrels for 
(his purpose. These tools are claimed to be of 
fobust construction ensuring long and reliable 
ervice with little or no maintenance costs. 
Stand No. R, 319.] 


Air Pumps, Ltd., Bushey-road, Raynes Park 
5W20, will be exhibiting a selection from their 
‘ange Of mobile and stationary airflow-cooled, 
'WO-Stage Compressors, depicting amongst other 
features their interchangeability between various 
‘épacity units. The following mobile diesel 
‘ngine-driven units will be exhibited : Model 
D200, actual delivery 180 cu. ft. of free air per 
minute; Model D312, actual delivery 280 cu. ft. 
, free air per minute, and Model D620, actual 
uate 550 cu. ft. of free air per minute. Their 
fodel D90 is a totally air-cooled unit having an 
‘ctual delivery of 80 cu. ft. of free air per minute 
SToperation at a standard pressure of 100 p.s.i. 
‘ie power unit consists of an air-cooled Arm- 
trong-Siddeley diesel engine, which is compact 
design and suitable for operating one heavy- 





A Midget scaffold hoist and jib. A.C.E. 


Machinery, Ltd. 


duty concrete breaker [Stand 


No. X, 379.] 


E. P. Allam and Co., Ltd., 45, Great Peter- 
street, SWI, will be showing internal vibrators, 
which include attachments for sanding, grinding, 
etc., and a new lightweight machine. They will 
also be displaying for the first time, a small 
version of their hydraulic bar cropper, especially 
produced for precast concrete industries, etc. A 
6 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. 6 in. standard vibrating table 
will be on show, but a wide range of sizes and 
types are manufactured by this firm. Also on 
view will be the full range of Trillor electric 
vibrators, including the slow speed model, and 
the special high-frequency type. [Stand No. R, 
325.] 


continuously. 





The Rio rapid hammer, Adam & Harvey 
(Rapid Hammers), Ltd. 


Austin and Trimingham, 58, Warwick-gardens, 
W14, will display two types of water levels which 
they call Aqualev and a number of accessories 
for these for use in special circumstances. These 
levels are claimed to compare favourably with 
other types of levels, in that they can carry levels 
around or over obstructions; they are very 
accurate and simple to use; and the cost is less 
than that of a good spirit level. [Stand No. 517, 
Gallery.} 


From their wide range of earth-moving and 
contractors’ plant, Aveling-Barford, Ltd., Invicta 
Works, Grantham, will be showing just two 
items: a calfdozer and a half-cubic yard dumper. 
The calfdozer is a small but powerful earth- 
moving machine mounting a 4 ft. 6 in. wide 
blade. It is a fully tracked machine and each 
track is separately driven through double-acting 
clutches. The half-cubic yard dumper is a three- 
wheel machine designed to operate over rough 
ground. It is powered by a 4.5 b.hp. single- 
cylinder petrolengine. [Stand No. 217, Gallery.] 


Benford, Ltd., The Cape, Warwick, will be 
showing examples from their range of concrete 
mixers, mechanical wheelbarrows and dumpers, 
including the 4-ton diesel dumper, the Little 
Benford mixer, the diesel powered 5 34 mixer, 
the One Bag mixer and the 10/7 diesel mixer. 
A further exhibit will be the Benford power 
barrow, which has been designed for use indoors 
and out, and will, it is claimed, negotiate rough, 
soft ground equally as well as hard, flat surfaces. 
The barrow has a skip — of 8 cu. ft. ee 
and an instantly interchangeable flat platform 
is also available. It is said that the machine 
will climb gradients of one in six under its own 
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The Dogo mobile compressor. Air Pumps, Ltd. 


peal with a load of 600 Ib. [Stand No. D, 


Bentley & Garforth, Henry-street, Batley 
Carr, Batley, Yorks, will be exhibiting three 
different models of their Stipltex rustic brick- 
making machines. The first of these machines, 
all of which will be actually making rustic bricks 
on the stand from common “ green” clay sup- 
plied by local brickmakers, is operated by two 
cutters making the stretcher face and header and 
on separate endless belts, at the speed of 1,200 
an hour. The second machine has only one 
operative belt, with cutters operating on the 
stretcher face and both header ends at the same 
time. The third machine has been specially 
made to instructions for inclusion at the pug- 
mouth of a wire-cut brick press, thus enabling 
the wire-cut column to be rusticated before 
entering on to the cutting-off table. [Stand 
No. U, 360.] 


Equipment being shown by Berend and Berend, 
Ltd., Whitfield-street, W1, will include an SKG 
84-ton mobile tractor crane, a Weserhutte W6 
excavator with dragline equipment and a con- 
tinuous concrete mixer. [Stand No. C, 65.] 


A comprehensive range of centrifugal pumps 
will be found on the stand of James Beresford 
& Son, Ltd., Marston Green, Birmingham. 
The exhibit will include their patent submersible 
electric pump and the Beresford Stork single- 
stage pump, a self-priming pump available as a 
self-contained electrically or petrol-engine-driven 
unit, or with fast and loose pulleys for belt,drive. 
Examples will also be shown of their range of 
Beresford Stork self-priming multistage pumps 
which covers outputs from 115 to 50, gals. 
an hour and heads from 10 to 1,000 ft, and their 
2 in. contractors’ pump. [Stand No. M, 262/3.] 


The stand of F. H. Bourner and Co. ( ‘ 
Ltd., Crawley, Sussex, will be divided into 
two sections, one being for their Supadynamic 
power driving tool, and the other for the 
*Supatap.” The Supadynamic power driving 
tool will be demonstrated to show all the latest 
developments including the firing of 4 in.. } in. 





The Benford power barrow. Benford, Lid. 
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The Supadynamic power driving tool. F. H. 
Bourner & Co. (Engineers), Ltd. 


and ¥% in. power pins into roll steel joists, brick- 
work and concrete. In addition, it will fire ¢ in. 
and }in. pins by simply changing the barrel and 
clipping on a pistol grip at the back of the tool ; 
thus the same breech fires both the .22 cartridge 
and also a 10mm. cartridge. The Supadynamic 
will also crimp pins into steel so firmly as to 
prevent them becoming loose. [Stand No. 567, 
Gallery.) 


A selection of woodworking tools will be shown 
by British Eq Co., Ltd., Ixworth-place, 
SW3. Among them will be the Tarplaner, a 
portable electric hand plane which is equipped 
with 4in. knives. There is no limit to the width 
of wood which can be planed, and owing to the 
very high speed of the cutter block knives it is 
possible to plane against the grain and even across 
end grain without splitting or tearing. The depth 
of cut is adjusted by means of raising or lowering 
the front base plate. Swifsure portable electric 
saws will also be on view. One of the main 
advantages of these machines is that the saw 
blade is mounted on an extension of the armature 
shaft, and having no gears the tool requires no 
maintenance except for periodic resharpening and 
resetting the blades. They will also be showing 
the Bosch Breaker and two portable electric gen- 
erating sets. [Stand No. J, 210.] 


A comprehensive display of winches will be 
shown by the British Hoist and Crane Co., Ltd., 
Weston-road, Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks, 
which range from the smallest friction winch 
manufactured in this country to the largest. 
The maximum direct line loads are 24 cwt. and 
24 tons respectively, and both winches are fitted 
with ball bearings throughout. Three cantilever 
platform hoists covering a net platform load of 
5 cwt. to 50 cwt. will be exhibited and in addition 
there will be a new centre slung platform hoist 
which completely eliminates the necessity of tower 
rails. The last exhibit will be the Ant Queen 
mobile hoist, the special export model of which 
is designed to break down for ease of packing, 
and so effect a considerable saving in freight 
charges. [Stand No. E, 111.] 


The Briton Brush Co., Ltd., of Wymondham, 
Norfolk, will be showing a comprehensive range 
of painting brushes, including their patterns 
of pure bristle varnish brushes, the ‘ Varcraft ” 
and the black-handled No. 1106. A_ special 
feature will also be made of black tapered nylon 
varnish and distemper brushes, which were first 
introduced some eighteen months ago. [Stand 
No. T, 353.] 


R. S. Brookman, Ltd., Parkside Works, 
Rothley, Leicestershire, will be showing their 
specialised range of woodworking machines. 
These will include both the semi-automatic and 
the fully automatic multi-spindle dovetailing 
machines, and the Hydraulectric morticer. The 
post-war additions to the range are in the fields 
of drilling and boring. The dowel boring 
machines have been developed and examples of 
these will be shown in both the foot operated and 
auto-pneumatic versions of the series 2200 single 
head cluster borer. A completely new machine 
to be shown for the first time is the dovetail 
S07 and mortice chain grinder. [Stand No. Y, 


The Brush Group will be represented by 
products from Petters, Ltd., Staines, and the 
National Gas and Oil Engine Co., Ltd., Ashton- 
under-Lyne. Among the exhibits of Petters, Ltd., 
will be the Al, their smallest petrol engine 
developing } to 3 bhp at 750 to 1,500 rpm, and 
its diesel equivalent, the PAZ 1, developing 1} to 
24 bhp at 1,000 to 1,500 rpm. The PAZ 1 is the 


THE BUILDER 





| “ THE BUILDER ” STAND 
THE BUILDER has, this year, two 
| 





stands at the Exhibition. The 
main stand (G, 141), as in previous 
years, is in a convenient position 
opposite the main entrance to the 
Grand Hall from Addison-road station, 
| and on it will be displayed a wide 
selection of architectural and technical 
books. These include “The Archi- 
tect’s and Builder’s Compendium,” a 
| new edition of “ Bungalows and Small 
|| Houses,” “ Accounting and Costing 
|| Systems for Small and Medium-Sized 
‘| Builders,” and an eighth edition of 
| “ Old London Illustrated.” The three 
|| special Exhibition numbers of The 
| Builder will be on display as published. 
The other stand (620), Empire Hall, 
First Floor, consists of an exhibition 
| of models specially made for The 
|| Builder and illuminated by electricity. 
|| Included in this exhibition will be 
“Old London Bridge.” “ The White 
Tower ” or the Keep of the Tower of 
London, “Old St. Paul’s” and Mill 
Lock Arch. 














latest product from this factory and is a single 
cylinder, vertical, aircooled, compression ignition 
engine, operating on the four-stroke cycle. This 
engine has a fuel consumption cost estimated at 
14d. per 14 hp per hour. The National Gas and 
Oil Engine Co., Ltd., will show a National Brush 
50kW _ diesel-alternator set. [Stand No. Q, 
312/3.] 


A. A. Byrd and Co., Ltd., 210, Terminal House, 
SWI, will be showing a multiple system of inter- 
locking steel shuttering for in situ concrete 
constructions. The shuttering is of riveted 
construction throughout and designed for saving 
timé, labour and materials in erecting and 
striking, but with a regard to safety factors and the 
necessity for a perfectly smooth, accurately 
finished, surface. Other exhibits will include 
“* Tricosal,”’ a liquid medium for integral water- 
proofing and hardening, and providing acid and 
Oil resistance to concrete and all types of cement 
mixes ; ‘* Neocosal,” a colourless liquid applied 
to the surfaces of brick, concrete, stone, etc., 
which penetrates into the surface and acts as a 
water repellent and “ Florosal,” a surface 
hardening and dustproofing liquid applied to 
existing concrete, stone floors, and cement 
surfaces. [Stands Nos. S, 343, and T, 349.] 


The exhibit of Cayless Bros. (Battersea), Ltd., 
Battersea Park-road, SW8. will include all types 
of ladders, including the C.B.B. patent telescopic 
ladder, and for the first time the C.B.B. patent 
safeguard ladder lock. Steps for every purpose 
will be shown together with barrows, trestles and 
stagings, and the C.B.B. patent telescopic trestle. 
The company also manufacture trucks and 
trolleys for most trades and quite a number of 
types will be on view. There will also be shown a 
number of other items of plant, including cripples, 
tarpaulins, dust sheets, rubbish baskets, ropes, 
nie ~— safety belts, etc. [Stands Nos. B, 


_ The primary exhibit of the Central Tool and 
Equipment Co., Ltd., Centec Works, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts, will be their ‘ Senior” 
router with a staircase stringer cutting attach- 
ment. This is a high speed portable electric 
tool made of aluminium alloy, which is under- 
stood to run at 18,000 rpm and weigh 21 Ib. 
It has a universal DC/AC single phase 50 cycles 
14 HP motor, with collets to take 4in. and # in. 
dia. shanks. A selection of cutters are available 
with the tool, as well as optional 3-phase motors 
operated by high cycle current which are designed 
to run at 24,000 rpm. [Stand No. 422, Gallery.] 


The exhibit of Chadwick and Shapcott, Ltd.. 
173, High-street, Waltham Cross, Herts, will 
consist of a polished teak stand made at their 
works. It will have a central office with four 
corner columns fitted with trays from which will 
be displayed the firm’s painting brushes 
for all decorative purposes, including rubber 
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stippling brushes for producin 
colour effects. A number of nylon a 
Se aes eek brushes will also be 
on view, to with a range of A 
brushes. [Stands Nos. H, 190 and J, 195] — 


The Chaseside Engineering Co., Ltd., Stati 
Works, Hertford, Herts, will be exhibiting repre 
sentative machines from their range of 4, 3 and 
1 cu. yd. mobile mechanical shovels, “On the 
same stand will be the 34 cu. yd. Chaseside “ Hj. 

*” dumper which was recently exhibited 
at the Toronto Trade Fair in Canada. 

Of special interest to the small builder wil] be 
a light excavator which has hydraulic controj, 
cable operation, light steering, 12 volt lighting 
and starting, and a towing hitch. Two models 
of the dumper are available, the D3 which js 
suitable for use on the public highway, and the 
D4 which is primarily a site dumper with the load 
in front of the driver. Special features on the dumper 
include instantaneous discharge, four-wheel hy- 
draulic servo-assisted brakes, 12 volt lighting, 
and i hitch at front and rear. [Stand No. 

The Hemel “‘ Cub ”’ hoistower is to be the main 
feature on the stand of J. Christopher and Son, 
Ltd., 172, St. John-street, EC1, (distributors 
for Hemel Hempstead Engineering Co., Ltd.). It 
has been designed primarily for use on two-storey 
houses and is a completely self-contained unit 
readily transportable. It is powered by a JAP 
four-stroke air-cooled engine model 4F, which 
consumes only 1.4 pts. of petrol per hour, and the 
net pay load on the platform is 4 cwt. with an 
operating speed of 60 ft. per minute. The sub- 
stantial platform is of full sizé for single barrow 
and the machine delivers at 18 ft. 6 in. above 
ground level. The hoist is fitted with automatic 
safety gear and top limit stop to conform with 
the veg (Safety, Health and Welfare) Regu- 
lations, 1948. [Stand No. L, 253.] 


A representative range of their tools and equip- 
ment for the building, engineering and wood- 
working trades will be shown by H. and D. 
Churchill, Ltd., Walnut Tree-walk, SE11. [Stand 
No. 385, Gallery.] 


A completely redesigned range of their indus- 
trial floor scrubbing, drying and polishing 
machines will be shown by Cimex-Fraser Tuson, 
Ltd., Orpington. The three brush dual rotation 
patented movement has been retained but the 
mechanism is now totally enclosed and silent, 
a feature which will have a strong appeal to 
hospitals and commercial undertakings. The 
water feed is through the centre of each brush 
and reaches the floor only through the bristles, 
eliminating splash and also making the machine 
suitable for the scrubbing of carpets in-situ 

The scrubbing mechanism is fully floating on 
compressed rubber bushes so that uneven floors 


are scrubbed even when the machine is being 
{Stand No. N, 185.] 


used on its wheels. 





A dovetail cutter and mortice cee" gn 
R. S. Brookman, ©". 
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The Dixon power float. 


E, R. Cole, Ltd., Coombe-road, Neasden-lane, 
NWI1O, will be exhibiting a full range of portable 
electric tools including :—Black and Decker saws, 
disc and orbital sanders, drills, grinders, screw- 
drivers, hammers, etc., with all accessories, 
including mortice attachment; Tartan drills, 
sanders and shears; Secomak blowers and Stat- 
airs; a Tornado cartridge hammer; Bullows 
silent electric air compressor and paint spraying 
equipment; and a Coronet lathe and attachments. 
[Stand No. 435, Gallery. ] 


Columbus - Dixon, Ltd., Empire-way, Wembley, 
will be exhibiting their new Dixon power float 
machine which introduces a new technique of 
floor finishing claimed to effect considerable 
reductions in costs while setting new standards of 
quality.- Other exhibits will include the Dixon 
senior and junior machines, power operated 
equipment for the combined tasks of scrubbing, 
polishing, dry cleaning and power scraping of all 
types of floors ; two power operated floor drying 
machines, the Capitol and Regent; and the 
Columbus combined suction polisher and vacuum 


cleaner, together with the Scrubmaster. [Stand 
No. E, 105.} 
Condrup, Ltd., 67-73, Worship-street, EC2, 


will be exhibiting the FlashHammer, an improved 
‘ype of cartridge operated tool for fixing extern- 
ally and internally threaded bolts and rivets into 
concrete, brick, steel, etc. The gun has three 
interchangeable barrels which enable it to project 
¢ in. fin., %& in., ¢ in. 4 mm., 6 mm., 8 mm., 
and 10 mm., threaded bolts, and nails or rivets 
‘rom 4 in. to 5 in. in length. Twelve graded 
strengths of cartridges are used enabling the pene- 
tration in varying densities of material to be con- 
trolled accurately. Three safety devices are 
incorporated which are said to make it impossible 
‘or the ‘* Flash Hammer ”’ to be fired accidently. 
The weight of the tool itself is approximately 
4tlbs. [Stand No. 535, Gallery.] 


Th Dixon 


Vibromix concrete mixer. 
Hawkesworth, Ltd. 
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Columbus-Dixon, Ltd. 


How to reduce time on numerous building 
operations as a means of lowering costs will be 
the theme adopted by the Consolidated Pneu- 
matic Tool Co., Ltd., 232, Dawes-road, SW6. 
Practical demonstrations will be given of new 
tools and techniques, and in every case the equip- 
ment can be operated from a small portable air 
compressor, an example of which will be displayed 
on the stand. One of these new lines is the 
CP-nine hand drill, a_ self-rotating-percussive 
drill for one hand operation. It has a special 
chuck which will take rotating drill steels for 
drilling, and non-rotating chisels for chipping. 
It weighs only 74 Ibs. and has an overall length 
of under 15 in. Another point about this drill 
is that it takes standard Rawiplug steels. [Stand 
No. K, 215/6.] 


A. Cooksley and Co., Ltd., 21/25, Tabernacle- 
street, EC2, are exhibiting a selection from their 
range of woodworking machinery. A machine 
of particular interest is a new design of general 
-woodworker type UV1. This machine, although 
only occupying the space of an office desk, is 
capable of a multiplicity of operations on timber 
up to a maximum of 12 in. by 4 in. The large 
Universal woodworker type LBBM has _ been 
reduced in size, improved in appearance, and now 
gives greater capacity. The modern trend in 
simplicity of design is shown by a redesigned 
over and under planing machine type BPM. 
Improvements on- this machine include the 
elimination of all gears from the feed drive, 
which have been replaced by a simple multiple 
vee belt drive, making maintenance extremely 
simple and giving a very smooth feed. [Stands 
Nos. X, 384.] 


Danckaerts Woodworking Machinery, Ltd., 
2-4-6, East-road, N1, will be showing only new 
or re-designed machines. These will include a 
six-cutter planer and moulder; double drum 
sander; three-cutter planer and moulder; sectional 
feed thicknesser; automatic double-ended tenoner; 
multiple rip saw; routing machine, and a circular 
saw sharpening machine. [Stand No. Y, 396.] 


The new model Vibromix concrete mixer will 
be exhibited by Dixon Hawkesworth, Ltd., Middle- 
ton, near Manchester. This machine is a new 
addition to the ‘“* Dixon ”’ range and is claimed to 
be revolutionary in concrete mixer design and 
efficiency in as much as it vibrates the aggregate 
as it mixes with the normal rotary action of the 
drum. It has none of the usual ring gears, 
the drum being driven through a heavy-duty 
worm gear totally oil immersed and sealed. 
[Stand No. Y, 395.]} 


A display of Eclipse ladders will be featured 
by the Eclipse Rail-Track Ladder Co., Ltd., 
Staple Hill, near Bristol. Also on view will be 
extension and painters’ trestles, painters’ steps 
of medium weight designed for industrial pur- 
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poses, decorators’ folding tables and paste board 
with trestle, ladder brackets (or “ cripples ") and 
mr types of domestic steps. [Stand No. F, 


Harry Ferguson, Ltd., Coventry (representing 
Massey-Harris-Ferguson, Ltd.), will show on their 
stand how “the Ferguson system, the com- 
bination of a lightweight but powerful tractor 
with mounted and hydraulically controlled 
implements, can accelerate and cut the cost of 
site preparation and the handling of building 
materials.” [Stand No. X, 378.] 


Baxtul poker-type petrol, electric and air- 
driven vibrators will be displayed by the Flexible 
Drive and Tool Co., be rry-way, 
SW7. On view for the first time will be the new 
Baxtul chiselling machine for the stonemason. 
Another machine to be seen is a direct-drive 
vibrator of 2 h.p. at 8,000 r.p.m. for use with 
14-in. and 2%-in. dia. vibrator heads. [Stand 
No. K, 214.] 


The Alber band saw and circular saw sh n- 
ing automat will be among the woodworking 
machinery exhibits on the stand of G. and L. 

» Ltd., 10, Sidwood-parade, Bridge- 
road, Wembley Park, Middlesex. Stehle wood- 
working machines will also be on view, together 
sort new types of safety cutters. [Stand No. » 


A comprehensive selection from their range of 
automatic self-priming centrifugal pumps _ will 
be exhibited by Contractors’ 
Machinery, Ltd., 70-72, London-road, Twicken- 
ham, Middlesex, including several new models. 
These new models will be as follows: An 8-in. 
model 812, with bare shaft extension for coupling 
to petrol or diesel engine or electric motor: 
a 3-in. model 312 fitted with BSA 320-cc. air- 
cooled petrol engine and mounted on tubular 
carrier, a 2-in. model 260 fitted with BSA 120-cc. 
air-cooled petrol engine and mounted on tubular 
carrier, and a 14-in. model 101A of new design, 
fitted with a JAP model 2A air-cooled petrol 
engine. Further pumps being shown will be the 
3-in. model 315 and 4-in. model 103, fitted with 
petrol and diesel engine. [Stands Nos. R,321/2.] 


S. Guiterman and Co., Ltd., 37, Soho-square, 
W1, willbe exhibiting the square hole shovel and 
its ancilliary tools, the multi-pick and timber 
driver. The square hole shovel is suitable for 
the digging of pile, post, stanchion and trial 
holes from 6 in. to 18 in. square, and up to 12 ft. 
in depth. The multi-pick, besides being used to 
complement the shovel in all digging operations, 
is also designed for such jobs as root cutting, 
concrete dressing, rock splitting, earth tamping, 
and the cutting of rivet heads, bolts, etc. The 
timber driver is an aid for the shuttering of 
trenches. It is designed to obviate timber damage 
and consequent wastage by dispensing with the 
use of heavy hammer or maul. [Stand No. H, 168.] 


B. Heyman, 122, Bethune-road, NI6, will 
demonstrate their one-man operated painting- 
tool, which applies plain colours and/or designs 
in plastic, paints or distempers. New on display 
will be a 3-in. container-type-roller for painting 
panelled surfaces, etc.; a twin-roller for distribu- 
ting or laying off paint after application; rollers 
for coping with quick-drying paints and others 
for coping with brick walls and matchboarding, 
etc. [Stand No. N, 437.] 
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The Baxtul direct drive electric vibrator 
Flexible Drive ‘and Tool €o., Ltd. 
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if eompemente range of hand-operated and 
i tube bending machine will be 
featured by , Ltd., 65, Calshot-street, 
Nl. This will include bench model and portable 
outfits, portable hydraulic machines for bending 
all classes of ferrous and non-ferrous tube, and 
hand-operated and motorised Mandrel-ty 
machines for producing short-radius bends. 
Also on view wi a Mandrel attachment 
penne 5 stabi fitting to bench model and portable 
machi to handle up to 2-in. dia. light gauge 
copper tube. It requires no skill in operation, 
and is used in conjunction with standard formers 
and guides. {Stand No. B, 23.] 


Im Diamond Products, Ltd., Tuffley- 
crescent, Gloucester, will be exhibiting a range of 
their Neven diamond-impregnated tools for the 
cutting, drilling and grinding of various hard 
materials such as tungsten carbide, glass, Vitro- 
lite, ceramic materials, refractories, stone, granite, 
etc.; they will also be showing special purpose 
machines for use with these tools. These will 
include their GF.12 True-Cut stone saw, GF.2 
bench-t grinding and lapping machine, GF.3 
universal cutting and tool-grinding machine, 
Pacera-Neven drilling machine, Osmond tile 
and glass cutting machine, and the Autoflow 
pencil edging machine. [Stand No. X, 377.] 


A new miniature motorised double cross” 
cut sawbench will be shown by Interwood, Ltd.; 
326, Old-street, EC1. [Stand No. Y, 389.] 


Kango Electric Hammers, Ltd., Morden 
Factory estate, Lombard-road, South Wimbledon, 
SW19, will be exhibiting and demonstrating for the 
first time an entirely new type of Kango electric 
hammer. This is the type-H breaker, which is con- 
siderably larger and more powerful than any Kango 
hammer previously manufactured. It is designed 
primarily for heavy-duty concrete breaking and 
similar work, and can be operated either from 
normal mains supply or a small portable genera- 
ting set, its consumption being approximately 
1, watts. It is in an advanced stage of devel- 
opment, but is not yet available for sale. They 
will also be exhibiting the standard range of E, 
F and G-type a hammers, the Kango spade 
hammer, and the Kango ballast tamper. [Stand 
No. H, 179.] 


W. Kennedy, Ltd., Station Works, West Dray- 
ton, Middlesex, will be showing their full range 
of bending machines for the cold bending of 
angles, bars, tees, channels, sections, and unloaded 
tubes and pipes, in steel alloy, brass, copper and 
other metals. The range of copper tube bending 
machines is of particular interest to plumbers. 
The No. 12 machine with a capacity of 14 in. 
and the No. 20 with a capacity of 2 in. are fitted 
with check stops for repetition work, and the 
No. 16, which uses the same tools as the No. 12 











The LR700 Rapid Bend 


tube 
machine on stand. Lawler, Ayers & Co., Ltd. 


bending 
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up to 1 in., is particularly suitable for jobbing 
as it can easily be dismantled, packed in a small 
space and carried on the carrier of a bicycle. 

pecialised types of machines for various other 
trades will also be demonstrated, and gd 
examples of work will be shown. [Stand No. K, 
233.) 


Kiné Engineering Co., Ltd., Multico Works, 
Horley, Surrey, will be demonstrating their range 
of woodworking machinery for site work and the 
workshop. The latest addition is the Multico 
mortiser, which will be exhibited for the first 
time. This is a precision built machine which has 
been designed to perform the.most arduous of 
woodworking operations. It is fitted with an 
electric motor to suit the user’s requirements 
and a floor stand is available if desired. It can 
also be converted to a woodworking power drill. 
A special feature is the patented chisel adjusting 
device which ensures positive setting of the chisels. 
[Stand No. Y, 392.] 


Additions to the range of Kwikform equipment 
which includes unit frame scaffolding, adjustable 
props and shores, rising and splithead trestles, are 
the flex-beam and flex-rib. Both will be featured 
on the stands of Kwikform, Ltd., Waterloo-road, 
Birmingham, 25. These two new components 
when used in conjunction with standard Kwik- 
form flexible formwork enable curved concrete 
surfaces to be built without using specially made 
forms or supports. In shell concrete roof con- 
struction the flex-beam reduces the amount of 
** bird-cage ’’ scaffolding and leaves clear floor 
space below for materials and following trades. 
Both components may be inspected in operation 
as integral parts of the stand structure. Other 
new developments include new scaffolding com- 
ponents for use with the original Kwikform 
unit frame scaffolding system, and a 3 ft. by 2 ft. 
platform to enable more economical use of 
Spanforms in suspended floor construction 
1191207 are not excessive. [Stands Nos. F, 

/120. 


A display consisting of their Ace extension 
ladders, telescopic scaffold trestles, builders’ 
pole ladders, steps, extension scaffold boards, 
ladder brackets and extension pole ladders, will 
be shown by H. S. Langton, Ace Ladder Works, 
Railway Approach, Bitterne, Southampton. 
{Stand No. L, 254.] 


For the first time at this exhibition, the complete 
range of Laco pipe bending machinery will be 
shown by Lawler, Ayers and Co., Ltd., 54, Old 
Broad-street, EC2. The equipment includes 
machinery for bending nearly all classes and 
qualities of tubing and among the exhibits will 
be the model LH 100 hydraulic machine, the 
model LM 300 mandrel machine, the 
Popular model LP 400, the Easi-Bend model 
LE 500, and the Rapid Bend model LR 700. 
This machine is the latest development in the 
Laco range and has been designed for rapid 
bending of all light gauge tubing from 4 in. to 
2 in. dia. It is claimed that 2 in. dia. copper 
tube to BSS 659/44 can be bent to an angle of 
90 degs. in under 90 seconds with little effort. 
{Stands Nos. O, 279 and 430, Gallery.] 


Vulkaset painting, varnish and distemper 
brushes will be exhibited by Christopher Leng 
and Sons, Ltd., Hazelwell Brush Works, Birm- 
ingham. The wide range of Vulkaset patterns 
on view will include many lines of pure bristle 
brushes and will introduce the new Nylofil series 
of processed nylon, applied to the manufacture of 
decorators’ brushes. [Stand No. C, 53.] 


A representative range of their concrete mixers 
_ = _ 4 the Liner Concrete Mach‘nery 
0.,  Ltd., Park-road, Gateshead, 8. 
No. N, 271.] rs 


Lister and Blackstone engines are used in many 
branches of the building industry, and R. A. 
Lister and Co., Ltd., Dursley, Glos., will be 
showing many examples on their stands. The 
complete range of their FR diesel engines will be 
among them, together with the company’s 
recently introduced small power units running on 
tractor vapourising oil, instead of petrol. A 
saving of up to two thirds in fuel costs is claimed 
to be effected in this way. The Lister 1 te = 
3 and 4 h.p. petrol engines may also be modified 
to run on tractor vapourising oil by means of a 
simple conversion set. A new industrial power 
loader, with electric drive, is another exhibit 
to be shown, together with generating sets, pumps 
for deep and shallow wells, and the Lister Auto- 
Truck. [Stands Nos. H, 172/3 and J, 212/ 3.) 
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The Lister FR: diesel engine. R. A. Lister @ 
Co., Ltd. 


Burton’s patent ‘‘ Double-Grip ” System for 
steel and alloy tubular scaffolding and other 
tubular structures will be shown by London and 
Midland Steel Scaffolding Co., Ltd., Burwood 
House, Caxton-street, SW1, in addition to scaffold- 
ing for temporary buildings. Burton’s scaffold- 
ing fittings are made to comply with British 
Standards Specification, and include double, 
putlog and swivel couplers; combined-joint pins 
and couplers; split-joint pins; putlog heads; and 
tubular steel (safety-lock) props, column clamps 
and trench struts. These scaffolding fittings are 
solid forged from British steel. Heavy-duty 
aluminium alloy tubing to BSS 1476 is available 
for use with these steel fittings. [Stand No. G, 159. 


Included in the display of the products of the 
Newage Group on the stand of Arthur Lyon and 
Co. (Engineers), Ltd., Telford-way, Westway 
Estate, W3, will be a_ 30 kilowatt, three-phase 
diesel alternator set. The Stamford self-exciting 
self-regulating alternator in this 400/230 volt, 
50 cycle unit is powered by a Perkins P-6 engine. 
[Stands Nos. D, 73/4.] 


The exhibit of Lyte Ladders, Ltd., Rogerstone, 
Newport, Mon., will include a comprehensive 
display of single and extension ladders, step 
ladders, painters’ trestles, fruit picking ladders, 
tripods, etc. Items of special interest will be the 
heavy duty single pole ladder and the heavy duty 
extension ladder, which are claimed to be free 
from twist and have minimum deflection. The 
company’s new roof ladder has been specially 
designed and includes a hook which is large 
enough to go over all standard ridge tiles. It is 
fitted with rubber-tyred wheels so that the ladder 
can be easily pushed up the sloping roof. Rubber 
padded pressure plates are provided to prevent 
damage to tiles. [Stand No. B, 19.} 


The Midland Saw and Tool Co., Lid., Pope- 
street, Birmingham, 1, will be exhibiting their 
Jin. universal woodworker, the outstanding 
feature of which is claimed to be the rapidity of 
changeover from one operation to another. It 
can be used for sawing (rip, crosscut and mitreing), 
planing, thicknessing, slot and hollow chisel 
morticing, boring, tenoning, rabbeting, jointing, 
straight moulding, fluting, grooving, hal! — 

extras 


etc. Further attachments available as Pon 
the standard machine are corner locking, or 
heavy tenoning, tenoning and sc ‘ibing, a 


grinding attachments. Other exhibits will include 
the Midsaw crosscutting and grooving peo 
and the Midsaw motorised 22 in. type BS ban 
sawing machine. [Stand No. X, 376-: 


Concrete mixers and pumps from their com: 
prehensive range will be displayed by Millar 
Mach Co., Ltd., Thorley, Bishop's Stort = 
Herts. They will include the 5-! ay 
mixer which is a compact hand-fed tilting 
model having a mixed batch capaci'y of 5 her “ 
and which is built to BSS 1305. The chiske 
of fabricated mild steel construction, * 0). 
receiving barrows to be wheeled underneat 
mixing drum when in the discharge poses. 
The unit is powered by a 1} h.p. petrol engine 
Also shown will be the 7-NT concrete MM” 










































































































whit 
mix 


engi 





Lister & 


ystem for 
and other 
ondon and 
Burwood 
oO scaffold- 
; scaffold- 
th British 
> double, 
joint pins 
eads; and 
in clamps 
ittings are 
eavy-duty 
available 
0. G, 159.] 


f-exciting 
230 volt, 
6 engine. 


wgerstone, 
rehensive 
ers, step 
- ladders, 
ill be the 
‘avy duty 
» be free 
on. The 
specially 
is large 
es. It is 
re ladder 
Rubber 
) prevent 


|., Pope- 
ing their 
standing 
pidity of 
ther. It 
nitreing), 
w chisel 
jointing, 
Japping, 
‘xtras 10 
gz, extra 
ng, and 
linclude 
nachine, 
S band- 


ir com- 
Millars 
ortford, 
oncrete 
1g-drum 
5 cu. ft. 
chassis, 
allows 
sath the 
sition. 
engine. 
mixer, 





November 13 1953 





The 7 NT concrete mixer. Millars’ 
Machinery Co., Ltd. 


which features totally enclosed working parts 
and grouped controls. It is a non-tilting type 
mixer which has a mixed batch capacity of 7 cu. ft. 
the power unit being a radiator-cooled diesel 
engine developing 5 h.p. at 1,000 r.p.m. A 4in. 
single diaphragm pump mounted on a four- 
wheel chassis, with a capacity of up to 7,000 g.p.h. 
will be displayed. [Stands Nos. S.M, 258/9.] 


Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd., Trussley Works, 
Hammersmith-grove, W6, are exhibiting the 
following: Millforms, for use in shuttering or 
formwork; Millframe scaffolding; Millprops 
(adjustable steel props with high tensile steel 
pins); Millstruts (adjustable steel struts for 
trench and culvert shoring, etc.) ; adjustable floor 
centres; splithead trestles and light cradle 
equipment. [Stand Nos. F, 121/2.] 


Shown for the first time by H. R. Nash, Ltd., 
Dorking, Surrey, will be the ‘‘ Nash 10” roller 
tractor dumper, which is a four-wheeler with a 
claimed speed of 10 m.p.h., fitted with a 10 cu. ft. 
hopper, front wheel brakes and mudguards. 
It can be used with petrol or TVO and, like the 
three-wheeler, is fitted with a clutch in the rear 
axle giving two-wheel positive drive as and when 
required. It also incorporates a built-in roller 
flywheel to give the transmission a greater draw- 
bar pull. The heavy roller can take up traction 
with the wheels under excessively tough 
conditions. Other exhibits will include a_con- 
crete mixer and trailers. [Stand No. N, 267.] 


The stand of R. H. Neal and Co., Ltd., Plant 
House, Ealing, W5, will be mainly devoted to the 
Neal Lorry Loader, which is being shown for the 
irst time. The Lorry Loader is a hydraulic 
crane, with a capacity up to 14 tons, which can 
be fitted to practically any lorry. A single lever, 


at the side of the lorry, controls the motions of 


hoisting, slewing and lowering. The crane is 
immediately available for action on engaging the 
power take-off which effects the hydraulic action. 
There is power slewing through 180 deg. and the 
telescopic jib provides for varying outreach. 
en not in use the jib is compactly stowed 
behind the cab. The Lorry Loader will be 
shown fitted to a typical lorry and will be fully 
demonstrated. [Stands Nos. Y, 387/8.] 


Nufloor, Ltd., Basildon, Essex, will be exhibiting 
anew “ Lightweight ” 8 in. floor sanding machine, 
details of which will be available on their stand. 
Also at the exhibition for the first time, although 
On the market for some months, will be the 
Nufloor planing machine. Their 8in. and the 
lin. floor sanders will again be on view and in 
addition there will be a selection of floor and 
Pony geet souls to suit all conditions. [Stand 
NO. J, 179 


A range of Sylvan sawbenches will be displayed 
by William Osman, 1450a, High-road, Whetstone, 
N20, including a 10 in. bench saw (model BM) 
Motorised 3 or 1 h.p.; a 12 in. portable sawbench 
{Model GS) fitted with 1 h.p. electric motor or 
« hp. petrol engine; a 14 in. general purpose 
sawbench (Model PT) fitted with 2 h.p. electric 
motor or 24 h.p. petrol engine; and a 16 in. 
heavy-duty sawbench (Model SS) fitted with 
3 hp. electric motor or 34 h.p. petrol engine. 
A full range of Watts woodworking machines 
Will also be on show, including a 9 in. surface 
Planer (Model PMW); an electric hollow chisel 
Mortising machine (Model SLG); an electric 
hollow chisel attachment for hand mortisers; 
4 spindle moulder (Model ESK); and an 8 in. 
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electric bandsaw machine (Model BSE) which is 
a heavy floor model, self-contained with built- 
in motor for sawing timber up to 9 in. deep. 
[Stands Nos. 469/471 Gallery.] 


Palmer’s Trave Cradle and Scaffold Co., 
Ltd., 129, Gt. Suffolk-street, SE1, will show on 
their stand a cradle incorporating the latest 
developments and complying with the require- 
ments of the Building Regulations. Their patent 
climber which will also be shown can be operated 
from within the cradle and is claimed to be the 
simplest and safest appliance yet produced for the 
suspension of travelling cradles. Other exhibits 
will include tubular scaffolding and patent 
fittings and a model of a permanent runway of 
the type which is incorporated into the structure 
of the buildings, and from which cradles can be 
suspended for cleaning windows, glazed brick, 
etc. [Stands Nos. H, 174 and J, 211.] 


Frederick Parker, Ltd., Viaduct Works, 
Catherine-street, Leicester, will assemble the 
widest range possible to give an indication of the 
full range of Parker Plant that is made for the 
building industry. The exhibit will consist of a 
Mini-Giant small capacity concrete mixer, the 
smallest Parker mixer, with a capacity of 3/2 cu. 
ft.; the Little-Giant hand-fed concrete mixer for 
mixing concrete, tarmacadam, hair plaster, 
compo, mortar and plaster; the model 5D (7/5 cu. 
ft. capacity) Speedia roller-bearing, loader-fed, 
concrete mixer; the model 7S (10/7 cu. ft. capacity) 
Non-Tilt loader-fed concrete mixer; the Overoll 
roller pan mixer, and the portable belt loader, 
type “ EL, ”’ which is shown for the first time at 
the Building Exhibition. [Stands Nos. P, 296/7.] 


Parry and Son (Tools), Ltd., 329, Old-street, 
EC1, will be exhibiting a range of medium- 
priced woodworking machines suitable for all 
branches of the building trade, including com- 
pressors, electric tools, etc. [Stand No. 423, 
Gallery.] 


Pegson, Ltd., 7, Iddesleigh House, Caxton- 
street, SW1, will be showing a representative 
selection from their range of contractors’ plant 
including self-priming centrifugal, plunger and 
diaphragm pumps, road rammers and rippers. 
Chief interest will be centred around their new 
power rammer which it is claimed will give 
increased compaction and maximum dry density 
with simpler operation and lower running costs. 
The rammer has been completely redesigned and 
represents an improvement on current models. 
The Pegson road ripper, which is self-contained 
and requires no air lines or compressor, will also 
be exhibited. It can be provided with a full 
range of tools for breaking up road surfaces, 
concrete, brickworks and hardened foundations 
and for clay digging, light pile driving, etc. 
[Stand No. C, sof 


John Pickles and Son (Engineers), Ltd., Hebden 
Bridge, Yorkshire, will be exhibiting a representa- 
tive range of their sawmill and woodworking 
machinery, including a twin stair trenching 
machine, type ST, which has two trenching 
spindles driven through flexible belts from a motor 
mounted on the rear of the swinging frame. 
These two spindles enable a pair of string boards 
to be trenched simultaneously; hence, perfectly 





The Neal lorry loader. R. H. Neal @ 
Co., Ltd. 








ae ee handsawing machine, an 
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finger surface — machine, and a 

and moulding ine. [Stands. Nos. V,368/9. 
William Randall and Co. (Horsham), Léd., 

Slinfold, Horsham, Sussex, will again be exhibiting 

pole and extension ladders, in which every rung 

- = with a galvanised rod. [Stand No. 


The Rawiplug Co., Ltd., Cromwell-road, SW7, 
will be showing a wide — 4 of oa devices 
and tools on their stand, of ial interest 
will be a large demonstration unit showing some 
of the many applications for Rawl from the 
tiny No. 3 A in.) to No. 30 (1 in.) which is claimed 
to take a direct load of four tons. For demon- 


strations of hole boring and making fixings with 
Rawiplug tools and devices a special brick and 
concrete wall will be erected on the stand. This 
will enable visitors to judge the merits of the 
respective demonstrations and also carry out 
tests themselves. There will be demonstrations 
of the masonry-cutting speeds of the new process 
Durium drills, and another exhibit will be the 
Rawiplug Drill-Hammer. As its name im 
this is an attachment which, when fitted to an 
electric drill, converts its rotary motion to a 
percussion action, each revolution producing 
ablow. [Stand No. L, 242.] 


Among the exhibits of David Roberts and Co. 
(Engineers), Ltd., Birmingham, will be a mechan- 
ical continuous loader; a new machine designed 
for scooping and conveying aggregates and other 
small loose materials, such as sand, coal and coke. 
Other exhibits will include articulated conveyors 
to work in conjunction with the continuous loader 
for feeding weigh-batches and mixers or loadin 
transport; Tubcor scaffolding; steel props 
struts; formwork; Wacker vibrators and tam- 
pers; concrete mixers; and a Be-Mo universal 
woodworker. Other plant on show will include 
the Tornado cartridge hammer, expanding road- 
barriers, wheel-barrows, site huts, etc. [Stand 
No. D, 68.] 


The new Drayton one yard dumper will be 
displayed by Road Machines on), Ltd., 
Horton-parade, West Drayton, Middlesex. This 
dumper can be fitted with a 6h.p. diesel engine 
or petrol engine to order. It has tractor trans- 
mission, 3-speed gearbox with reverse gear, top 
travelling speed 10-18 m.p.h., gravity end dump 
body. A continuously running film ay ae 
the mono-rail transporter, the swing/weigh- 
batchers, for concrete production, and the 3/4 
yard Drayton dumper, will also be shown. 
{Stand No. O, 282.]} 


A wide range of woodworking machinery is to 
be exhibited by Thomas Robinson and Son, Ltd., 
Railway Works, Rochdale, including two new 
models : the 32 in./26in. saw bench with rising 
and falling spindle, type EB/T, and the 24 in. by 
6in. three-cutter panel planer and thi % 
type VZ/T. Other exhibits will include a 54 in. 
vertical band re-saw, a 30 in. band saw, a tilting 
spindle dimension saw bench, a 32 in./26 in. saw 
bench with rising and falling spindle, a 12 in. by 
4in. planer and moulder, a 4 in. by 3 in. electric 
moulder, a 24 in. by 9 in. combined surfacer and 
thicknesser, a 24in. by 6in. three-cutter | 
planer and thicknesser, an automatic bend saw 
sharpener, an electric grinder, a cutter balance, 
and a 10in. band saw cag setting vice. 
[Stands Nos. V, 367 and U, 370.} 

Roura and Forgas, Lid., Colquhoun House, 
27-37, Broadwick-street, W1, will be showin 
the latest models of their Tornado high 
cartridge hammers which are fitted with barrel 
silencers and interchangeable barrels, for fixing 
studs with head diameters of 3 in., %& in. and 3 in. 
into brick, concrete, steel, etc., without pre-drilling 
tapping or plugging. The steel studs can be 
supplied with flat heads as a substitute for nails 
or screws ; with male threaded heads for making 
fixtures using nuts and washers; and with female 
threaded heads for making fixtures 
screws. A wide variety of standard studs and 
sdauioe, apeciel etude con be sapptied to eeten 

ition, is can ied to order. 
Technical staff will be available to ise on the 
use of the tool and its application to 
building practice. [Stand No. L, 255.] 


The exhibit of Harold G. Ruddick and Co. 
Ltd., Havelock-road, Southall, Middx., will show 
their Rudor board cutting machine for cutting 
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asbestos board, plaster board, insulation board, 
hardboard, etc. A new motor operated model 
will be working on the stand, controlled by push 
button starter, with automatic trip and reversing 
switches. It is claimed that this machine will 
cut any of the above materials at a rate of 2 ft. 
per second. A wide range of their quick action 
toggle cramps ‘will be demonstrated, including 
small, medium and heavy duty cramps for 
spindle and router work, bench and assembly 
operations, etc. Other exhibits will include 
their heavy duty piston cramps, stacking cramps 
and flooring cramps. [Stand No. 515, Gallery.] 


Russell, Macdonald and Co., Ltd., 31-35: 
Pitfield-street, Ni, will be exhibiting their ranges 
of painting and distemper brushes, as well as 2 
comprehensive selection of decorators’ tools. 
They will also be showing their Wonderwork 
paint rollers, and of interest to the industrial 
decorator will be the new Wonderwork series 
of heavy duty paint rollers suitable for the 
application of heavier decorating materials, on 

ips, oil storage tanks, factory walls, etc. 
Demonstrations will be given daily on the capa- 
bilities of their paint rollers. [Stand No. L, 246.] 


The associated companies of the Sagar 
Organisation will be showing a wide selection of 
woodworking machinery. J. Sagar and Co., Ltd., 
Halifax, will be exhibiting models from the main 
Sagar range and Houghton Engineers, Ltd., and 
Sagar (Developments), Ltd. will be exhibiting 
Burs n machines, and other products. Included 
will several entirely new or improved models 
which will be exhibited for the first time. One 
example from the range of new Sagar drum 
sanders will be shown on their stand together 
with a four-side moulder and planer for material 
Jin. by 4in. having six cutter heads. Two 
examples in their new range of panel planers will 
be shown together with other Sagar models 
including a heavy vertical spindle moulder, 
tenoner and mortiser, and examples from their 
range of sawing machines. In the Bursgreen 
range, of which ten models will be shown, is 
an interesting single end tenoner (Type CV) 
which is built on entirely new lines together 
with a new hollow chisel mortiser [Type DM], 
of which the main feature is its low selling cost 
for the amount of machinery provided. [Stands 
Nos. V, 366 and U, 358.] 


The new Bristol 22 diesel angledozer powered 
by Perkins P.3.TA engine, will be exhibited by 
H. A. Saunders, Ltd., 836-842, High-road, North 
Finchley, N.12, together with the Dragon angle- 
dozer fitted with Dorman 4DS diesel engine ; 
the } cu. yd. Digloader tractor shovel powered 
by Dorman 4DS diesel engine with Shovel Equip- 
ment by F. E. Weatherill, Ltd. ; the new Condor 
it cu. yd. hydraulic scraper and the bigger 

ition of 3 yds. capacity for machines of the 
36-40 h.p. class. An interesting feature of these 
scrapers is that no power control unit or rope is 
required and the scrapers are operated by a simple 
coupling direct to the hydraulic angledozer 
equipment of the tractor. Operation of the 
scraper is by the angledozer control valve. They 
will also be exhibiting a Condor hydraulic ripper 
and a Condor two wheeled mechanical scraper 
for use behind wheeled tractors of approximately 
35 h.p. [Stands Nos. F, 116/7.] 


Designed by Mr. Norman Elliot, the stand of 
Scaffolding (Gt. Britain), Ltd., Mitcham, Surrey, 
will display the activities of the various divisions 
of the company. Part of the stand will be at 
ag level with the main exhibit in the grand 

all, and the two are connected by a staircase 
designed and constructed by the welded structures 
division. There will also be other examples of 





The Tornado high speed cartridge hammer. 
Roura & Forgas, Ltd. 
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their work, including a scale replica of the 
Coronation Arches which they undertook for the 
Ministry of Works. Suspended scaffolding, 
travelling and fixed cradles, steel shuttering and 
builders’ plant will be additional features on this 
stand. [Stands Nos. F, 126/7.] 


Included in the exhibit of H. Schubert, Ltd., 
Imperial Works, Wenlock-road, N1, will be a 
range of veneer and plywood equipment and 
special woodworking machines, including: a 
series of veneer and plywood presses; two 
Schubert shaping and veneered moulding presses; 
a veneer splicing machine; veneer guillotines; 
three new glue spreaders, and a glue mixer. 
Included in a variety of sanding machines that 
will be on show is an Olympia II 2-drum sander. 
This is one of the range of Carstens drum sanders 
which is claimed to have a high cutting speed, 
accurate manufacture, simplicity in operation, 
which will ensure a high-grade finish on all types 
of boards, such as flush doors, plywood, and 
veneered panels, etc. [Stands Nos. V, 363 and 
W, 374.] 





The Stenner VHK band re-saw. 
of Tiverton, Ltd. 


Stenners 


H. C. Slingsby, Ltd., 89, 95 and 97, Kingsway, 
and 70-72, Great Queen-street, WC2, will be 
exhibiting the following items: Sliding wheel 
trucks, turntable platform trucks, six-wheeled 
trucks, sack trucks, stackers (hand and electric), 
barrows (wood and metal), steel back sliding 
ladders, steelheld extension step ladders, sliding 
stairways and attic ladders. A special feature 
will be the Slingsby tile surround truck No. 
540-AC. [Stand No. K, 235.] 


‘Stenners of Tiverton, Ltd., Lowman Works, 
Tiverton, will be showing a new 48-in. band re- 
saw, type VHK, which will be working on the 
stand; a new log carriage, type VL.34; an auto- 
matic electric setworks for log carriages and a new 
wide bandsaw sharpener, type SP. In addition, 
the other exhibits will include the junior band re- 
saw, type VH.42, the log bandmill unit, type 
VE.48 ; the canting spindle dimension saw- 
bench, type ABM, and the high-speed 30-in. 
bandsaw, type BOE. They will also show a 
documentary film entitled, “‘Storm over Scot- 
land,’ which shows something of the devasta- 
tion caused by the great gales in Scotland early 
this year, and the ways in which the difficulties 
of clearance and quick conversion of the fallen 
timber have been tackled. [Stand No. V, 365.] 


Stephens and Carter, Ltd., 727-761, Harrow- 
road, NWI10, will be showing a comprehensive 
range of builders’ plant, including pole-sided 
ladders in various sizes—Simplex and Midland 
extension ladders; Grafton and Portman light- 
weight extension ladders; steel adjustable props, 
splitheads, etc.; S. and C. tubular scaffolding and 
travelling cradles; Benford concrete mixers, 
barrows and handcarts. For the painter and 
decorator, steps, trestles and paste boards will be 
shown. [Stand No. R. 326.] 
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The Thwaites diesel dumper with built-up bi 
sides to the skip. Thwaites Agricultural inte 
Engineering Co., Ltd. also 
univ 
= An 
Safway equipment for industrial installation I2-i 
and maintenance work will be shown by Sterling "the 
oundry Specialties, Ltd., London-road, Bedford. hyd: 
Safway equipment consists of standardised sect 
interchangeable light tubular frames and other mac 
parts which may be erected to form any desired | labo 
scaffold or work stage. [Stand No. D, 70.} bor 
Machines to be exhibited by Stothert and Pitt, 
Ltd., Bath, will include concrete mixers of smal! 
and medium range up to 14 cu. ft. mixed batch 
capacity including tilting drum machines of 3} 
and 5 cu. ft., and non-tilting drum machines of 
5, 7, 10 and 14 cu. ft., mixed batch capacity. 
Other exhibits will be a concrete batch aggregate 
weighing apparatus, hydraulically operated, and 
vibrating rollers of the hand-propelled, power 
propelled hand-guided, tandem and trailer types, 
including their latest design hand-propelled @ 
trench vibrating roller having 13-in. wide roll. © 
{Stands Nos. O, 288/9.] 
A range of chain saws (petrol, electric and pneu- © 
matic models) will be exhibited by Teles Smith, ~ 
Ltd., 8, South Wharf, W2. The pneumatic model © 
will be of particular interest to the larger builders 
and contractors, for it can be driven from genera- 
tors used for driving other pneumatic tools, and 
it can also be used for underwater work. This 
firm will also be showing their one-man chain saw. 
This is suitable for clearing timber for building 
sites and also cross-cutting bulks of timber into 
required lengths. [Stands Nos. 514/516, Gallery.} 
A 


One of the prominent exhibits on the stand of 
the Thwaites ineering Co., Ltd., 
Welsh-road Works, Cubbington, Leamington | 
Spa, will be their diesel dumper. Carrying j ton, | W: 


or 10 cu. ft. of wet concrete, it has a low loading Nort 
height enabling it to load under any concrete Felth 
mixer at working level, and has controlled Troja 
hydraulic tipping. They will also be showing tion f 
an hydraulically-controlled backfiller blade which toget 
operates in front of the dumper enabling the whict 


single machine to be used for backfilling, or for 
transporting capacity loads without having to 
attach or detach the blade. Another new intro- 
duction will be the Thwaites diesel dumper with 
built-up sides to the skip. [Stand No. C, 66.] 


The exhibits on the stand of Trianco, Ltd., 
Imber Court, East Molesey, Surrey, will include 
a concrete block producing unit comprising & 
automatic block making machines working n @ 
conjunction with batch elevator [to muxct, 
overhead conveyor and steel gantry. Demonsiré- 
tions of the plant will be given at frequent inter~ 
vals during the course of the Exhibition, so “a 
the method of operation of the system can ¢ 
appreciated. The Trianco reinforcement A 
spacer machine will also be on view. The H. = 
vibrating table together with stecl moulds for thé 
manufacture of kerbs, edging, fence posts, eo 
may be seen, and typical examples of coos 
products which have been produced on omer 
plant will be available for inspection. [Stane 
Nos. P, 294-5.] 


S. Tyzack and Son, Ltd., 341, 343 and 34, 
Old-street, Shoreditch, ECi, will be showing 
a full range of “ Zyto” machines, including 
S.V.M. motorised combination woods 
This machine consists of a planer and saw 
and slot mortiser combined in one we “ 
operating independently. They will Fi 
exhibiting saw benches and spindie mo ok 
dimensioned saw benches and clectric 
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A comprehensive range of their paint spraying 
outfits will be shown by Volspray, Ltd., Gros- 
venor-gardens House, Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. 
The accent will be on portable machines of 
which there are two newcomers, the Volspray 
2-3 gun high pressure heavy-duty contractors’ 
lant, mounted on a trailer type chassis suitable 
lor towing and a similar machine with a diesel 
engine. An equipment for mechanical injection 
of plaster jointing, for use in connection with 
Bellrock prefabricated plaster partitioning, will 
also be shown for the first time. In addition 
there will be a spray booth fitted on the stand to 
enable spray painting demonstrations to be carried 
out. [Stand No. 421, Gallery.] 






Wadkin, Ltd., Green-lane Works, Leicester, 
will have a comprehensive range of their latest 
types of machines on exhibition. The display 
wil include high production types of special 
interest to those concerned with mass production, 
also tlie more popular types of machines with a 
universal appeal to all who work in wood. 
Among the exhibits on this stand will be the new 
I2-in. by 5-in. high-speed planer and moulder, 
the double-end tenoner WF, the model CJ.3 
hydraulic cross-cut saw, and the new 24-in. 
sectional feed thicknesser, type RK. This is a 
machine of modern Sores embodying many new 
labour-saving features. It hasa four-knife circular 
block running at 4,200 r.p.m., and the maximum 
feed speed is 100 ft. per min. [Stand No. U, 359.] 





A 24-in. and _ thicknesser, 


Wadkin, Ltd. 


panel planer 
type RK, 


yWarry Patent Building Equipment Co., Ltd., 
a Feltham Trading Estate, Faggs-road, 
am, Middlesex, will be showing their 10-cwt. 
fojan mobile platform hoist. Also on exhibi- 
tion for the first time will be their 15-cwt. Hercules 
together with a 5-cwt. Whippetmobile hoist, 
which has just been added to the range. Demon- 





























4) 1secwt. Hercules mobile platform hoist. 
arry Patent BuildingEquipment Co., Ltd. 
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The Dinkum Digger. 


strations of handling bricks with Simplex brick 
trucks will also be given. [Stand No. D, 67.] 


The S.7 concrete breaker will be among the 
exhibits to be shown by Warsop Power Tools, 
Ltd., 27, Regent-street, SW1. Details will also 
be given on the stand of the many other 
uses—for example, tamping, asphalte cutting, 
sheath pile driving, to which this breaker can be 
put. An H.D. rock drill will be on view this 
year. It incorporates the same basic mechanical 
principle as the S.7, and includes a device which 
provides increasing air pressure for dust clearance 
from the hole being drilled. New features are 
to be seen also on the Warsop Benjo rammer. A 
range of centrifugal pumps may be examined in 
detail, the models on view being 14-in., 2-in., 
3-in. petrol and 4-in. diesel. [Stand No. K, 219.] 


Whitlock Bros., Ltd., Great Yeldham, Essex, 
will be showing their Dinkum Digger trench 
excavator, a compact and mobile machine 
which can dig trenches up to 2 ft. 6 in. wide and 
8 ft. deep. So compact and manoeuvrable is the 
machine, it is claimed, that it can be used on any 
building site for excavating the foundations as 
well as the deep trenches for sewers, cables, water 
and gas services. Operation is entirely by hydrau- 
lic control, the power being derived from a small 
pump mounted on the tractor. The machine 
itself is mounted from the tractor rear axle by 
pivot pins which enable the hydraulic lift of the 
tractor to be used for raising it into the transport 
position. [Stand No. F, 118.] 


Wickham Engineering Co., Ltd., 34, Victoria- 
street, SW1, will be showing a light dumper, 
with tipping skip of 13 cu. ft. capacity for 10-15 
cwt. load; a mobile major hoist fitted with diesel 
engine having 7-10cwt. capacity with all-in weight 
of approximately 15 cwt.; a 4-in. lift and force 
diaphragm pump, having a 5-6,000 galls. per hour 
capacity with total head of 40 ft.; a 1 4-in. dia- 
phragm pump, designed for suction lifts up to 
20 ft. with delivery head up to 20 ft.; a 14-in. 
hand-operated diaphragm pump, with maximum 


- output of 1,000 galls. per hour ; a scaffold crane 


hoist, which fits standard scaffold and will raise 
loads up to 54 cwt.; a “Perfect’’ brick barrow; 
a block making press, designed for “ on-the- 
spot” production of soil-cement blocks; and 
a20-cwt.workshopcrane. [Stands Nos.G, 160/1.] 


Wilson Bros. (Leeds), Ltd., Victoria-road, Leeds, 
11, who have recently celebrated their centenary, 
will be showing a representative selection from 
their wood-working machinery. Amongst these 
exhibits are four machines of entirely new design 
which will be shown for the first time, and will be 
of particular interest. The 16 in. by 9 in. model 
PRB motorised combined surface planing and 
thicknessing machine, with cabinet type main 
frame, incorporates enclosed motor drive with 
motor mounted inside the machine and flush 
mounting control gear. Similar improvements 
have been made to the 16 in. by 9 in. model RTF 
motorised panel planing and thicknessing machine, 
Motorised model BSP-Q is an improved design 
of the BSP universal woodworker. The machine 
incorporates a 9-in. surface planer and 16-in. 
circular saw bench to cut Sin. deep. The main 
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Whitlock Bros., Ltd. 


frame is now of box section with the drive and all 
electrical equipment enclosed inside the main 
frame. Motorised model PSY pull-out 14-in. 
cross-cut saw is fitted with swivelling and canting 
head for straight, angular and compound angle 
cutting. [Stand No. W, 375.] 


Wolf Electric Tools, Ltd., Hangar-lane, W5, 
will have on display and demonstration a complete 
range of their electric tools. The exhibit will 
include drills ranging from }-in. up to 14-in. 
capacity; the newly introduced 3-in. portable 
electric belt sander, ies BS3; and the T 
RS7 and RSI0, portable electric saws. the 
Wolf combined mortiser and drill, Type CM4, 
with a capacity of up to 4-in. hard wood, will 
also be shown together with the Wolf hammer, 
Type HDI, which, apart from the standard 
applications for drilling, chipping, chasing in 
brickwork, stone and concrete, can be for 
trimming light castings, concrete form vibrating, 
light steel riveting, and many production opera- 
tions requiring rapid constant hammering action. 
An electric hammer wall plugging kit as well as 
a building and maintenance iat will also be on 
display. [Stands Nos. 489 and 491, Gallery.] 


W. C. Youngman, Ltd., Wandsworth Works, 
Wandsworth-road, SW8, will be exhibiting a 
wide selection of builders’ and contractors’ 
plant from their comprehensive range of products, 
including ladders, steps, trestles, barrows, 
tarpaulins, dust sheets, shovels, forks, picks 
such like small plant and tools in great variety. 
Special attention will be focused on the patent 
Youngman lighweight stagings and accessories. 
[Stands Nos. H, 176 and J, 209.] 
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The motorised PSY pull-out 14-in. cross- 
saw. Wilson Bros. (Leeds), Ltd. 








































as 



















































+e 


von 





woes. 


“ 


a 
Me 


SP ea 


RG we 


Pi 
~~ 


at, Ae ted . 
te 


» 


VET ere 


oa 
tt ot 


> 


Meee: 


St 


bat =. 


-. 


Sa. eee 
te * 


i~ * 


ace nei iy eet 


% 
A € 
ph 24 
nae if £0 
; mts 2 
| i> 1%; 
ik had 
ee. 


- ht te een. ae CRO ee. that at he alt ee 
~ 
A 
oe 


ae 


ee en 


cone ds oe # 
ME he os 


ce 


ee ee ee oe oe 
* ‘ > re 74. > 
. TO 


gO aS 


ot + 
Y « 
_ 
ae 


Sanpete dime Me tt Fins Bem eo tans a 


ania“ 


ae ee ed 
> 
oh 


vi a 


ae ae we Ca 


. ee ae 


vy 


Sairkg: « + 





Lien AIA A fegh Pat 


? 
= 








Sar 


* 
vos We 


4 


wet 


te eel Wie 


” 


ez. 


* 












Clay Products; Bricks, Tiles, 
Sanitary Ware 

The stand of the Accrington Brick and Tile Co., 
Ltd., has been designed by Willink and Dod, 
FRIBA, and will exhibit bricks in relatively large 
areas. The dominant feature will be a large, 
slab-like tower, built up of two 9 in. brick skins, 
the cavity being closed with timber filling. A 
brick wall will run parallel to the tower, and on 
one side of the stand will be situated a display 
screen, for showing samples and photographs. 
Various types of bricks will be displayed including 
Golden Brown Rustics, Russet Rustics, Multi 
Rustics, Red Sandfaced, Multi Smoothfaced and 
Pressed Red. [Stand No. G, 158.} 


The stand of the Carter Group of Companies, 
Poole, Dorset, will be a composition in decorated 
and plain wall tiles, floor tiles, marble, terrazzo 
and magnesite flooring. Standard units will be 
shown of hand-printed tiling. Ceramic grilles 
produced in a variety of standard designs will be 
on view. One side of a central screen, designed by 
Peggy Angus, will be a sampler of standard hand- 
printed tiles. Gordon Cullen will have designed 
the tiling for the other side of this wall with an 
abstract pattern showing examples of hand- 
printing, tubeline and hand-painting techniques. 
The decorative possibilities of glazed faience 
modelled in low relief will be seen in the panel 
designed by J. R. Ledger, ARCA. The stand 
was designed by A. B. Read, RDI, ARCA, 
Director of Design to the Carter Group of 
Companies, with Christopher Read, ARIBA, as 
consulting architect. [Stand No. D, 85.] 


A wide range of hand-made clay roofing tiles 
will be exhibited by Colthurst, Symons and Co., 
Ltd., Bridgwater, Somerset, in a variety of plain, 
coloured, sand and glazed finishes to suit every 
type of roof. The range will include No. 6 pan- 
tiles; No. 7 double roman tiles; No. 11 inter- 
locking double roman tiles; No. 14 “‘Reynardo” 
tiles (bold roll) ; ** Bambino ” interlocking tiles ; 
and “ Romanette” tiles; and over and ufder 
type, 1.e., Spanish, Italian and Lido. Fittings to 
match will be shown, including verge, mansard, 
ridge and hip tiles. [Stand No. D, 84.] 


G. H. Downing and Co., Ltd., Brampton Hill, 
Newcastle, Staffs, will include among their 
exhibits “ Acme” red smoothfaced roofing tiles, 
103 by 6$in.; sandfaced roofing tiles in various 
shades 10} by 64in.; and red floor quarries 
6 by 6 by gin. Also on view will be Staffordshire 
Blue Engineering bricks, partition blocks, floor 
blocks, and filler tiles. [Stands Nos. G, 152, 153.] 


A specimen roof will be displayed on the stand 
of Eastwoods, Ltd., 158 to 160, City-road, BBCi, 
showing a new product known as the “ Grove- 
bury ” double pan interlocking tile which will be 
placed on the market next year in addition to 
their range of concrete roofing tiles. This tile 
is understood to be light in weight and suitable 
for laying at a low pitch. Also shown will be 
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The stand of the London Brick Co., Ltd. 


Fletton bricks, and stock bricks varying from 
yellow to red, together with cements and 
concrete products. Other exhibits will include 
sanitary ware, wallboard, tiled fireplaces, continu- 
ous burning fires, asbestos cement goods, concrete 
and clay tiles, paint and ironmongery. [Stand 
No. G, 154.] 


The stand of Fisons, Ltd., Harvest House, 
Felixstowe, will have been designed to show to 
advantage the various types of Burwell kiln-fired 
Gault bricks, used either externally or internally 
where light reflection or a light effect is required. 
Sections of the walls will be pointed in various 
colours, and other grades of Gault bricks will 
also be incorporated in the stand. Photographs 
will be available for inspection of buildings where 
“Burwell”? Gault bricks have been employed, 
together with samples of Gault clay. [Stand 
No. C, 54.] 


Langley London, Ltd., Borough High-street, 
SE1, will be exhibiting their range of clay roofing 
tiles. Many of these tiles are fully interlocking, 


and coloured and glazed roofing tiles will also be 
shown. 


Included in the display will be a compre- 


i 





Designed by A. B. Read , RDI, ARCA, with 


‘A, Consulting Architect. 
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Designed by John R. Harris,, ARIBA. 


hensive range of floor tiles, cill tiles, quarries and 
fine ceramic floor tiles in a range of colours for all 
types of work. Some of these tiles have special 
qualities of resistance to acids and alkalis. For 
use in concreting work, ** Langboro ” waterproof 
building paper will be displayed. In addition, 
* Nuralite,” “* Friesalux,” salt-glazed stoneware 
pipes and decorative ceramics will be on view. 
{Stand No. F, 132.] 


A range of products manufactured from fireclay 
will be exhibited by the Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd., 
Wortley, Leeds, 12. The centre portion of the 
stand will be constructed with 12in. by 9in. 
hollow partition blocks. These blocks can be 
supplied in varying thicknesses up to 6in., and 
can be glazed one side or both with variations of 
colour and texture. The walls of the stand will 
depict varied sizes of faience slabbing, and the 
ranges of colour in which the company can 
produce tiles, slabs, constructional terra-cotta 
or bricks. Examples of “ Imperial” porcelain 
sanitary ware and ceramic decoration of earthen- 
ware and fireclay tiles will be displayed, together 
with examples of the company’s | refractory 
products. {Stands Nos. K, 227 and 228.] 


In the interests of brick economy at this par 
ticular time the London Brick Co., Ltd., Africa 
House, Kingsway, WC2, is to depart from the 
massive use of brickwork which has characterised 
its stand at previous exhibitions. Instead, Z 
exhibit will consist of six display piers showing . 
various types of brick manufactured by is 
company and a series of photographic Poe 
illustrating production and other activities. * 
exhibit has been designed by John R. Harris, 
ARIBA. [Stand No. E, 97.] 


The stands of the Marley Tile Co, m, 
London-road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent, (tbe 
show an oast house providing some featgres © od 
tiler’s craft. A full range of all types of see ‘at 
will be displayed, including plain—both. po 
and cross-cambered, Westwold, Ludlow 4 
locking tiles, Anglia Pantiles and be sag heme 
The Anglia Pantile and the Yeoman te a 
porate a variable gauge. Trough Yc fone 
will also be displayed. One section of t i on 
will show “ Marlith ” eet vee! page dag 

iling. “* Marleytiex 
newer anes -_ be laid over timber or — 
sub-floors. Specimens will be on view i arity 
base skirting and plastic edging St!!P 182 . 5 203 
of colours. [Stands Nos. H, 181 and 18-; 


and 204.) 
Michael Nairn and Co., Ltd., 131, Alderse 


i biting ( 
Street, London, EC1, will be exhib 
house” tiles. These are low-cost PV C Boot tiles, 
made in two qualities: ¢ in. for canteen, 
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hospitals, offices, showrooms and all places where 
for traffic is heavy, and yy in. for houses, flats 
and places where traffic is light. The tiles are 
available in a range ef 20 colours. Their exhibit 
will be in conjunction with their associate com- 
pany, the British Congoleum, Ltd., who will be 
introducing “ Congowall.” The stand is designed 
by Neville Conder, ARIBA. [Stands Nos. 442 
to 444, Gallery.] 


The National Federation of Clay Industries 
will endeavour to point out the variety and versa- 
tility of traditional burnt clay products. The stand 
will incorporate 88 specimen panels of facing 
bricks, drawn from works in all parts of the 
country. Above these will be panels of plain 
and double Roman tiles and pantiles, representa- 
tive of the wide variety of types, colours and 
textures made by the clay tile industry. The floor 
of the stand will be laid with clay floor quarries 
to demonstrate the different effects obtainable 





The stand of the National Federation of 
Clay Industries. Cecil C. Handisyde, 
ARIBA, AADipl, Architect. 


by varying the pattern and joint thickness. 
Alternative colours available in quarries will be 
shown in display panels. Cecil C. Handisyde, 
ARIBA, is the designer of the stand. [Stand 
No. D, 88.] 


The exhibit of the Redhill Tile Co., Ltd., 
} oorhouse, near Westerham, Kent, will feature 
the “50” Roman-pattern interlocking tile. This 
tile was first introduced in early 1951 and gives 
a traditional English appearance. The stand will 
be in the form of an L-shaped pavilion with a 
forecourt and an illuminated world relief map 
Which will illustrate the world-wide interests of 
the Redland Group. [Stand No. E, 99.] 


With, the emphasis on good contemporary 
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A representative selection of tiles. 


design, Shires and Co. (London), Ltd., Green- 
bottom Works, Guiseley, Yorks, will show a 
wide range of new or improved sanitary ware on 
their stand. The “ Lynx” series of w.c. suites, 
now available in white, amber and pastel shades 
in addition to the original glossy black, will 
dominate the display. The range of Lynx ware 
has been extended to embrace matching wash 
basins. These will be represented by an example 
in amber with chromium-plated fittings. Also 
featured will be the Shires’ * Poly-Flush,” an 
exact duplicate in non-corrosive plastic of the 
standard type of steel or aluminium fitment with 
a fixed flange connection to the cistern outlet. 
Costing no more than the steel equivalent, it is 
understood to be less than a quarter of the 
weight. The “ Poly-Float” for cold water 
cisterns is moulded in tough, transparent poly- 
styrene. It is claimed to be buoyant, immune 
to corrosion and completely watertight. [Stands 
Nos. N, 276 and 277.] 


John Steventon and Sons, Ltd., Potters Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, will be exhibiting an 
entirely new range of tiled and faience fireplaces, 
together with specimens of their sanitary earthen- 
ware products. In addition they will be exhibiting 
samples of their full range of coloured flooring 
tiles which are being produced by their associate 
company, Steventon Tileries, Ltd., Chesterton. 
Among these items will be several 8 in. by 8 in. 
features which they are making as a speciality. 
{Stands Nos. K, 222/3.] 





The stand of Rawlings Bros., Ltd., which was the subject of a competition organised by the 


company f, 


or students at the Hammersmith School of Building. 


The winning design was 


submitted by Mr. R. H. Gordon, a second-year student, who supervised the prefabrication, 


“rection, decoration and furnishing of the stand. 
‘ells Coates, OBE, FRIBA. 


The assessor of the competition was Mr. 


Steventon Tileries, Ltd. 


Concrete Products and Stone 


Once again the main exhibit of A.B.C.D. 
(Raynes Park), Ltd., 34/35, Alpha-road, Surbiton, 
Surrey, will be the Alborough precast concrete 
garage. A particular feature will be a large 
scale model of a block of these garages erected on 
a step-site. The manufacturers claim a saving of 
at least 10 per cent. in erection eosts by adopting 
this method on sloping sites. It is un 
that the step-site of erection can be 
applied to any site. The company’s coal bunkers 
will also be displayed. [Stand No. N, 275.] 


The Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd., Bath, 
will be exhibiting Bath, Portland, Doulting, Beer 
and Roach Portland stones, all of which will be 
used in the general construction of the stand and, 
in addition, the use of polished Portland stone 
will be indicated in a fireplace surround. 
Emphasis will be given to the suggested standardis- 
ation of such items as copings, cills, jambs and 
lintols, included amongst which will be window 
surrounds standardised to metal frame sizes. 
Prefabricated walling units in rough-faced 
natural stone will also be included in the con- 
struction of the stand. A central feature in 
modern sculptured treatment will be shown in 
Shelly Portland stone, standing on a Roach 
Portland plinth or base. [Stand No. C, 42.] 


Shown on the stand of Edward Benton and Co., 
Ltd., Ferring, Worthing, Sussex; will be a 
selection of Creteangle metal moulds for the 
rapid production of precast concrete posts, spurs, 
air bricks, garden ornaments, etc. Included in 
this range will be a patent adjustable paving flag 
mould and also a patent universal post mould, 
this latter having special adjustable fitments 
which enables it to cast many different types of 
concrete posts, thus saving the expense of pro- 
ducing special moulds where only a few of a 
pattern are required. A new product exhibited 
for the first time will be the Creteangle bar spacer 
machine, and the Dri-Crete walling system will 
also be shown. [Stand No. 408, Gallery.] 


On the stand of the Cement Marketing Co., 
Ltd., Portland House, Tothili-street, Westminster, 
SWI, will be shown the most recent developments 
in the use of the range of materials for structural 
and decorative purposes supplied by this com- 
pany. The structural portion will be of pre- 
stressed concrete and precast concrete com- 
ponents. Special prominence amongst the 
exhibits will be given to Blue Circle products 
for decorative work: cast stone made with 
Snowcrete; terrazzo made with Colorcrete; 
surfaces painted with Snowcem and examples of 
Cullamix Tyrolean finish in a range of colours. 
Stippled and other textures produced with 
Cullamix and Cemprover No. 2 will demonstrate 
the possibilities of this form of decoration. 
stand has been designed by Kenneth Bayes, 
FRIBA, MSIA. [Stand No. F, 130.] 


Cheecol Processes, Ltd., 644, Oxford-road, 
Reading, Berks, will be exhibiting their water- 
roof lightweight building blocks and No-Fines 
lightweight building blocks, together with samples 
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The stand of the Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd. 
Donald Hamilton, Wakeford and Partners, LG FRIBA, Architects 


of their lightweight concrete, which can be used 
for floor and roof screeds to provide thermal and 
sound insulation. Other exhibits will include 
coloured lightweight waterproof panels for external 
and internal finishes for buildings; Cemix, an 
additive to cement for mortar, rendering and 
screeding which is claimed to save 50 per cent. 
cement and all the lime; mixers and pumps for 
use with the Cheecol Grouting Process for roads, 
concrete slabs for houses, factory floors, aero- 
dromes, etc., and Permacem cement paint in a 
range of attractive shades. [Stand No. 565, 
Gallery.] 


John Cooke and Son (Huddersfield), Ltd., 
Queens Mill-road, Little Royd, Huddersfield, will 
be showing their Armocrete precast concrete 
system of floors and roofs, which will be demon- 
strated by means of their 5 in. deep units fixed 
as a roof over their stand. The soffit of the roof 
will be broken up into panels to show the different 
methods of ceiling coverage, both suspended and 
direct, and also the ease with which electric light 
points and holes for service pipes can be accommo- 
dated. Various samples of their other products 
and floor finishes will be on show. [Stand No. 
532, Gallery.] 

































stand of the Cement Marketing Co. Ltd. By Kenneth Bayes, FRIBA, MSIA. 
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The stand of Costain Concrete Co. 
Wandsworth-road, SW8, has been ctignn 2 
Ronald Dickens, MSIA, with R. B. Hornby in 
collaboration. The main feature will be a stair. 
case in two flights and with an intermediate 
viewing platform, constructed of prestressed 
concrete. The staircase, as well as being an 
exhibit, will have a major function in that it 
provides access from Costain’s stand direct to the 
gallery, where there will be a special display of 
prestressed concrete exhibits. To the front of the 
stand is a wall, running in part under the viewing 
platform, into which is embedded a display of 
Stahlton flooring sections. The whole floor area 
of the stand is  gpinge with Cotswold reconstructed 
stone, overlaid in one area by standard g 
Ba/34 stones with a kerbing. [Stands Nos. Q, 


The exhibit of John Ellis and Sons, Ltd., 21, 
New Walk, Leicester, will include examples of 
their reconstructed stone and their exposed 
aggregate finishes, which will be displayed in a 
variety of different textures and aggregates. 
Also shown will be examples of several types of 
their Stafford unit buildings. These can be 
erected up to 100 ft. in length and 28 ft. in width 


(single span) or wider in double span, with heights é 


of 7 ft., 8 ft., 9 ft. and 10 ft. to eaves. They are 
designed on a 4 ft. grid and widths and 












lengths may be adjusted in multiples of 4 ft. A | 
further exhibit tobe shown for the first time will 





An example of a Stafford concrete building. John Ellis and Sons, Ltd. 


be their partition panels. These consist of a 





sandwich of various insulating materials between § 


two sheets of hardboard in sizes 4 ft. by 4 ft. 
and 8 ft. by 4 ft. [Stand No. O, 285.] 


The stand of Finlock Gutters, Ltd., 25, Frant- § 


road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, has been con- 


structed to demonstrate the Finlock combined | 
gutter and eaves units. The company specialises § 
entirely in the manufacture of Finlock gutters, @ 
and on show will be a range of standard __ ; 
and fittings. A technical staff will be in atten® © 


ance and will be at the disposal of callers. [Stand 


No. T, 354.] 


Sy 


Furniss and Co., Queens Mill-road, Hudders- = 
field, will be showing their lead clothed pater’ @ 


glazing bar and also the aluminium system 0 


patent glazing, which will be 
two stretches of roof glazing. Th fazed 
latest development of sound-proo! double-gla 
windows in aluminium glazing bars W) Lokweld 
shown, together with an exaniple a cnn 
purpose-made casement windows. Nich will 
small models will be on view, one of w gto 
be a section of a small Lantern Light. [ 
No. 534, Gallery.] 

Ltd., 73, 


fi Aluminous Cement ©o., MC. 
sy W1, will be showing their —_ 
Fondu, the British-made alum ge 
This product is claimed to make foie 
concrete within one day and to powess S pr 
immunity from attack by mineral SUIPDEE) ‘igs 
high resistance to other chemicais.-— 4 vithg 
marked refractory properties when mt ae 
refractory aggregate such as crushe — 
the resultant mixture being known 4s ractory 
concrete. [Stand No. D, 28.] 
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Part of the stand of “ Noelite,” Ltd., Borough 
Green, Kent, will be paved with their Noelite 

ving in many of the sizes and some of the 
colours in which it is manuf. » which will 
show a wide choice of style for ple en of out- 
door paving work. The non-slip , Tesult- 
ing from a special process in its manufacture, is 
claimed to make it suitable for the surrounds of 
schools, hospitals, welfare centres and sports 
grounds, etc. Various types of dwarf terrace and 
boundary walling, suitable for use on housing 
schemes, will also be shown, together with a 
photographic display of some recent typical jobs 
on which Noelite has been used. [Stand No. H, 
188.] 


Orlit, Ltd., Colnbrook By-pass, Colnbrook, 
Bucks, will be using their stand to demonstrate 
their system of prefabricated, concrete framing. 
Where a structural frame is required for any 
kind of building it is claimed that the adoption 
of the Orlit system, while giving full scope in 
design to architect or builder, results in con- 
siderable economies both in direct cost and in 
speed of erection. Their stand will be mainly 
devoted to a model of a factory with ancillary 
buildings, the various forms of Orlit construction 
being incorporated. The factory layout was 
chosen as being most suitable for demonstrating 
a number of constructional methods, but any one 
or other of these methods could equally well be 
used for schools, hospitals, canteens, etc. [Stands 
Nos. 600/1/2, Gallery.] ' 


Two new developments will be shown by the 
Cellular Products Division of the Pyrene Co., Ltd., 
Great West-road, Brentford, Middx. The first 
will be the Phomene light concrete process, which 
enabies aerated concrete to be made in a wide 
range of densities, which may be accurately con- 
trolled. Its applications include: precast blocks 
and slabs; in situ house construction; floor and 
roof screeds; and insulation of cold stores, 
heating pipes, etc. The second will be the 
Phomene mortar plasticizer, which is claimed to 
save half the cement used in bricklaying and 
rendering mortars by making lean mixes smooth, 

fatty” and easy to spread. [Stands Nos. 497 
and 499, Gallery.} 


In the centre of the stand of True Flue, Ltd., 
Convector House, Acacia-road, NW8, will be a 
typical chimney stack composed of their standard 
precast concrete anchor blocks and circular 
refractory flue linings. These linings have 
rebated joints to ensure correct alignment and to 
obviate displacement when placing weak concrete 
infilling. For exhibition purposes the infilling 
will be partially omitted to show the system of 
construction. Another exhibit to be shown for 
the first time will be an economical form of 
domestic flue composed of easily handled light- 
weight concrete blocks of high insulation value, 
into which has been cast circular refractory 
concrete flue linings. An interesting new exhibit 
will be their new precast external flue. Several 
of the units will be displayed in section, showing 

Construction of the flue, and one complete 
ri will be shown half full-size. [Stand No. A, 


Timber Products; Joinery, 
Fencing, etc. 


, The Airscrew Co, and Jicwood, Ltd., Wey- 
ridge, Surrey, will be exhibiting their man- 
made timber ‘* Weyroc.” Featured on their stand 
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The stand of William Mallinson and Son, Ltd. Designed by Clive Latimer, MSIA. 


will be a cinema which will have its interior walls 
panelled to demonstrate all finishes possible with 
**Weyroc.” Four types will be shown, plain, 
paper surfaced, veneered and plastic faced, as 
well as its various treatments. The cinema will 
show films telling the story of ‘‘ Weyroc,” includ- 
ing its manufacture and uses. A range of full- 
sized 8 ft. by 4 ft. “* Weyroc” boards in all 
finishes will be displayed on the outside walls of 
the cinema. On the remainder of the stand 
prominence will be given to plastic-faced 
**Weyroc.” [Stand No. 548, Gallery.] 


The stand of Bryce, White and Co., Ltd., 
16, South Wharf-road, Paddington, W2, will 
have been designed and constructed by the 
company’s own staff, using materials from stock. 
It will display doors, mouldings, joinery and 
wallboards. The doors exhibited will comprise 
several designs for exterior and interior use 
which can be supplied from stock in various sizes. 
Examples of mouldings and joinery will be 
displayed, which have been manufactured in the 
company’s own works. Also on view will be 
samples of hardboard and insulation board, as 
well as “ Stramit” and ‘“‘ Weyroc.” [Stand No. 


The English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association 
(Incorporated), Sackville House, 40, Piccadilly, 
WI, will display an extensive range of standard 
joinery, including casement windows to cover 
normal requirements, sash windows of both the 
weight and spring-balanced types, and a full 
range of doors comprising flush, panelled and 
glazed wood doors, available in various widths. 
Other exhibits will include door frames with 
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The stand of Orlit, Ltd. Kenneth Lindy, Joseph Hill and Partners, F & ARIBA, Architects. 


fanlights and wing lights and a range of kitchen 
units. [Stand No. G,142.]} 


A feature on the stand of J. Gliksten and Son, 
Ltd., Carpenter’s-road, Stratford, E15, will be 
oo eee of - ae l, which is a 

roduct of the gian itte organisation. 
The exhibitors have been appointed sole distri- 
butors for the UK and “ Glinex,” as the material 
will be known here, is manufactured in a com- 
prehensive range of thi sizes and 
densities, and can be used for wall linings, self- 
supporting partitions, ceilings; for 
thermal eae -pee for 
constructional purposes. Also 
be a selection of flush doors, “* Hernite 
board and insulation board, “BP” bitumen- 
bonded board, softwoods for house building and 
a suspended ceiling fixed by Gliksten’s own patent 
method. [Stand No. G, 144.] 


The exhibit of William Mallinson and Sons, 
Ltd., 130/150, Hackney-road, E2, will comprise 
examples of various forms of material, includin 


nate yoy ony oo own and im § 
yw wi t with extensively, includin 
British made, resin-bonded pl and om 
items as “ Armourply ” metal-covered plywood, 


compregnated plywood, compressed 

curved plywood and blockboards. Examples 

will be shown of paneiling built up with face 
There 


veneer and veneering on metal. will be a 
general display of — grown hardwoods and 
a large variety of ice veneers. “ Lydney- 
board” will also be included, together with 
various examples of hardwood and veneered 


floorings. The complete di has been 
designed by Clive Latimer, MSIA. "stand No. E, 
100.) 

The stand of Medway Buildings and Supplies, 
Ltd., Phoenix Wharf, Rochester, Kent, will be 
principally devoted to the system of ricated 


construction shown for the first time. This is 
the Medway “ Plyskin” ee of prefabricated 
stressed skin panels in conjunction with 
laminated timber posts. Modular planning has 
been employed for this system upon a 6-ft. 
external module sub-divisible for internal plan- 
ning. The technique consists of a glued and 
laminated T post at grid intersections to which 
wall panels are bolted to form a four-fold 
laminated post at 6-ft. centres. An extensive 
range of wall panels are available, including a 
variety of window sections which use storm 
sashes. The stand will include models and 
fae ot graphs of different ranges of prefabricated 
Idings manufactured for a wide i of 
(Stand N 


BT” permanent and temporary. oO. 


All-purpose timber units formi , 
element of the “ Trofdek ” tie 
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available for roof spans up to 24 ft. and floor 
spans up to 20 ft. will be exhibited for the first 
time by H. Newsum Sons and Co., Ltd., Carholme- 
road, Lincoln. These have a self-weight of 1.7 
to 24 lb. per sq. ft. according to the type of unit. 
One of the exhibits will be a 34 ft. long “ Trofdek ” 
unit of a total area of 182 ft. super weighing 
24 Ib. per sq. ft. Various applications of the 
system for floors, walls and roofs will be shown, 
as well as technical data, specifications and 
typical design details. [Stand No. 446, Gallery.] 


Floorings and Trim 


The display of the Adamite Co., Ltd., Manfield 
House, Strand, WC2, will include “* Vynoleum,”’ 
a felt-backed, general-purpose floor and stair 
covering, for domestic and medium duty instal- 
lations. “ Altro”’ safety flooring will be exhibited. 
This is a heavy duty, non-slip, flexible flooring 
in roll form, for severe industrial abrasion com- 
bined with chemical and oil spillage. Other items 
on display will include ‘‘ Altro”’ flooring, for 
use in general pedestrian areas; and safety 
treads for wooden, metal or concrete stairs on 
internal and external installations. [Stand No. 
537, Gallery.] 


The hardwood surface and resin-bonded sand 


base which forms “ Ardux”’ tile flooring will 
be exhibited by Aero Research, Ltd., Duxford, 


r Reeser yearn 


Ardux tiles. 


Cambridge. This is understood to have no ther- 
mal movement, a resistance to moisture and dry 
rot, and is fixed with cement mortar directly 
on a concrete sub-floor to obviate the need of an 
accurate screed. In addition, specimens of flush 
doors made with “ Aerolite’’ synthetic resin 
glue will be on view. [Stand No. 653, Gallery.] 


The ground floor of the stand of the Armstrong 
Cork Co., Ltd., Kingsbury, NW9, will be screeded 
concrete surfaced with “ Accotile’’ in three 
sections, each designed and furnished to simulate 
in vignette form the domestic kitchen, dining- 
room and lounge. The “hall” will be in 
** Accotile ” with a wall of cork tile and a stair- 
way finished with “*Accotile’’ treads. The 
first floor will be entirely laid with cork tile in 
different tones and advantage has been taken of 
corner features to display the story and samples 
of other products, such as cleaning powder, 
“ Accogloss” polish for floors and cork slabs for 
thermal insulation. [Stand No. C, 46.] 


Details of their complete contracting service 
for the installation of rubber floors will be shown 
by The Avon India Rubber Co., Ltd., Mabledon- 
place, WC1. Examples shown will illustrate the 
colour and scope offered by this medium. It is 
understood to be suitable for all public buildings, 
with additional sound-reducing qualities to recom- 
mend it for hospitals, hotels and churches. A 
studio design service is made available by the 
manufacturers. [Stand No. S, 338.] 


The exhibit of S. Bennett and Son (Wood Floor- 
ing), Ltd., Queen’s Park-road, Harold Wood, 
Romford, Essex, will cover a comprehensive 
flooring service for industrial, commercial and 
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private uses. Wood block and tongued and 
grooved hardwood flooring prepared from 
selected African and European hardwoods will be 
shown, together with parquet flooring of prime- 
quartered and half-quartered Slavonian oak, 
laid straight in lengths, herringbone, basket or 
strike pattern, for laying .over existing wooden 
floors. Rubber and cork tile flooring, and 
“ Leytone”’ jointless composition flooring will 
be on view, as well as thermo-plastic tiles. [Stands 
Nos. 461 to 463, Gallery.] 


The British Rubber Development Board, Market 
Buildings, Mark-lane, EC3, will — on their 
stand some of the uses of rubber in building con- 
struction and civil engineering, with special 
emphasis on recent developments. These will 
include rubber sheet and tile floorings, wall 
coverings in the form of sheet rubber, latex- 
cement compositions, anti-vibration mountings, 
pipe joints, rubber for thermal insulation, and 
anti-static rubber. Other exhibits will include 
the uses of rubber in the casting of concrete ducts, 
concrete finishes, the forming of keys in concrete, 
and plumbing, and electrical installations. [Stand 
No. B, 34.] 


The display of Burtain, Ltd., 16, Sheldon-street, 
W2, will include wood blocks in various hard 
and softwoods; oak parquet for fixing on to 
existing board floors; cork tiles in various shades 
and thicknesses; 


and rubber tiles in various 





Aero Research, Ltd. 


colours. Also on view will be “ Econolin”’ lino 
tile flooring, and coloured floor finish for layin 
on wood or concrete subfloors. [Stand No. A, 15. 


A. Elder Reed and Co., Ltd., 103 and 105, 
Battersea High-street, SW11, suppliers of raw 
materials and equipment, will be displaying 
Magnesite, Magnesium Chloride, pigments, fillers 
emulsion, polishes, together with hydrometers, 
steel wool, tools, polishing and scrubbing 
machines, etc. Marble drills and saws will be 
shown with terrazzo polishing machines, tools, 
polishing stones and discs, etc. Also exhibited 
will be dried and graded silica sand, precoloured 
sands — seareanins., white marble chippings, 
spar chippings, an recoloured a ates. 
[Stand No. G, 157.] r sia 
_Featured on the stand of L. Fishburn, 31, 
Courthouse-gardens, N3, will be ‘* Roflex ” 
resin flooring. This is an in situ floor which is 
spread cold with a trowel and air-dries to a 
tough flexible continuous surfacing of about 
1/16-in. thick. It is understood to be com- 
pletely dust free, resistant to oils, fats and grease 
and to withstand heavy trucking. [Stand No. 
543, Gallery.] 


Highways Construction, Ltd., Iddesleigh House, 
Caxton-street, Westminster, SWI, will be exhibit- 
ing what is possibly the largest piece of natural 
rock asphalt brought into this country. The 
asphalt is shown in its raw state, together with 
photographs of the mine workings 1,000 ft. 
below ground level. The exhibit includes the range 
of asphalt and pitch mastics for building which are 
available for general-purpose coloured flooring, 
special types of industrial flooring, roofing, 
tanking and dampcoursing. Of special interest 
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The stand of the Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. 


will be those mastics used in flooring heavy engin- 
eering works, factories, warehouses, and breweries, 
low temperature storage, high temperature storage, 
and where acid and oil-resisting properties are 
required. [Stand No. C, 56.] 


The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., Steel House, Tothill-street, Westminster, 
SWI, will exhibit samples of their Trinidad 
mastic asphalt applications for roofing, flooring 
and damp-coursing. The range of floorings will 
vary from asphalt surfaces suitable for the heaviest 
trafficked factory floors to decorative designed 
floors in ‘ Semastic”’ tiles and “ Trinascolin” 
for use in buildings where colour is required. 
Heavy-duty and industrial floorings will include 
** Lithocrete,”’ ‘* Acetas’’ (acid-resisting) and 
* Oilphalt ’’ (oil-resisting), together with * Litho- 
falt’’ asphalt paving-blocks and “ Trinasco” 
compressed-rock asphalt tiles. Other exhibits 
will include examples of “* Trinasco”’ surfacing 
and concrete products. [Stand No. F, 128.] 


The exhibit of the Linoleum Manufacturers’ 
Association, 127, Victoria-street, SW1, will take 
the form of a three-dimensional street scene in 
which every building is modelled completely in 
linoleum. Seven models will stand in the fore- 
ground, showing the foyer of a cinema, store, 
bank, tea room, saloon bar, government building 
and hospital ward. On the other side of the model 
will be found a complete presentation in relief 
of the interior of a council house, displaying 
the application of linoleum. [Stands Nos. 640 


and 641, Gallery.] 
The “ Fabriloc” system of prefabricated 


hardwood parquet flooring will be demonstrated 
by Panel Parquetry, Ltd., of Rhyl, North Wales. 
This system provides a parquet floor of traditional 
herringbone design in 5-16 in. thick hardwood 
blocks. The blocks are prefabricated into panels 
each of 12 blocks, which are fixed to three base- 
boards by the use of urea-formaldehyde glue. 
When slid together these panels interlock in any 
direction, and the fixing points are covered by the 
adjacent blocks of the next panels. The floor, 
it is understood, can be fixed securely either on 
wood, concrete or tiles without the use o! pitch 
or emulsion. A waterproof concreting paper }s 
used to cover the sub-floor before fixing, and 
renders the floor impervious to moisture. [Stand 
No. 655, Gallery.] 
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The Philip Flooring Co., Ltd., 66-8, Hertford- 
toad, Dalston, N1, will be exhibiting samples of 
European and Colonial timbers, such as the 
austrian oak, Yugoslavian beech, West African 
aapele and afrormosia, East African muhuhu 
and mauve, Indian un, and in addition 
Maritime pitch pine, which is a softwood harder 
then either deal or Columbian pine. They will 
also be showing a section of a simple springy 
dance floor, as well as samples of genuine mag- 
nesite jointless composition flooring, prepared 
under the new Code of Practice. [Stand No. 470, 
Gallery.] 

A complete range of their non-slip stair tread 
specialities will be shown installed on various 
materials by the Safety Tread, Ltd., Crown 
Wharf, Ironworks, Dace-road, Old Ford, E.3, 
together with their range of self-supporting stair 
treads for use in connection with steel fire escape 
and service stairs. Two. panels of ornamental 
steel] balustrade will also form a part of this 
echibit, with box nailing and cleating machines. 
(Stand No. 606, Gallery.] 


Featured for the first time by Semtex, Ltd., 
Semtex House, The Broadway, Welsh Harp, 
NW9, will be new colours chosen in collaboration 
with the British Colour Council for both Semastic 
decorative tiles and rubber tiles. Seven of them 
have been'added to the range of Semastic decora- 
tive tiles to make possible a division of the range 
into six price groups and four colour sequences, 
with each pattern interrelated. The stand has 
been designed in wood by Stuart Bentley, FRIBA, 
Dunlop’s architect, and his assistant, B. J. Morgan, 
ARIBA. The main floor areas and stairways are 
laid with *Semastic’’ decorative and vinyl 
tiles and the roof with various types of industrial 
flooring, with special reference to anti-corrosion 
cements. Decorative linoleum is also exhibited. 
[Stand No. E, 101.] 


Featured on the stand of the Surfex Flooring 
Co., Ltd., Camberley, Surrey, will be the “* Poly- 
fex-Polyvinyl*’ plastic flooring that is claimed 
{0 require no mixing or keying. It can be in- 
stalled over most level surfaces—cement,concrete, 
tiles or old composite floors. Also exhibited 
will be the ‘* Industrial-Vinyl-Surfex”’ hard- 
wearing floor for places where there is a constant 
flow of foot and truck traffic. It is understood 
to be resilient, water-and fireproof, and unaffected 
by oils, grease or mild acids. [Stand No. 556, 
Gallery. ] 

(To he continued) 


APPRENTICES’ COMPETITIONS 
Arrangements at Olympia 


({RAFT competitions which are open to 

all apprentices attending classes in 
brickwork and painting and decorating at 
technical schools and colleges in the London 
area will be held on Stand No. 616-619 at 
the Building Exhibition, Olympia. 

Intermediate grade (under 18 years of age) 
Wednesdays, November 18 and 25. 

Final grade (under 21 years of age) Satur- 
days, November 21 and 28. 

These competitions have been organised 
by the technical colleges with the help of 
he London Brick Co., Ltd., Thos. Parsons 
and Sons, Ltd., and the London Joint Educa- 
ton Committee for the Painting and 
Decorating Craft. The prize fund has been 
made up of contributions from :—Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council, Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association. Guild of 
Bricklayers, Institute of Clayworkers. 

A panel of judges for the brickwork 
‘mtries has been appointed jointly by the 
Guild of Bricklayers and the Institute of 
Clayworkers and the painting and decorating 
Work wil! be judged by a panel appointed 
by the London Joint Education Committee 
for the P \inting and Decoratihg Craft. 

First prizes of £3 and second prizes of £2 
Will be awarded in each grade of each craft. 

ese prizes will be presented by Sir 
Frederic Leggett, chairman of the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council at a 
Prize-giv:ng ceremony on December 1. 
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BUILDING EXHIBITION 
Diary of Meetings and Visits 


FOLLOWING is a list of arrangements 
which have been made in connection 
with the Building Exhibition at Olympia:— 


Nov. Name Time Hall 
18 LMBA (reception). 3pm 
18 British Cast Concrete Assn. Morn’g. Empire hall 
18 English Joinery Mnfrs.Assn. Aft'n. National hall 
conference 
room. 
19 British Ceramic Society . llam Addison cafe 
19 Royal Inst. of Chartered 
Surveyors (Jnr. branch). 5.30pm Addison cafe 
19 Plumbing Trades Union 
(visit). 10am 
20 Southern Counties Fedn. Conference 
Building Trades Employ’s 10am room 
20 Prestressed Concrete Devel- 
opment Group. 2pm Empire hall 
20 MOW (Mr. Woodbine 
Parrish) lecture, “ Man- 
agement in the Building 
Industry.” 4pm Addison cafe 
21 Furniture Development Conference 
Council. 10am room. 
21 Guild of Bricklayers ; 3pm Addison cafe 
21 Assn. of Building Techni- 
cians. (visit). 
23 Inst. of Clerks of Works 
(visit). 
23 Inst.of Gas Engineers (visit). 
24 National Fedn. of Clay 
Industries (Tile Section) 10am Addison cafe 
24 Inst. of Clayworkers 4pm Addison cafe 
24 Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors. (visit). 
24 National Fedn. of Bidg. 
Trades Employers.(recep- 
tion). 3pm 
24 Inst. of Heating and Ven- 
tilating Engineers. 
24 Worshipful Company of P 
Tylers and Bricklayers. Ipm Empire cafe 
25 National Fedn. of Roofing ? 
Contrs. 10am Addison cafe 
25 Co-operative Bidg. Man- 
agers’ Assn. (visit). 
26 Incorporated Society of Conference 
Estate Clerk of Works. itam room 
26 Amalgamated Society of 
Woodworkers. (visit). 
26 Architects enevolent 
Society. (lunch). 
26 West Essex Chapter. 
27. National Fedn. of Clinker 
Block Mnfrs. 2.30pm Empire hall 
27 London Building and Civil Conference 
Engineers Joint Com. 2.30pm room. 
28 Incorporated British Inst. 
of Certified Carpenters. 2pm Addison cafe 
28 Inst. of Municipal Building Conference 
Management. 2.30pm room. 


30 Aluminium Development 
Assn. (Paper, “ Alumin- 
ium in Building,” by Dr 


West). 2pm Addison cafe 
30 “Inst. of Sanitary Engrs. : Spm Addison cafe 
30 Assn. of Supervising Elec- Conference 

trical Engrs. 3pm room. 


Minister of Works’ Visit 
Sir Davip Ecctes, Minister of Works, is 
to visit the Building Exhibition on Friday 
next, November 20. 


“ Management in Building ” 


A LECTURE on “Management in the 
Building Industry” will be given by Mr. 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, FIOB, at the Build- 
ing Exhibition on Friday, Novémber 20. A 
discussion will follow. The chair will be 
taken by Sir Charles Mole, Director General 
of Works, Ministry of Works. 


JOINERY MANUFACTURERS 
Meeting at Olympia 


Tue Chairman, Mr. F. W. Newton, and 
Council of the Joinery Managers’ Associa- 
tion. afnounce that, through the courtesy of 
the organisers of the Building Exhibition. 
they will be pleased to meet members and 
friends in the Conference Room, off the 
National Gallery, on Wednesday, November 
18. between the hours of 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
Prospective members will be warmly wel- 
comed. 
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IRON AND STEEL PRICES 
Controls Abolished 


AN order revoking price controls from 
all iron castings and forgings, taking 
effect from November 9, was announced by 
Mr. Duncan Sanpys, MP, Minister of 
Supply, at the Annual Banquet of the Joint 
tron Council held at the Dorchester, London, 
on November 3. He was replying to a toast 
to “The Health of the Government,” pro- 
posed earlier by Mr Freperick Scopes, 
president of the Joint Iron Couneil. 

The signing and presentation of the neces- 
sary order, said Mr. Sandys, had been com- 
pleted that afternoon after consultation with 
the Iron and Steel Board. He considered 
that the problem of the present relations 


of the iron foundry industry to the Iron and” 


Steel Board, set up under the Iron and Steel 
Act, was an important one. The Iron and 
Steel Bill was now law, though not entirely 
in its original form, and it was not necessary 
for him to stress the increasing importance 
of the iron industry in British economy. Pig 
iron production in 1945 had been running 
at the figure of 7m. tons per year. In 1952 
that figure had increased to 103m. tons per 
annum. As far as iron castings were con- 
cerned. the industry had been making 24m. 
tons per year, a production which had been 
raised to an output of 3jm. tons in 1952, 
worth £250m. 

One of the reasons for this success was 
that they had recognised the value of 
scientific research in the development of 
materials and improvement of production 
processes. There had been continued im- 
provements in the working conditions of iron 
foundries. An important part had been 
played by the British Cast fron Research 
Association, and Mr. Sandys expressed the 
hope that in the future the Government's 
share of the costs might be reduced by an 
increase in the industry’s own contributions. 

Mr. FREDERICK Scopes, in proposing the 
toast, emphasised that in all essentials the 
iron industry had an Iron and Steel Act which 
gave them what they wanted. It was now up 
to them to make the Act work well. 

In proposing the toast of the Iron Industry, 
Sik HuBert HouLpswortn, QC, chairman of 
the National Coal Board, stated that the 
coal industry obtained from the iron industry 
many parts of equipment necessary to their 
work, and they were engaged together on 
many research activities. They had to learn 
to eke. out the supplies of ever-diminishing 
high grade coals, and to produce coke which 
would serve as effectively. 

Mr. N. P. Newman, JP, vice-president of 
the Joint Iron Council, replied to this toast. 
He expressed the need for a reduction in 
costs in the industry, rather than a reduction 
in prices which, if carried too far, might 
undermine the stability of the industry. 


Price Control Order 


The Ministry of Supply announces that 
Mr. Duncan Sandys has decided, after con- 
sulting the Iron and Steel Board, that it is 
no longer necessary to control the maximum 
prices of vertically cast and spun-iron pipes 
and special iron castings, cast iron drain 
pipes and fittings, forged alloy, gun billets. 
railway tyres, wheels and axles, and other 
forgings, under Defence (General) Regula- 
tions. He has, therefore, made an Order 
removing these products from statutory price 
control. The Iron and Steel Prices (No. 6) 
Order, 1953 (SI 1953, No. 1590), came into 
force on November 9, and is on sale 
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INCENTIVE SCHEMES IN HOUSE-BUILDING 


By H. F. BROUGHTON and W. J. REINERS, BSc 


i November, 1947, the National Joint 

Council for the Building Industry 
agreed to the principle of “Payment by 
Result.” Although the application of incen- 
tive schemes was not obligatory under the 
agreement, “ any employer could, in respect 
of work on a particular site, initiate an 
incentive scheme of bonus payments pro- 
portionate to the results achieved in perform- 
ing a definite task, on the basis of giving 
an operative of average ability and capacity 
a reasonable opportunity to achieve on such 
earnings 20 per cent. higher than those 
yielded by the normal prescribed hourly 
rate.” The precise form of any scheme 
adopted and the fixing of target levels were 
left to the discretion of the employer, except 
that both targets and bonus rates had to be 
agreed with the operatives. Since November, 
1947, this system has been experimental in 
the industry and it has been agreed by both 
sides of the industry that the process of 
improving and adapting it must be carried 
out in stages. In this period much experi- 
ence has been gained of the operation of 
incentive schemes of various types, but there 
still appears to be a considerable diversity 
of opinion about their advantages and dis- 
advantages. 

A survey carried out by the Building Re- 
search Station. on which a report has recently 
been published (National Building Study 
Special Report No. 21), provided an oppor- 
tunity for the study of the more general 
features of incentive schemes, including the 
extent of their application to housing con- 
tracts and an assessment of their effect on 
productivity. In the survey, information on 
man-hours and labour costs was collected 
from the contractors’ records for 177 com- 
pleted contracts. These contracts were 
finished between January, 1949, and March. 
1951, and were chosen to be representative 
of traditional house building for local 
authorities in England and Wales. 


METHODS OF PAYMENT 


A yariety of different methods of paying 
incentives had been adopted in the eontracts 
examined and in some cases several different 
methods were used even within one contract. 
Furthermore, there was often a good deal of 
improvisation on the sites. Broadly, how- 
ever, the schemes fell into two categories; 
“Target Bonus” and “Extra Payment.” 
Under target bonus schemes the operatives 
were paid a part or the whole of any saving 
made against a target set for a unit of work. 
The extra payment was not related to a 
target but usually took the form of an addi- 
tion to the wage rate, ic. a “ plus-rate,” or, 
occasionally, an additional sum paid at the 
end of the week as an ex-gratia payment. 
There was evidence that in many cases the 
extra payment was in fact made as a reward 
for maintaining a high level of production 
or was related in a general way to the per- 
formance of the operatives. However, it 
would appear that extra payments were also 
sometimes made to, retain operdtives against 
the competition of other builders. Unfor- 
tunately, there was no clear-cut way of 
distinguishing, from the records received, the 
purpose for which the extra payment was 
made. 

On contracts in the target bonus category 
there were frequently some trades and opera- 
tions that were excluded from the schemes, 


because of administrative problems or techni- 


cal difficulties. Operatives working in these 
trades and operations were occasionally given 
extra payments to compensate for their loss 
of bonus earnings. 

During the period of the survey, target 
bonus schemes were operated on about one 
quarter of all contracts for local authority 
housing in England and Wales. Extra pay- 
ment was made on about half the contracts 
and on the remaining quarter the standard 
wage rate alone was paid. Target bonus 
schemes were, however, applied more 
frequently on large than on small contracts 
so that the distribution between the three 
categories of the total number of traditional 


houses built for local authorities was 
approximately:— 
40 per cent. on contracts operating 


target bonus schemes. 
40 per cent. on contracts making extra 
payments. 


TABLE | 


AVERAGE MAN-HOURS PER HOUSE ON 
CONTRACTS wire Ore WITHOUT INCENTIVE 
































| Number | Average 
Trade* of Man-hours 
| Contracts | per house 

BRICKLAYERS | 

(Excluding bricklayers’ ! 

labourers) i 

Target bonus scheme ee 49 $73 

Extra payment BSS 44 629 

Standard rate only | 24 688 
CARPENTERS 

Target bonus scheme 41 359 

Extra payment 34 448 

Standard rate only 40 418 
PLASTERERS 

Target bonus scheme 17 274 

Extra payment are 12 329 

Standard rate only... it | 352 
PLUMBERS | 

Target bonus scheme p 14 127 

Extra payment aa 11 } 170 

Standard rate only : | 30 | 180 
PAINTERS | 

Target bonus scheme 19 | 188 

Extra payment a me 25 | 228 

Standard rate only... «el 31 j 25 





* Skilled and unskilled operatives in all trades except 


bricklayer. 
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20 per cent. on contracts pay 


standard rate. ai 
In addition to the abstraction of data from 
their records, the contractors who had 


operated target bonus schemes were asked 
whether, in their view, the schemes had been 
effective in reducing man-hours o; labour 
costs. Five out of every six contractors 
stated that there had been a reduction in 
man-hours, and four out of every six had also 
found a reduction in labour costs. The great 
majority of those contractors intended to 
continue to operate incentive schemes oy 
future contracts. 

A measure of the effect of incentive 
schemes on productivity was obtained by 
comparing the average man-hours per house 
for contracts in the three categories: it should 
be noted that the size and specification of the 
houses did not differ greatly from one site to 
another. A separate comparison was made 
for each of the trades where there were 
sufficient examples in which the main con- 
tractor employed his own labour (Table |) 

The differences between the average man- 
hours per house on contracts with target 
bonus schemes and those paying the standard 
rate were appreciable, ranging from 14 to 29 
per cent. in the various trades. Although 
the effect of bonus on site works is not in- 
cluded in Table 1, because of the difficulty 
of isolating the man-hours expended on the 
various Operations in this work, it did appear 
from the records that the least effect was 
obtained in the trades involved in founda- 
tions, drainage and site works generally. In 
this connection it should be realised that 
there is often difficulty in fixing bonus tar- 
gets for these operations and much of the 
work is often left outside the scheme 
However, the average difference for all trades 
employed on the site was about !5 per cent. 

The differences between the contracts with 
extra payment and those with the standard 
rate only are small and are not consistent 
between the various trades. On balance, 
there would seem to be some slight advantage 
in favour of contracts with extra payment 
The effect of extra payments made in relation 
to the performance of the operatives may here 
be obscured by the lower productivity of 
those contracts on which the payments were 
made only to attract or retain labour. 

The cost equivalent of the differences In 


TABLE 2 
AVERAGE MAN-HOURS AND LABOUR COSTS ON CONTRACTS WITH AND WITHOUT INCENTIVE 
SCHEMES 





















































| | Per House seer 

j No.of | | Nett Labour | Amount alg Labour 
Trade® | Contracts Average Cost | Paid as Cost 

} Man-hours Incentive 

| ey | £s i $s 

iia Tes, ea ee SPF Sa —|— = — 

BRICKLAYERS | 
(excluding bricklayers’ lab’ rers)| | er 
Target bonus scheme Sone 49 | 573 81 16 10 9 “ 
Extra payment ve a 44 | 629 | 89 4 5 16 7 : 
Standard rate only .... kant 24 | 688 9 5 et ’ x 

CARPENTERS preeiay & & 5S 16 
Target bonus scheme = 41 | 359 50 16 s 0 <3 14 
Extra payment 34 448 60 11 3 5 38 10 
Standard rate only 40 418 58 10 es & 

PLASTERERS peSERRI 5x a 46 11 
Target bonus scheme a 17 { 274 39 41 7 10 ae 
Extra payment e 12 329 46 8 2 12 9 4 
Standard rate only | 11 352 49 4 —_ ohn 

Seneaanden: divi — 

PLUMBERS | 0 13 
Target bonus scheme 14 127 18 2 211 33 1 
Extra payment 11 | 170 2 5 1 6 a 
Standard rate only 30 } 180 23 17 ae pie 

PAINTERS sue x 9 3% 2 
Target bonus scheme 19 j 188 ABRs 2 15 37 
Extra payment ne axel 25 228 31 19 1 8 31 4 
Standard rate only... oe] 31 | 225 31 4 ee —— 
* Skilled and unskilled operatives combined in all trades except bricklayer. 4 holidays 

e an ° 


+ Net labour cost includes cost of wages, travelling time and expenses, National Health Insu: 


with-pay and labour on-costs. 


¢ Total labour cost is net cost plus bonus payment. 
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man-hours was, of course, partly offset by 
the payments made under the schemes. The 
average total labour costs (including labour 
on-costs) on contracts in the three categories 
are shown in Table 2. 

The results in Table 2 show that when 
allowance is made for the payments under 
the scheme there remains a saving on the 
total labour costs of contracts with target 
bonus schemes, as cOmpared with contracts 
with standard rates, ranging from three to 
[3 per cent. according to trade. It would 
appear, therefore, that the advantages of 
target bonus schemes to a contractor in im- 
proving productivity include in general some 
saving in labour cost. 

There were wide variations in perform- 
ance among the contracts employing target 
bonus schemes, and it is clear that on many 
contracts the potential advantages ef the 
scheme had not been fully achieved. One 
of the first essentials of an efficient target 
bonus scheme appears to be the accurate 
estimation of equitable target levels. There 
are, however, other important factors which 
must be considered if the maximum advan- 
tages are to be obtained for both operatives 
and employers. 

(a) The scheme should be as compre- 
hensive as possible, with targets applied to 
all operations. 

(b) The target levels should be agreed 
between the operatives and employers 
before the commencement of the work. 
These targets should be properly balanced 
between trades to ensure equal opportuni- 
ties for earning bonus to all operatives. 


(c) The operations to which the agreed 
targets relate should be fully understood 
by all operatives and be easily identifiable 
so that progress at any given time can be 
visually assessed without resort to detailed 
measurement. 

(d) Bonus should be paid as soon as 
possible after the execution of the work 
in which it has been earned, and the opera- 
tives should be paid the greater propor- 
tion of cash saving. 

Although it should not be difficult fo com- 
ply with these conditions, the results of the 
survey indicated that only in very few cases 


did target schemes take account of all of 
them, 


TARGET LEVELS 


The setting of fair and reasonable targets 
‘ppears to present the greatest problem to 
‘ome builders. Abnormally low (i.e., easy) 
“argets have resulted in the payment of ex- 
pee ie bonus. In some cases in the survey, 
onus exceeded SO per cent. of the basic wage. 
and in one case exceeded 80 per cent. Instances 
‘leven higher bonus payments have been re- 
ported. These suggest that the level of tar- 
sts In such cases is inconsistent with the 
aim of the agreement, in which a normal 
por of 20 per cent. was contemplated. 
of targets could bring the whole principle 

incentives in the industry into disrepute 
oe could, in fact, increase the overall cost 
the work over what would have been paid 
, 20 Incentive scheme had operated. On 
: other hand abnormally high targets can 
jf an almost equally bad effect. If the 
) find a target impossible to achieve 
. ¥ tend to relax all effort, and too high a 
Tet can, in fact, operate as a disincentive. 
wah cs builders should not, however, 
posh difficult to set rational targets. Re- 
stan of past production obviously provide 
a" for fixing the levels of future produc- 
bells Furthermore, the mere fact that a 
- we in submitting a tender, has to predict 

“ls of production on all operations and 
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trades means that knowledge must be avail- 
able to him as a basis for formulating 
rational targets. 

_ A weakness of many target bonus schemes 
is that they are not applied to all trades on 
a contract. Again, it is an all too common 
practice even where a trade is bonused to 
omit some operations in that trade from the 
scheme. It appears that this is largely due to 
the difficulty of defining separate units of 
work within certain trades. This often 
applies to site works, unloading, etc., but 
difficulties also arise with some craft trades. 
For example, in the trade of bricklayer, such 
operations as fixing fireplaces, tile cills and 
making good are sometimes not bonused, 
whilst the major operation of bricklaying is 
worked to a target. The effect of these 
omissions, either of a complete trade or 
operations within a trade, from the bonus 
scheme can be detrimental to overall pro- 
duction because the operatives in non- 
bonused trades and those working on non- 
bonused operations may feel that they are 
not being treated fairly. In the survey the 
majority of the contractors using target bonus 
schemes did not apply them to all operations 
in all trades. 

There should be no real problem in tar- 
geting all operations. Where there are bills 
of quantities every operation is tendered for, 
either individually or as part of a group 
of operations. If the bills have been priced 
properly, every operation, no matter how 
small, must have been accounted for and 
included in the rate. The build-up of bill 
rates which must be the foundation for sound 
tendering serves admirably as a basis for 
targets for all operations. 


MEASUREMENT 


Basically all work must be measured 
against the set targets; the need to do this 
often acts as a deterrent against applying 
target bonus schemes. Consequently, the 
more simple though less efficient method of 
paying plus-rates or some other form of 
extra payment is adopted. In housing or 
similar repetitive work, however, the need 
to measure all work in detail may be 
avoided. By adopting a method of “stage” 
payment in all trades and ensuring that at 
least one stage can be completed in the 
normal week, the progress in all operations 
can be assessed visually without recourse 
to actual measurement. The work content 
of these stages can be calculated from draw- 
ings and bills of quantities before the work 
starts and the appropriate targets in man- 
hours established for the whole of the con- 
tract. These “stages” must, of course, be 
easily identifiable by the operatives and the 
bonus clerk and would, for example in 
brickwork, be the work included in a scaffold 
lift, say 18 courses, and would include all 
labour such as angles, lintol setting, etc., 
carried out by the bricklayers during that 
lift. This method of bonusing has a dual 
advantage: the operative has a clearly visual 
target, and his production can be assessed 
quickly and without dispute by a non- 
technical clerk. 

It is of interest to note that in the survey 
contracts on which targets were based on 
pre-defined operational tasks were found to 
have higher productivity than contracts 
where schemes were based on measured 
work. j 

{t would appear that the incentive effect 
is greatly increased if earned bonus is paid 
at regular intervals. The best results have 
been achieved on schemes in which payments 
were made weekly. Where possible, bonus 
should be paid concurrently with the wages 
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earned on a particular task, but in no case 
should the payment be delayed beyond the 
second pay day after it has been earned. 
It is difficult to establish a common basis 
for the proportion of savings against a target 
which should be paid to the operative. It 
depends largely on the ease with which the 
target can be achieved. In the survey some 
schemes allowed a 50 per cent. share to the 
operatives, others 66 and 75 per cent., while 
nearly half of the contracts using this method 
paid the whole of the saving against the 
target. While it is important to secure 
adequate compensation to the operative for 
his effort, it is equally necessary that the 
higher rate of production should result 
ultimately in a reduction of overall costs. 


WORKMANSHIP 


Target bonus schemes have been criticised 
on the grounds that they lead to a lowering 
of the standards of workmanship. In an 
earlier survey (National Building Study, 
Special Report No. 18), a check was made 
by examining the quality of the work on 
the sites. There was no evidence of any 
lowering in the quality of the workmanship 
on the contracts on which target bonus had 
been paid. In the present survey, however, 
it was not possible to inspect every site in 
detail, but the contractors were asked 
whether, in their opinion, the quality of the 
work had been reduced by the introduction 
of the scheme. About one contractor in 
every six stated that the standard of work- 
manship had been lowered. 

It is interesting to note, however, that these 
contractors generally had high man-hours 
in relation to the other contractors paying 
target bonus, and their average labour ex- 
penditure was, in fact, nearly equal to that 
on the contracts on which the standard wage 
rate only was paid. It would seem, there- 
tore, that any lowering of standards cannot 
be explained by undue rapidity of execution 
of the work. A more likely cause would 
seem to be a general weakness of organisa- 
tion. A bonus scheme is no panacea but 
depends on good organisation to be fully 
effective. 


on This article, which is Crown Copyright Reserved, 

is based on work forming part of the research 
programme of the Building Research Board, and 
appears by permission of the Director of Building 
Research. 


LOANS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


New Interest Rates 


THe MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT have sent a circular (No. 65/53, 
dated November 3) to local authorities in- 
forming them that the Treasufy have now 
directed that the following rates of interest 
shall apply to all loans advanced to local 
authorities, as defined in Section 10 of the 
Local Authorities Loans Act, 1945, from 
the Local Loans Fund on and after October 
20, 1953:— 

Loans for not more than five years, 24 per 
cent. 

Loans for more than five years but not 
more than 15 years, 34 per cent. 

Loans for more than 15 years, 4 per cent. 

In addition, the circular reminds local 
authorities that by virtue of Section 92(2) 
of the Housing Act, 1935, the rate of interest 
on advances made by local authorities under 
the provisions of the Small Dwellings Acqui- 
sition Acts is fixed at a rate } per cent. in 
excess of the rate of interest which, one 
month before the date on which the terms 
of the loan or advance are settled, was the 
rate fixed by the Treasury in respect of loans 
from the Local Loans Fund to local 
authorities for housing purposes. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The Queen’s Speech 

TPHE QUEEN’S SPEECH in opening the 

new Session on November 3 contained 
the following references:—“ My Ministers 
will continue to encourage the building of 
houses and schools. They will also stimulate 
a vigorous resumption of slum ‘clearance. 
Legislation will be introduced to facilitate 
the repair and improvement of existing 
houses both by local authorities and private 
owners. Bills will be laid before you to 
amend the financial provisions of the Town 
and Country Planning Acts and the existing 
arrangements for payment of equalisation 
grant to local authorities in Scotland. Legis- 
lation will be introduced to effect leasehold 
reform in England and Wales and in Scot- 
land.” 

Sir WINSTON CHURCHILL, in the subsequent 
debate, expressed the hope that there might 
be a non-party approach to the Government's 
plans for the “repair and improvement of 
eXisting houses.” 


The Government’s New Housing Plans 


The debates on the Address in reply to 
the Queen’s Speech last week afforded an 
opportunity for members of both Houses 
to express their views on the Government’s 
housing plans. 

After Mr. MACMILLAN, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, had explained 
his policy [a summary of the relevant White 
Paper was published in last week’s issue of 
The Builder), Mr. JAMES STEWaRT, the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, explained 


the new proposals for Scotland. He said 
that the Government intended to do 
everything they could to maintain the 
present good progress of new building. 


They could not expect to keep on break- 
ing records every year, but he should hope 
that it would be possible to keep output 
roughly at the level which it had now 
reached—and present indications were that 
in 1953 they would see the completion of 
about 38,000 new houses. In the first ten 
months of this year they had already passed 
the total of 31,000 houses for the whole 
of last year. The new proposals, so far as 
they related to the temporary retention and 
repair of unfit houses, were not to be 
regarded as a substitute for slum clearance. 
It was the Government's view that all unfit 
houses should be knocked down as soon as 
this was practicable. In some districts, where 
substantial igroads had been made into the 
waiting-lists and the housing shortage had 
been reduced, local authorities should be 
able to make an early start with slum clear- 
ance work and they would be encouraged 
to do so. Others would follow as building 
progress in the district permitted. But they 
could not shut their eyes to the fact that 
in most districts the housing shortage was 
still acute, and that houses which were unfit 
and should be demolished would have to 
remain in occupation for some time. They 
meant to see that these particular houses, 
pending demolition, were made reasonably 
habitable for the tenants, and they proposed 
that, where necessary, financial assistance 
should be given to local authorities for this 
purpose. 

Wherever possible, owners would them- 
selves be expected to put their houses into 
good repair and keep them in ‘that con- 
dition. That was the crux of the new pro- 
posals. It was only those unfit houses which 
owners were unwilling or unable to put right 
that local authorities would be empowered 
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to acquire and carry out works on, pending 
demolition. Otherwise they looked to owners 
to play their full part with the help of the 
repairs increase to restore their properties. 
On this the Scottish proposals differed in 
some respects from those for England and 
Wales. In England and Wales rents for 
identical or very similar houses might vary 
widely, because of substantial increases which 
had taken place in some cases when the 
houses were decontrolled between the wars. 
The rent did not, therefore, offer a satisfac- 
tory basis on which to calculate the repairs 
increase. In Scotland, on the other hand, 
there was, generally speaking, no serious 
disparity between the rents of the houses 
which had been continuously controlled under 
the Rent Acts and those which had not. 
Since existing controlled rents, therefore, 
were broadly in line, it would be equitable 
to follow the precedent in the Rent Act of 
1920 and permit all controlled rents to go 
up by a flat percentage or fraction of the 
existing rent. 


As the White Paper explained, the cost of 
repairs has trebled since 1939, and since 
owners then required to spend on average 
about one-fifth of the gross rent to keep 
their houses in repair, they would now need 
to spend three-fifths for this purpose—or an 
increase of two-fifths of’ the existing rent. 
It was therefore proposed that all controlled 
rents should be allowed to go up by this 
amount in order to enable repairs to be 
carried out. The effect of this was that a 
house with a rent of £15 a year, excluding 
occupiers’ rates, would be increased by £6 
to £21, or by 2s. 4d. a week—provided the 
necessary repairs had been carried out. 


But this by itself would not be enough. 
In Scotland, in addition to the fact that 
rents had been controlled and the cost of 
repairs had trebled, owners had had to face 
substantial increases in owners’ rates. The 
increases had varied from area to area, but 
in most areas the combined effect of all 
three factors was serious. In Lanarkshire, 
for example, if an owner carried out repairs 
on the proper scale, after paying his owners’ 
rates he would not only be left with nothing 
out of the rent, he would be out of pocket. 
In those circumstances, if the repairs increase 
in rent were to be subject to owners’ rates, 
it would in the first instance have to be con- 
siderably greater than was proposed in order 
to leave the appropriate sum required for 
repairs after owners’ rates had been paid. 
He proposed, therefore, that the repairs 
increase should not attract owners’ rates. 
He also proposed that owners’ rates payable 
on the present controlled rents should be 
stabilised at the level at which they stood 
when the proposals became law. In this 
way, the rent increase would be left intact 
to meet the increased cost of repairs and 
would not be whittled away by any future 
increases in owners’ rates. Similarly, the 
tenants of controlled houses would not be 
required to pay occupiers’ rates on the 
increase in rent, since this would be treated 
as their contribution towards the owners’ 
necessary outlays on repairs. 


He had set up a committee under the 
chairmanship of Lord Sorn to review the 
Scottish valuation and rating system, and 
these rating proposals were therefore interim 
measures designed to hold the position until 
the committee’s report had been received. 


OPPOSITION’S VIEWS 


Mr. ANEURIN BEVAN made a strong attack 
on the Government proposals. He said that 
they had been cock-a-hoop because they had 
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achieved a target on housing imposed on 
them by their party conference, but havoc 
had been done to the housing programme 
of Britain in order to achieve good head. 
lines in the Press. To put the building pro. 
gramme in its proper proportions it should 
be remembered that by 1948, in terms of the 
effort of the building force, the Labour Gov. 
ernment had more than equalled the housing 
achievements of 1953. In addition to pro- 
viding new accommodation for 274.6% 
families they were engaged in those years on 
a war damage programme estimated at the 
equivalent of 100,000 new houses. When Mr 
Macmillan said that he might complete 
300,000 houses in 1953, it was an example of 
the ambition of the Conservative Admini- 
stration. They hoped that eight years after 
the war they would achieve what the Labour 
Government achieved three years after the 
war. They were not quite certain whether 
they would be able to do it, because a few 
difficulties were intervening. 


One difficulty that could not have been 
foreseen was the shortage of cement due to 
the floods in East Anglia. Also, the stock 
figure of bricks had reached a very serious 
position indeed. The Minister should have 
known that they were going to run short 
Whereas the Labour Government kept the 
stocks well above 100m. each year, they 
were now down to 72m., and this year bricks 
were being imported from abroad. He was 
now told that it was necessary to order bricks 
15 months beforehand in order to make sure 
of getting them. He was also informed that 
the increased cost of bricks from abroad 
would be the equivalent of £50 a house 
That was the man who started a year ago 
hy saying he was going to show the plan- 
ners how to plan. He was now in the 
position of being able to say that in 1954 
he would complete as many houses as in 
1953. “Iam sure he will,” said Mr. Bevan. 
“The housing scheme has now become, not 
his achievement, but his nemesis. He is 
mounted on Pegasus and cannot get down 
In 1954. secretly, he would like to build 
fewer houses: but he can only build fewer 
houses now by stopping those he has begun. 
because he has really begun far more houses 
than he wanted to.” 

Mr. MACMILLAN, intervening, said that 
brick production was 20 per cent. above last 
year. September was the record month. 
and with good management there would be 
no serious shortage of bricks now 


Mr. BEVAN, continuing, said that, through 
the involuntary agency of war damage 
repairs carried out between 1945 and 1949-50, 
of the 6m. houses referred to as rent-cod 
trolled houses, the Labour Government were 


responsible for providing the © iterials and 
labour for the repair of 2m. and it was 
not correct to say that durinz their term 
of office they were neglecting ‘he repall 7 
houses. What the Minister of Health re 
when he took office was to increase Ue 
number of smaller new houses 5Y fat 
unbalancing the whole program ne of — 
building and house repairs. °° May, rest 
251,000 workers were engaged - _—— 4 


ing; on other housing work 
would be seen how the figures 


~~a slight increase in the bu «ne ap oe 
-new housing and a slight f« 9 peor 
on other building work, bu’ nevert a 
more than on new housing. it expre is 
what was happening to war wy ae 
and what was happening to © Pu sa 
building repairs. In May, 19: te per 


224,000 on new housing; 298.0 
building work. In May, 1°." 
were 239,000 and 240,000, ''- 
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were now coming into balance. That, of 
course, Was because war damage repairs 
were coming to an end. In 1951, when Mr. 
Macmillan began his depredations, in May 
there were 234,000 on new housing; 219,000 
on repairs. In May, 1952, the figures were 
261.000 and 188,000; in May, 1953, 314,000 
and 174,000. Thus, Mr. Macmillan had 
thrown the building force completely out of 
balance. It had always been possible to 
huild 300,000 houses a year; any fool could 
do it—all one need say was what one was 
not going to do. What the Minister had said 
he was not going to do was to repair the 
houses occupied by the tenants over whom 
he had been shedding crocodile tears. There 
was more humbug in-Mr. Macmillan’s speech 
than he had heard for a long time. 

As a means of ordinary capitalist enter- 
prise the provision of rented houses for the 
vast mass of our population had now failed 
absolutely. Those houses had to be taken 
out of the area of private enterprise if the 
job was to be solved. Parliament had con- 
trolled the rents of these houses because it 
would be unendurable in modern society if 
rents soared too high, and it would be 
politically unpalatable if any party dared to 
remove rent control entirely. This meant 
that the owners of such property no longer 
possessed the ordinary incentive which the 
propertied class had in a capitalist society. 
Parliament left them the custodians of a 
valuable piece of property without per- 
mitting them to discharge the normal func- 
ions of private ownership. These owners 
were not fundamentally interested in the con- 
dition of these houses, but in profitability. 
They invested and expected to get a proper 
return, but Parliament prevented this. 

The schemes under the Act of 1949 had 
not turned out to be sufficiently profitable 
0 stimulate the owners to do the work. So 
Parliament was caught in a clamp; if they 
were to make the proposal sufficiently profit- 
able to the landlord it was unendurable to 
the tenant; if they tried to meet the situation 
of the tenant too much it was insufficiently 
simulating to the landlord. The Govern- 
ment would not succeed in getting houses 
repaired merely by providing a sum of 
money sufficient to cover the repairs. That 
would not have the additional inducement 
‘© move the landlords. The Minister's 
‘ormula would not do it. His scheme would 
operate Only in a limited number of cases 
where there would be an element of profit 
above the cost of repairs, and in those cases 
ne tenant would be exploited. The 
yovernment had brought forward a scheme 
vhich had the maximum of political odium 
en have the minimum of physical 
resuits, 

In conclusion, Mr. Bevan declared that not 
my slum-clearance and reconditioning must 
* carried out by local authorities, but 
‘entually all rent-restricted houses must 
‘come the property of local authorities. 
Under that system the houses which would 
* repaired first would not be those which, 
aver the Government's formula, it became 
Profitable tor landlords to repair, but those 
“at needed repair first. A programme of 
Pipe would eventually be fitted into all 
z other schemes. The Government had 
. lace the fact that even if their formula 
“38 effective in getting all the repairs done, 
eon out of those repairs would be a 
he _ ‘rom the resources available for 
ah’ r operations, and such a diversion, 
made pi ‘n, was more capable of being 
: i relation to local conditions by the 


‘al authorities th 
my hor an were any paper plans 
om Whitehall. 
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in the subsequent debate, Mr. HARMAR 
NICHOLLS suggested that the Minister would 
reap dividends by giving careful thought to 
schemes for encouraging people waiting on 
the list for subsidised houses to become 
owner-occupiers. 


Mr. HENRY BROOKE argued that if the 
local authorities took over all rent-restricted 
houses the result would be that rents would 
go up considerably more than under the 
Government's proposals. 


Mr. CLEMENT Davies, the Liberal leader, 
pleaded for a further debate, lasting for two 
days, on the Government's plans. 


THE BASIC PROBLEM 


In the House of Lords on November 5 
LorpD SILKIN, commenting on the Govern- 
ment’s scheme, said they had to face the 
basic problem that most people in this coun- 
try were not able to pay an economic ;ent 
for their homes. That meant that a large 
proportion were subsidised either out of 
public or private money. And this situation 
was gradually becoming more acute. At no 
time in the past 30 or 40 years had it been 
practicable to any extent for anybody to 
build a new house to be let at an economic 
rent. He admitted that some houses had 
been built, but even the smaller houses that 
were built in the pre-war years were largely 
built for sale and not for letting. Another 
factor they had to face was that the subsidy 
was becoming bigger and bigger, and in the 
course of a few years it would become 
an enormous drain on the public. Some- 
thing had to be done, otherwise the housing 
programme and all the great dreams of 
housing would come to an untimely end. 


He thought the present plan of the 
Government an honest attempt to solve an 
exceedingly difficult problem, but whether 
it would solve it he had considerable doubt. 
It rewarded the good landlord who had 
already spent money, but it did nothing to 
induce the landlord of the future to spend 
money. Also, it seemed to him an impos- 
sible task to maintain the existing output 
of 300,000 new houses a year; to carry out 
in addition large-scale slum clearance; to 
initiate schemes for improvement of ameni- 
ties in existing houses and for converting 
larger ones into smaller ones; and lastly, to 
bring into proper condition the large number 
of rent-controlled premises that were very 
badly in need of repair. 


REPAIRS TO OLDER HOUSES 


“A Lot Depends on Us,” Says National 
President 


Mr. WILFRED HorsFALL, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, speaking at the annual! dinner of 
the Birmingham Association on November 9, 
said: “ The Government’s bold and compre- 
hensive proposals for dealing with houses 
in a poor state of repair are a challenge to 
building trades employers, particularly as 
the proposals are complementary to the 
successful campaign for building 300,000 
houses a year. We appreciate that, as the 
White Paper states, the total amount of 
building that can be done will depend on 


the success which the building industry 
achieves in building faster, better and 
cheaper. A lot depends on us and we shall 


go all out, but we hope that the Govern- 
ment will help us by the early removal of 
the remaining controls on building. 
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HOUSING IN 1954 


Return to Allocations System 


CircuLars reaching local authorities 
from regional offices of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government indicate 
that 1954 will see a return in fact, if not in 
name, to some system of allocations for 
council house building. The circulars 
contain blanks filled in with the details 
appropriate to each particular authority 
of houses built and under construction 
in the current year, and with other blanks 
(again appropriately completed) setting 
out the additional numbers of houses in 
next year’s programme which the 
Ministry’s regional office deems “‘feasible’’ 
to add to the council’s present commit- 
ments, and a suggested figure for the total 
number of dwellings that should be 
submitted for tender in 1954. 

The circulars state that, although the 
output of bricks and cement has been 
considerably increased, in view of the need 
for industrial and other building the 
programme of house building should be 
kept at its present rate of about 300,000 
houses a year. It is pointed out that if 
too many houses are started not only will 
it be impossible to complete them, but the 
resultant shortage of materials is bound 
to increase the time and money required 
to complete the houses already under 
construction. In decisions affecting 
additions to existing commitments it is 
significant that the circulars state that, 
apart from need, “‘ the primary factors are 
the level of these commitments and the 
number of houses being built without 
subsidy.”’ 

It is clear that there are still practical 
difficulties in allowing local authorities 
full freedom to decide just how many 
houses they would like to build. In the 
realm of food, which with shelter must 
rank as one of the basic necessities of life, 
the Government have found how difficult, 
if not impossible, it is to remove all 
controls while retaining subsidies. Perhaps 
there is a lesson here for the building 
industry. 


ADJUSTMENT OF RENTS 
Orpington Council’s Scheme 


ORPINGTON URBAN District COUNCIL are 
to introduce a scheme for the adjustment of 
council house rents. 

Under the scheme all rents of permanent 
and temporary council houses are to be 
increased to unsubsidised amounts. Where, 
however, a tenant claims a reduction of 
rent, and supplies adequate evidence of 
means, the net rent will be reduced (if 
appropriate, when calculated as described in 
the following paragraph) to an amount not 
less than the present rent for the house 
concerned. 

Such a rent would be calculated by add- 
ing 1s. 6d. for each child earning, to one- 
seventh of the family income (excluding 
family allowances, disability pensions and 
children’s earnings) and subtracting 1s. for 
the first dependent child. Additional rent 
would be charged, as now, when lodgers 
are taken. 

The housing committee are to decide the 
date for introducing the revised scale of 
rents after a detailed scheme, incorporating 
these principles, has been drawn up by the 
council's officials. 
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OVERSEASJBUILDING 
(From Our Own Correspondents! 


*Australia.—The Water Conservation and 
Irrigation Commission of New South Wales 
has issued a call for tenders (No. 1192) for 
the manufacture, supply and delivery of 
fabricated steelwork for closure gate, erection 
gauge, guide rails, tracks and seal seats for 
Glenbawn dam. The closing date for 
receipt of tenders is Apri] 8. All inquiries 
by telephone should be made to the Export 
Services Branch of the Board of Trade: Tel. : 
Chancery 4411. Ext. 738 or 771. 


Greece.—A team of German trade experts 
are at present in Greece in connection with 
a plan for the exploitation of lignite mines 
at Ptolemais in Western Macedonia and the 
building of a briquette factory, a thermal 
power station, a nitrogen plant, a blast fur- 
nace and also a nickel plant which is to be 
constructed in Southern Greece. According 
to a Press report a Greek /German company 
has been formed to carry out these projects. 
The Greeks are said to be putting up one 
half of the total cost of between $43m. and 
$45m. and the Germans to have undertaken 
to establish credits for the balance of $20m. 

Technical experts of the Aluminum Com- 
pany of Canada visited Greece and discussed 
with the Minister of Co-ordination plans for 
the survey which the company has started 
of the possibilities of developing bauxite. 
Building is also planned as developments go 
ahead. So far no confirmation has appeared 
in the Greek Press of a report that the 
Government had received proposals for the 
construction of a refinery from one of the 
larger oi] companies. 


India.—A 2m.-ton Burmah-Shell refinery 
is being designed to meet the oil needs of 
India and the Bombay areas in particular, 
and full allowance has been made for an 
increase in products as may be demanded by 
the Indian market. 

The steel industry is to be increased and 
plants are to be erected which will between 
them produce at least Im. tons. A German 
delegation is in the country to discuss the 
project. 

A 50-acre jute research farm costing more 
than 300,000 Rupees will be established in 
Assam during the next year. It will be one 
of three such farms to be set up by the 
Government or India, the other two being at 
Bihar and Orissa. Two 30-acre jute blocks 
for research work will also be established 
in West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. The sug- 
gestion to establish these jute farms came 
from the Indian Central Jute Committee 
which will also be in possession of full 
details regarding these and similar projects. 

The foundation stone has just been laid 
by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru on 
what will become the Central Electronics 
Engineering Research Institute at Pilani, in 
Rajasthan. The new institute is the twelfth 
in the series of National Laboratories being 
built by the Indian Government, and it is 
expected to be completed in two years. Two 
other laboratories to be set up are the Central 
Salt Institute at Bhavangar and the Silk and 
Art Silk Mills Research Association Labora- 
tory in Bombay. 

The Government has decided to extend the 
subsidised housing scheme for industrial 
workers up ‘to March 31, 1956, in order to 
cover the rest of the Five-Year Plan period. 
For 1953-54 the scheme envisages the con- 
struction of 22,000 tenements, which will be 
shared out by State Government housing 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
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AN ALUMINIUM “ MOTEL” FOR JAMAICA. An artist’s impression of 
the proposed “‘ motel,’’ which will provide accommodation for motorists and a handy 
drive-in for cars, which Mr. Ernest Batley’s firm proposes to erect on the shore of 


Montego Bay, Jamaica, early next year. 
twenty small bungalows and “‘ car ports’ 


’ 


It will be of unusual design, comprising 


arranged in the form of a V, at the apex 
of which is a building containing public rooms and offices. 


Each wing of ten bungalows 


has a continuous roof, incorporating a veranda, and a continuous concrete floor. There 


will also be a sea-water swimming pool. 


The material to be used in construction is a 


troughed aluminium sheet marketed by Northern Aluminium Company, Ltd., for 


assembly into prefabricated frameless buildings. 


In designing the motel, provision 


has been made to withstand the very strong winds that occur in the coastal areas of 
Famaica by the use of thicker sheet. 





boards, employers, and co-operative societies. 

More post offices are also being built all 
over this sub-continent and 3,000 more are 
expected to be completed by the end of next 
year. 

Indonesia—As a combined consequence 
of the war, the Japanese occupation, the 
revolution and an increase in population. 
Indonesia is now in need of two million 
additional houses. This is a figure estimaied 
by the East Java Housing Bureau. In 1952. 
1.217 houses were built in Indonesia by the 
Bureau. This year the figure will probably 
be about 2,300. Building costs in 1952 
totalled Rp.20,641,856. The Budget for 1953 
has been fixed at Rp.27,944,415. On July 21 
last, a British town-planning expert, Pro- 
fessor Clifford Holliday, arrived in Indonesia 
to work with the Indonesian Ministry of 
Public Works and the Municipality of 
Djakarta under the United Nations Technical 
Assistance Programme. Prof. Holliday, who 
































THE ORGANISATION 
UF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
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is on leave of absence from the University 
of Manchester, is expected to 
Indonesia for six months. 


USSR.—The ‘Kakhovka Hydro-Electric | 
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Station which is being built in the USSR | 
Dnieper territory is due to be completed in | 


1955. 


in the area. A number of smal! plants have 


Already a new township is being born | 


already been built as well as 60 miles of | 


motor roads and 125 miles of railway track 


More than 500 residential buildings have been 7 


built and more are in course of construction 


Portable Houses 


AN INTERESTING demonstration in which a 


complete house, carried on a steel-framed, | 
earthquake-resistant foundation, was (rans | 


ported over rough ground, and finally set 
down on its allocated site, 


Heston airport last week. The house 's 





a “ Supalite,” of about 600 sq re 
desigand by Maycrete, Lid., o! Pate 
Mansions, London, SW1, in «: njuncten * 
G. H. Burgess and Co., for ‘ne ust = pn 
Iraq Petroleum Co., whos¢ agent 
continually moving from one =''© cent The 
when prospecting in the Middle ag? ae 
house and foundation—we/ 106 ; _ ded 
about 12 tons—was jacked-'° » Fg 
on to a special trailer by R. ‘- : Yan 


Co,, drawn by a six-whee bpehs: 
tractor.. The house withstoo. ‘ 
transport perfectly. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Employment in Building Industry 

The numbers employed in the building and 
contracting industry (1,452,000) showed no 
change during September. : according to 
figures published by the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service. 


City Smokeless Zone Proposal 


The Court of Common Council of the City 
of London accepted a recommendation, on 
November 5, to seek powers to make the 
whole City, with some exceptions, a smoke- 
less zone. In September the court decided to 
seek Parliamentary powers to allow it to 
declare smokeless zones within the City. 


South Bank Film 

The “ Observer” film of the Festival of 
Britain South Bank Exhibition, entitled 
“Brief City.” will be shown at the Building 
Centre, Store-street, Tottenham Court-road, 
from November 23 to 27; admission free 
without ticket. 
Utility Houses 

Despite the advice of their Medical Officer 
of Health, Shaftesbury RDC is to build at 
Gillingham one-room utility houses. Designed 
by the council’s architect, Mr. J. Hoy, they 
will cost £389 each and will be let at about 
10s. 6d. a week inclusive. Each comprises 
a living-room 144 ft. by 10 ft., with a recess 
for a single bed, and a separate bathroom 


6+ ft. by 54 ft. The contract is to be 
negotiated with C. P. Unwin and Sons, 
builders, of Bournemouth. 


Work for Private Architects 

Birmingham’s house building committee 
has decided to engage private architects to 
prepare several schemes for shops on new 
housing estates, owing to the pressure of 
work in the City Architect’s department. The 
committee has also agreed to call for a com- 
prehensive report from the City Architect on 
the construction of some of the new houses, 
particularly non-traditional types. This 
decision follows complaints. made recently 
about bid workmanship on some municipal 
housing es¢ates. 


Warm-air Supply 

Messrs. Keith Blackman, Ltd., Mill Mead- 
toad, Tottenham, N17, are exhibiting a range 
of their “ Tornado” fan engineering equip- 
ment at the Fuel Efficiency Exhibition at 
Manchester (November 18-28). The key to 
all plant shown is the efficient use of fuel. 
and a typical example is the “ Electrofin ” 
unit heater for warm-air supply to work- 
shops, factories, offices. etc. This heater— 
made in a variety of sizes with output rang- 
ing from 10,200 to 128,000 BTUs /hr.—incor- 
Porates a steel-gilled heater, and is fitted 
with a 14-in. diameter propeller-type fan and 
totally enclosed motor. 
Loyal Greetings 

A telegram was sent from Hull to the 
Queen offering loyal greetings from the direc- 
‘ors and employees of Sissons Brothers and 
Co, Ltd. of Bankside, on the occasion of 
the open ng of their new factory, and in 
celebration of the company’s 150th jubilee 
year. Mr. Richard C. Sissons, the Managing 
Director. just before his wife declared the 
new factory open and unveiled a plaque 
'ecordine the event, thanked all those con- 
cerned in the construction of the new factory, 
and Mr. Noel H. Sissons presented a silver 
Salver tc Mrs, R. C. Sissons. 
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GYPSUM PLASTERBOARD 


Alleged Mis-statements by RIBA and 
MoHLG 


THE GypsuM BUILDING PropucTs Asso- 
CIATION have issued a statement drawing 
attention to. the publication of allegedly 
erroneous information in evidence quoted in 
a recent report to the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. 


HM Stationery Office, the statement says. 
recently published the report of a committee 
set up by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, generally known as the Bailey 
Committee, on the “Quicker Completion of 
House Interiors.” As an appendix to this 
report is published evidence given by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. This 
evidence, the Association alleges, contains 
two mis-statements about plasterboard. 


On page 56 of the report it is stated that 
plasterboards “ are inclined to shrink.” It 
is a well known fact, the statement continues, 
that plasterboards are for all practical pur- 
poses inert and that one of the reasons why 
about one million square yards of this 
material are used by the building industry 
each week, is precisely that they are not in- 
clined to shrink. 

On the same page it is further stated— 
“Ceiling boards are a standard 8 ft. by 4 ft., 
and although joists can be arranged to work 
in with these sizes, cutting to waste is still 
inevitable to fit room sizes.” A _ reference 
to British Standard 1230 will show that 
plasterboards are available in a very large 
and comprehensive number of standard 
$1Zes. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. H. W. Witson, manager of the Southampton 
branch of the General Electric Co., Ltd., since 1938, 
has taken up a new appointment as an assistant to 
Mr. W. J. Bird. London sales manager. His successor 
as manager at Southampton is Mr. D. E. Kipner. 


Mr. T. H. ATKINSON has joined the Thermovent 
Heating Division of E. K. Cole, Ltd.. as technical 
sales representative covering the south and south- 


eastern area. He may be contacted through the 


I ondon office. 5. Vigo-street. WI 
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SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Rent Increases 


A SCHEME for assisting the repair of the 
= 750,000 privately owned rent-restricted 
houses in Scotland is outlined in a new 
White Paper on housing policy which was 
published by HM Stationery Office, on 
November 2, price 6d. 

The basis of the new scheme is that to 
meet the rise in the cost of repairs since 
1939, a two-fifths “repairs increase” in 
rent would be allowed. 

This “ repairs increase” in rent would not 
be payable unless necessary repairs had first 
been carried out. No owner would be 
allowed to raise rents unless his houses were 
in good repair, or were put in good repair, 
and were kept in good repair. 

Any increase in rent would not carry with 
it an increase in o€@cupier’s rates or owner's 
rates. Most tenants of rent-restricted houses 
in Scotland pay rent and occupier’s rates in 
one weekly sum. The proposal to increase 
rent by two-fifths will mean an increase in 
the weekly sum collected of rent plus rates 
of about one-quarter, depending on the level 
of rates in the locality. This would mean 
an increase on a house at present let at 
£24 a year (rent plus rates) of £6 a year or 
2s. 4d. per week. 

So far as the proposals in the White Paper 
involve legislation the necessary powers will 
be sought in a Bill which will shortly be 
submitted to Parliament. 

A White Paper on Housing Policy in 
England was also presented to Parliament on 
November 3. The provisions in this English 
White Paper have no force whatsoever in 
Scotland. 


*.* The speech in the House of Commons by the 
Secretary of State for Scotland is on page 760. 





Professor Matthew’s Inaugural Address 
at Edinburgh University 
( )NE of the real prerequisites to an advance 
in building technique was the bringing 
together at the vital designing stage of the 
industrial engineer and the architect. This 
was the view expressed by Proressor R. H 
MaTTHEW when he delivered his inaugural 
lecture in the chair of Architecture at 
Edinburgh University on October 22. 

Underlying the present situation, he said. 
and affecting the practice of architecture at 
almost every point was the obvious fact that 
this country needed at the present time and 
would continue to need far more buildings 
than the traditional building industry could 
possibly supply. 

The problem that was clearly before us 
was, on the one hand, to increase the total 
amount of building year by year, while 
maintaining relatively high standards—very 
high in relation to the Victorian slums, both 
of building and of habitability—while on 
the other hand, and here was the real 
dilemma, making no further substantial calls 
on our already overstrained total national 
resources. 

The rate at which old buildings fell out 
of use, by reason of sheer age or neglect. 
was such that unless we could by some 
means or other lift the whole technique of 
building from its present level—and no one 


who was at grips with the situation would... 
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deny that that level was a low one—unless 
we could do that we must face a very long 
period indeed before we could overtake our 
pressing social needs in terms of building. 

It was to the architect that the great 
building authorities now looked for the solu- 
tion of their building problems, and in that 
sense he had moved from the fringe of 
society almost to the centre. His responsi- 
bility was not now only for design but also 
for production, and he was dealing not only 
with the three spatial dimensions but with 
two more—namely, time and cost. 

It would be only too easy for the archi- 
tect to repudiate this kind of responsibility. 
Fortunately it had become - sufficiently 
realised that, if it was not accepted, archi- 
tecture with a capital “A” might again 
become a marginal function, or even be 
totally extinguished, while at the same time 
the country would still get the buildings it 
required, but by other means. 

For there were other means and we could 
not ignore them. The story of the develop- 
ment of the prefabricated house at the end 
of the war marked a turning-point in the 
long history of building. 

For a long time, of course, buildings of 
traditional materials and-construction would 
continue to be built. The very slowness of 
the evolution of building was a guarantee 
that tradition would not easily be disturbed 
and much fine building would rightly con- 
tinue in this way. But the introduction of 
the technique of industrial engineering to 
building was like the introduction of the use 
of steam or electricity, and one could already 
see--for instance, in some schoo] buildings 
particularly—its initial development taking 
place on a permanent basis. 

To the architect in any position of public 
responsibility there was really no choice 
in the matter. He knew only too well that 
he must fail hopelessly in his time-schedule 
if he relied on traditional methods, and no 
large authority that he knew had seriously 
tried to do so. 

The absorption of this powerful force into 
the process of architectural design was not 
easy, and this was hardly surprising, as it 
represented the fusion of two elements that 
for a very long time had been artificially 
separated—namely, the designing skills of 
the architect and the structural engineer. 

One consequence had been the inability 
of the architect, because of his lack of 
structural knowledge, to take advantage in 
his designs of new structural techniques; and 
on the other it seemed equally to have 
resulted in the inability of the engineer, who 
had become absorbed in mathematical 
analysis, to use his developing knowledge 
of the possibilities of structural design to 
create imaginative form. 

“I can see no fundamental difference 
between the design, let us say, of a bridge 
and the design of an auditorium,” commented 
Professor Matthew. “ For some generations 
the first has generally been classed as engin- 
eering, the second as architecture. But it 
is not so long ago since Telford designed 
both bridges and buildings: Wren considered 
himself as much an engineer as an archi- 
tect, and to-day we make no distinction 
between the aqueducts, the triumphal arches 
and the villas of Roman times. 

“Surely they are simply structures and 
surely they are all equally architecture and 
all must be judged by the same standards 
of stability, convenience and exsthetic value.” 

He found it difficult to visualise even in 
future a common education for the archi- 
tect and the structural engineer in this 


country—it had been done abroad—but it 
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might be that the entry of the industrial 
engineer into building that had now taken 
place would encourage this fusion, or at 
least would bring the architect and engineer 
together at the vital designing stage when 
the two minds could bear simultaneously on 
the same problem. He was convinced that 
this was one of the rea] prerequisites to an 
advance in building technique. 


Kilmarnock Experiment 


AS THE RESULT of a report by the Medical 
Officer of Health on the incidence of disease 
in various types of houses in the Burgh of 
Kilmarnock, the Burgh Architect was 
instructed by the Housing Committee to 
consider the possibility of improving the 
conditions of prefabricated temporary 
houses. 

The Burgh Architect accordingly prepared 
a design for building a 44-in. brick external 
skin round one of the types of temporary 
bungalow, having a 2-in. cavity between the 
brick skin and the external walls of the 
bungalow, with the brickwork roughcasted 
on its external face. 

It was considered that the addition of this 
outer skin, with the 2-in. cavity provided, 
would add considerably to the insulation of 
this type of bungalow, and that with proper 
upkeep of the roofs, which it was not pro- 
posed to alter, these bungalows would, with 
the addition of the proposed 44-in. brick 
external skin, have a reasonably long life 
and be dry and warm. 

The estimated cost of cladding the bunga- 
low with the 44-in. skin was £200; including 
the cost of necessary alterations to plumbing, 
drains, footpaths, etc., and the external re- 
painting of the woodwork and metalwork 
of the bungalow. 

The Town Council agreed, in June, 1952, 
that the proposals be submitted to the 
Department of Health for approval, and in 
July, 1953, the Department approved the 
proposed experiment, subject to certain 
conditions. 

The Housing Committee accepted these 
terms and instructed the Burgh Architect 
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in August, 1953, to proceed with the i- 
ment, the work to be carried oyt ree 
direct labour department. The work is near. 
ing completion and the experiment has every 
indication of being a most successful one 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for scheme of 7/ 
= which nage easy ate Alexander B Gua ae 
orporation Housin ces, Broad-st a 
gate, Abeines. . aeat., The Coste 
yr.—Pians prepared and approved for new housine 
scheme to be erected by the Scottish Special f ican 
Association, Ltd., at Hillfoot-rd. The architect js } 
Austin Bent (A), 15-19, Palmerston-p| Edinburgh 
Cullea.—Banfishire CC to have plans Prepared for 
a new Public School, their architect being William R 
Wark (A), County-bidgs., Cullen. 
Drogan.—Ayrshire CC to have plans prepared for a 
new Public School, their architect being Robert © 
Lindsay (A), County-bldgs., Wellington-sq., Ayr 
-—Plans in hand for erection of 32 houses 
and over a dozen shops at the Morocco area of the 
Canongate for Corporation. The architect is Alex 
Steele (A), Council Offices, Parliament-sq., High-st 
Edinburgh. : 
_ Glasgow.—-Plans prepared for alterations and addi. 
tions for the Astoria Cinema at Maryhill-rd.. Cow- 
caddens, and a similar scheme for W. R. C. at 1.137 
Tolicross-rd., Tollcross. The architect is Lennox D 
Paterson (A), 147, West Regent-st., Glasgow 
Glasgow.—Layout plans have been prepared and 
approved for 280 houses forming the fifth develop- 


ment of the Cadder-rd. housing scheme. The archi- 
tect is Archibald G. -Jury (F), Corporation Housing 
Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new canteen for 
Kennedy, MacLeod & Co., Ltd.. to be erected at S: 


Vincent-cres. The architect is Magnus Duncan (F 
243, Eglinton-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.-—Plans prepared by their own architects 
for a new canteen to be erected at Admiral-st., Park- 
head, by William Burns (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow 

Glasgow.-——Pians prepared by their architects for 
new warehouse, offices, garage and storage buildings 
which are to be erected at York-st., Blythswood, by 
Thomas Graham & Sons, Ltd., Glasgow 

Greenock.—Plans in hand for the erection of 22 
houses at The Bellaire-Dungournie housing site. The 
architect is Robert L. Rankine, AMTPI, AMInstCt 
Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton-st., Greenock, and the 
quantity surveyors are D. Y. McDonald & Partners 
FF.RICS. Coopers-bldgs., Hamilton-st.. Greenock 

Inverness.—Dean of Guild Court have approved 
plans for the building of 24 three-apartment houses in 
the Dalneigh housing area, at an est. cost of £31.20 

Kirkealdy.—Corporation has layout plans in hand 
for 134 houses and several shops to be erected on the 
Links housing site. The architect is Robert Meldrum. 
FIAA&S, Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bidgs 
High-st., Kirkcaldy. 

Paisley.—Plans to be prepared for 126 houses to be 
erected at Forbar housing site. The architect is John 
G. MacGregor, BSc, MTPI, MinstCF, Master of 
Works Offices, County-sq., Paisley. 

Patna.—Plans in hand for 28 houses to be erected 
by the National Coal Board, their chief architect being 
W. S. Drysdale, 1, Eglinton-cres., Edinburgh 

Renfrewshire.—Plans in hand for scheme of 66 
Fouses to be erected at the Cochrane Castle housing 
site, Johnstone 


Roxburghshire.—Plans in hand for scheme of houses 
for the aged to be erected on a Hawick site 
Scotstoun.—Plans for new staff accommodatiod 
new photographic department, extensions to offices 
and new storage building at South-st have bern pee 
‘ 0 


pared by the staff of Charles Conne! 
Scotstoun. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Nickel Restrictions Removed 


ALL RESTRICTIONS on the use of nickel have 
been removed by the Board of Trade and 
the Ministry of Supply with effect from 
November 6. sg 

The revoking orders, the Nicke! Prohibited 
Uses (Board of Trade) (Revocation) Order. 


1953, SI, 1953, No. 1605 and the Nickel 
Prohibited Uses (Minister of Supply) (Re- 
vocation) Order, 1953, SI, 1953, No. 1607 
are on sale at HMSO. 

ihdrawn the 


The Minister of Supply has » 
Alloy Steel Directions restricting the use © 
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The Builder 
FUTURE 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 16. 
*+§effolk and Ipswich Fire Avuthority.—Appliance 
room at proposed fire station at Halesworth. E. J 


Svmeox (F), architect to Authority, County Hall, 
ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 19. 
*tSurrey CC.—County primary school at Clarence- 
awe., Malden and Coombe. County A, Kingston. 
*tS§urrey CC.—County primary school at Garfield- 


ave., Wimbledon. County A, Kingston. 

NOVEMBER 20. 

**Birmingham City €.—Contract No. 288, Four 

fats at Shaftmoor-la., Hall Green; and contract No. 
two dwellings at Ivyfield-rd.. Erdington. City 

E&S. Dep. £2 2s. and contract. Tenders by Decem- 


ber 17. 

NOVEMBER 21. 
*tEastbourne CBC.—Minor adaptations ‘‘ The 
Knowle,”” Beggars-la., Friday-st., Langney. B.E 


Tenders by December 


NOVEMBER 23. 
"Gravesend BC.—60 houses, 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
‘Wisbech and District Water Board.—Conversion. 
12, South Brink, for use as offices. Parker & Parker, 
architects, 9, The Crescent. Dep. £1 Is. 
NOVEMBER 24. 
‘Treat River Board.—Control room sluice attend- 
at's house, Holme Sluices, Colwick, near Notting- 
tam. J. Hirst, Clerk of Board, 206, Derby-rd., 
Nottingham. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 25. 
“Hants Police Authority.—Police houses on three 
ates. County A, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. each. 
*tNorfolk EC.—Ajterations to Cromer county 
pimary school. Chief Education Officer, Norwich. 
NOVEMBER 26. 


14, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


Westcourt estate 


Harrogate BC.—16 aged persons’ bungalows. BE 
_“tHolland CC.—Spaiding East county primary 
shool. County A, County Hall, Boston, Lincoln- 
shire. 


Latterworth RDC.—(a) four houses at Walcote; (b) 
roads and sewers at New-rd.; (c) repair and painting 
% Water tower, Bruntingthorpe; (d) installation of 
yo motor, Ullesthorpe pumping station. S. 
vep 428 
Shepton Mallet RDC.—12 houses, four garages and 
ste works at Doulting. R. Vallis, architect, 6, North- 
parade, Frome. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 27. 

‘i Police Authority.—One detached 
se with office at Howden-le-Wear. G. Clayton, 
FRIBA, Court-la., Durham. 

NOVEMBER 30. 

Chelmsford BC.—{1) 14 old folks’ bungalows at 
oodhall estate extension; (2) 46 houses at Melbourne 
am estate. BE,S&A. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
Colwyn Bay BC.—Three blocks of three-storey flats 
non Glyn estate, Colwyn Bay. S$. Powell Bowen, 
-p-Arch., ARIBA, Alliance House, Prince’s-dr., 
iwyn Ba 

," Portsmouth City C.—Three additional classrooms, 
jourt-la. school and partial reinstatement at Northern 
rammar School, Mayfield-rd. City A. Dep. £3 3s 
_ ‘Tottenham BC.—60 dwellings at Markfield estate, 
Phase I, contract 2. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 2. 


‘Durham Cty. 


Ap City C©.—Six maisonettes and six flats at 

ty s-rd., Bathwick. City Planning Officer and A 

oa, Wellington (Salop) UDC.—169 houses. Park Walls 

Slate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

"+89 DECEMBER 4. z 

yj, euthgate BC.+16 houses on site in Nursery-rd., 

"Se BEKS. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 29 

“> tton and Cheam BC.—Extension to Central 
¢ Libr Manor Park House, Manor Park-rd., 


—- BES. Dep. £2. 

at one Ridiag of Yorks. CC.—One detached house 

Bish st:. Swinton, near Rotherham. County A, 
‘pearth Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dp. £2 2s. 
- DECEMBER 5. 

ae erthyr Tydfil CBC.—Conversion into hostel for 
South Wales and Mon Approved 

er’s Yard. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

» DECEMBER 7. 

BE vagenhair. BC.—108 flats on Marks Gate estate. 

— Dep. £2 2s, 

nom ®DC.—11 houses at Bere Alston. Ross- 
m8 & Fovden, architects, Drake-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 
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CONSTRUCTION 


_*West Riding CC.—Two additienal practical rooms 
(timber), Thrybergh secondary school. County A, 
** Bishopgarth,’’ Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £1 Is. 

DECEMBER 8. 

Louth BC.—72 dwellings at Eastfield-rd. estate in 
contracts of 12, 8, 26 and 26. Vallance & Westwick, 
architects, White Hart-chbrs., Mansfield 

DECEMBER 11. 

Hartismere RDC.—Ten houses and site works at 
Thorndon; eight houses at Cotton: sewage disposal 
works at Cotton. H. Spindler, Hsg. Officer, Hsg. 
Dept., Lambseth-st., Eye. Dep. £2 2s. 
as UDC.—16 bungalows at Cashes Green 


DECEMBER 12. 


*Breconshire and Radnorshire Jt. Fire Brigade 
Comm.—Fire Station in Tremont-rd., Liandrindod 
Wells. Scott & Redwood, ARIBA, 5, Rodney-pl., 


Clifton, Bristol, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

*East Barnet UDC.—20 elderly people’s dwellings 
at Churchmead-cl. housing scheme. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 14. 

*Erith BC.—30 flats, Albert-rd./Victoria-st., Bel- 
vedere. J. H. Clayton, BE&S. Dep. £2 2s 
Melksham UDC.—20 houses at Breakhart housing 

site. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 15. 

*Guildford RDC.—22 dwellings, Tillingbourne-rd., 

Shalford. J. W. Snape, E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 
NO DATE. 

Arbroath (Angus).—50 houses at Hayshead housing 
site Scottish Special Housing Assoc., Ltd., 15-21, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 12. 

*Gosport BC.—116 houses and roads, etc., Rowner 
estate No. 3. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tHartley Wintney RDC.—20 houses at Long 
Sutton housing scheme. H. Broadhurst, C of Council. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 18. 
*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board. — Installation of hot 
water services, calorifters, etc., Storthes Hall hospital, 
Kirkburton, near Huddersfield. A to the Board, Park- 


parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Decem- 
ber 14. 
NOVEMBER 21. 
*+Essex CC.—Internal renovations and_ repairs 


Trinity-rd. primary school. County A, 
NOVEMBER 28. 
Buxton BC.—BE (Materials). 
DECEMBER 4. 

*Romford BC.—Electrical installations at 60 flats 
and 74 houses at Heston Grange housing site. BE&S 
Dep pe 

Salop CC.—County S. (Materials.) 

DECEMBER 5. | 

*East Grinstead UDC.—Hot water installations and 
lavatory basins to 29 houses at Beeches estate, 
Ashurstwood; and to 144 houses at Sackville estate, 
East Grinstead. B. Cornelius, FRICS, S to Council. 
Dep. £2 2s. — 

*Golborne UDC.—(a) roof tiling of 46 houses; (b) 
plastering of 12 houses, at Louton-rd. E&S. 

DECEMBER 14. Z 

*Thurrock UDC.—Annual contracts for materials. 

E&S 


Chelmsford 
Chelmsford. 
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DECEMBER 15. 
Dover BC.—Materials (BE). 
DECEMBER 17. 
*Harrow UDC.—Repairs to brickwork and parapet 
walls at four schools. . Dep. £2. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 25. 

Birmingham City C.—About 1,000 yds. reconstruc- 
tion of carriageway. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 30. 

Northamptonshire CC.—Reconstruction of canal 
bridge and approaches at Olid Stratford. County S, 
Guildhall-rd., Northampton. Dep. £5. 

DECEMBER 2. 

Birmingham TC.—Roads and sewers on the Silade- 
la. estate, Yardley Wood. H. J. Manzoni, City E&S, 
Civic Centre, Birmingham, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 5. 

Macclesfield BC.—Construction of 

sewers at Hurdsfield. BE, Town Hall. 
DECEMBER 7. 

Brierley Hill UDC.—Final surfacing of road and 
layout -of splay corners at Swan-la. housing site 
E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Edinburgh TC.—Western boundary 


roads and 
Dep. £2 2s. 


trunk sewer, 


section 1. City E, 329, High-st., Edinburgh. 
DECEMBER 8. 
Atherstone RDC.— Atherstone and Mancetier 


sewerage and sewage disposal works. Richards and 
Dumbleton, consultant engineers, 45, Newhall-st., Bir- 
mingham, 3. Dep. £10 10s. 
DECEMBER 9. 
*Slough BC.—Pumping station, Chalvey. BE. Dep 
> De 


Ye i DECEMBER 11. 
Cirencester RDC.—Cerney Wick water supply 
A. H. S. Waters, 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2 


Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 12. 
Amersham RDC.—Section 3 of new road at Bell- 
la. housing estate. E&S, Amersham RDC, High-st. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 14. 
Melksham UDC.—Advance preparation of 
bourne Farm (Phase I) housing site. E&S. 


£2 2s. 
DECEMBER 15. 
Oswestry RDC.—Morda sewerage and sewage dis- 


Lam- 
Dep. 


posal, contract No. 1. J. D. & M. Watson, 
MM. ICE, consultant engineers, 18, Queen Anne's 
Gate, Westminster, SW1. Dep. £10 10s. 


DECEMBER 19. 

Rugby RDC.—Wolfhampcote water supply, con- 
tract no. 10. J. D. & M. Watson, MM.ICE. 
consultant engineers, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, West- 
minster, SWI. Dep. £10 10s. 


DECEMBER 23. 

Pickering RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works at Thornton Dale. . H. Moore, consultant 
engineer, 12, Valley Bridge-par., Scarborough. Dep 
£ s 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Acton.——Fiats.—_MH&LG have approved in prin- 
ciple the erection by the Goldsmiths’ Housing Trust, 
Ltd., of 48 flats on land 2: the junction of East 
Chaurchfield-rd. and East Acton-la. 

Brockley.—Works EXxTtENSIONS.—Proposals have 
been made by the Revvo Castor Co., Ltd., 101, Fins- 
bury-pavement, EC2, for the extension of their works 
in Norbert-rd., Brockley 

Enfield.—Factory.—Chamberlain Industries, Ltd.. 
Staffa-rd., E10, propose to erect a factory in Great 
Cambridge-rd. 

Enfield.-SHors AND Matsonettes.—The erection of 
12 shops and 20 maisonettes in Bullsmoor-la. is pro- 
posed by Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., bldg. con- 
tractors, Sydney-rd. 

Epsom.—HousinGc.—BS proposes the erection of 26 
houses in Hook-rd. 

_ Esher.—Lisrary.—Plans for the erection of a central 
library in the Esher Lodge vicinity are being pre- 
pared by County A, Kingston-on-Thames. 

Kensington.—Fiats.—Hsg. Com. recommend the 
approval by RBC of plans submitted by BE for the 
erection of six flats on the sites of Nos. 20 and 22, 
Cornwall-cres. and Nos. 1-3, Talbot-gr.. at total esti- 
mated cost of £16,090. Also revised plans submitted 
by BE for the erection of 12 flats on site of Nos 
169-179, Finborough-rd. 

Kensington.—-APPomnt MENT.—F,. E. B. MacManus, 
FRIBA, 10, Lower Grosvenor-pl., SW1, has been ap- 
pointed as architect for the fourth phase of the Henry 
Dickens-ct. housing scheme. 

Kensington.—Deve_opment.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the approval of plans prepared by John Grey & 
Ptnr., architects, 17, Buckingham-st., Strand, WC2. 
for the erection of four flats on sites of Nos. 42-44, 
Tavistock-cres., estimated cost £10,580: four flats on 
= of poe 61, rae estimated cost £10,250; 
and six flats on sites of Nos. 63 and 65 i - 
rd. and No. 23, Basing-st. : ee 
‘ Kingston.—ReEBUILDING.—The 
business premises in Union-st. has been proposed by 
Knapp. ewett & Sons, Ltd., printers pis, stationers. 

Mitcham.—Works EXTENsIons.—Proposals have 
been made by the Hygienic Wire Co., Ltd., Miles-rd., 
for extensions to their works. 

Penge.—FLats.—BC propose the erection of 36 flats 


rebuilding of their 


5 i 

































































































caress 


ta 
> 
KA 


had 






Te 


~~ 


SAT 


» 
> s 


bs Ee SR oe A 
Ley Nw 
eves .¢ 


Fee es 


3 ee ee Hy met i aig 
: tah a he le me 


2. 


Cael acanee 


: 4 
+ a the 
ck al 


7G at! 


Eo 
SS 


am ae. Ae + 
2 


wes ee oe 
bb te es ~ 

a 

oA Seal 
oe 

hay +. 


Ee 





766 


at Anerley Vale: 12 flats at the Trenholme estate ex- 
tension; 21 flats at Brunswick-pl.; 21 flats on the site 
of the former Congregational church at Anerley-rd.; 


17 flats at Oakfield-rd.; and 42 flats at-Maple-rd. and 
Laure!l-gr BC also intend to commence the de- 
velopment of smal! dispersed sites throughout the area, 

| have been prepared for development at 


d., Selby-rd., Bourdon-rd., and Wordsworth- 

provide more than 36 dwellings. The subse- 
quent development is planned of the central area 
between Maple-rd. and Croydon-rd. Permission may 
be sought for vertical development with six-, eight- 
or ten-storey flats 

St. Pancras.—Housinc.—MH&LG has approved 
loan sanction for the following schemes: acquisition of 
land at Plender-st. for housing purposes, at est. cost 
£50,500; erection of 16 flats and one shop at Clarence- 
way housing scheme, at est. cost £45,500; erection of 
six maisonettes and six shops at Regent’s Park (Area 
‘A '’) housing scheme at est. cost £32,500; acquisi- 
tion of land at Allcroft-rd. for housing purposes at 
est. cost £11,550; erection of 48 flats at Oseney-cres. 
housing scheme, at est. cost £84,900; construction of 
civil defence control centre at ‘* Haddo House,”’ 
Highgate-rd., est. cost £7,430. 

St. Pancras.—FLatTs\ aNp SHops.-——Detailed plans 
have now been prepared by I. B. M. Hamilton, 
FRIBA, 16, Old Buildings, Lincoin’s Inn, W€2, for 
the development of the Goldington-cres. housing site 
by the érection of 61 flats, shops, etc. 

St. Pancras.—Housinc.—A revised scheme for the 
development of the Sidmouth Mews island site is to 
be prepared by A. J. Thomas, FRIBA, MISE, 3la, 
Sloane-st., SW1, to conform with MH&LG and LCC 
requirements. 

t. Pancras.—DE&VELOPMENT.—MBC are recom- 
mended to instruct P. F. Shepherd, architect, 42, 
Bruton-pl., Wi, to prepare a sketch development of 
the Albert-st. area, comprising two sites in Morning- 
ton-st. and the site of Nos. 34-48 (even), Albert-st. 

St. Pancras.—MalisonettTes.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition of the sites of Nos. 14-26 (cons.), 
Camden-sq. and Nos. 26, 32, 34 and 40, Camden- 
mews, which if developed by four-storey maisonettes 
would provide 46 dwellings. Hsg. Com. also recom- 
mend the acquisition of the sites of Nos. 11-19 (odd), 
Dartmouth Park-hill, Nos. 72-76 (even), Spencer-rise, 
and Nos. 1 and 2. Churchill-rd. 

Twickenham.—FLATs AND Matsonrtres.—The erec- 
tion of 72 flats and maisonettes on Butts Farm estate 
has been proposed by BE 





(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—Two-tier stand proposed at Peel Park 
Football Ground by Accrington Stanley Football Club, 
£30,000 est. 

Alawick.—RDC plan erection of shops at Shilbottle 
Council’s architects, Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank- 
chbrs., Alnwick. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Marsh & Sons, 266, Duke-st., 
propose extensions to mineral water factory. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—BC to prepare plans for exten- 
sions to Central Library.—Received Min. approval for 
rebuilding Public Baths in three phases, £23,000 est.— 
TC propose 12 flats at Meetings View; received 
approval for erection of 88 flats; to prepare plans for 
six lock-up shops with flats over at junction Lesh-la. 
Bridegate-ave., Abbots Vale estate. 

Bebington.—Layout plan for completion of Glen- 
burn-ave. estate, Eastham, showing 42 -houses, has 
been approved by Hsg. Com. 

Bedworth.—UDC propose erection of 150 houses 
during 1954. 

Billinghamn-on-Tees.—UDC starting with building of 
civic centre to include 120 shops, health centre, hotel, 
cinema, library, municipal offices and town hail. 
Council A, Kitching & Co., 21. Albert-rd.. Middles- 
brough. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—British Titan Products, Ltd, 
are to erect vacuum engine-house and offices, and 
plans have been approved. 

Birkenhead.—TC to construct 297 houses on the new 
housing estate at Overchurch. 

Birmingham.—-EC propose extensions to Colmers 
Farm girls’ mod. sch. Plans by City E, H. J. Man- 
zoni. QS, J. Kirkham Dale & Son. 

Birmingham.—City C recommended to approve re- 
vised scheme for adaptation of Wyddrington,”’ 
Church-rd., Edgbaston, as accommodatidn for civic 
guests, at est. cost £39,478; plans for communal! laun- 
dry at Heatb-st.. Winson Green, est. cost £43,345: 
and scheme for eight shops with 15 flats over on site 
at junction Digbeth/Rea-st., est. cost £62,329. 

Blyth.—BE, D. W. Foster, to report on proposed 
chalets and shelters at Links and Seaton Sluice.—-BC 
planning erection of shops on Newsham-rd. estate.— 
Blyth Co-op. Society, Ltd., seek sites on Cowpen-rd 
estate for shops.—TC to resubmit to MH&LG plans 
for crematorium at Cowpen Cemetery. . 

tle.—BC propose two-bay fire stn. at junction 
Dunnings Bridge-rd./Park-la, in 1954 programme, 
£35,900 est.—To negotiate tender with George Wim- 
pey & Co., Ltd., London, for erection of four-storey 
block of 24 maisonettes.—BC propose adaptations to 
central police stn. and provision of sub-station in 1954 
$ programme; approved amended plans for offices at 
Cyprus-rd., for Owens Peck & Co., Ltd., Vulcan-st.. 
Liverpool. at 

Brierley Hill.—TC to invite tenders for 135 houses 
at Forge-la., Wallheath. QS, T. Pemberton, Wolver- 
hampton. 

Brighouse.—BC approved plans for layout for houses 
at Garden-rd., for Brighouse Estate Co. (Northern), 
Ltd.—Offices and lavatories at Halifax-rd., Hipper- 
holme, for Bull Green Coach Works; textile factory at 
Wakefield-rd. Industrial Estate, for Luther Austin 
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PRICES CORRECTION 
In our issue of November 6, under the 
heading of ‘* Stoneware Drain Pipes, etc.,”’ 
the percentages in the third column should 
have read as follows: 
Under 100 pieces 

Under 2 tons 
1074 % 

10 % + 1074% 

374% + 1074% 


474% + 1074% 


++4+ 











(Properties), Ltd., reconstruction of machine foundry 
at Woodhouse Works, for J. Blakeborough & Sons, 
Ltd. 

Bromley.—Ed. Com. are to urge Kent Ed. Com. 
that a county sec. sch. for 600 pupils be built at 
Hayes in building programme for 1955-56. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC approved layout for section 10 
of Charford estate, providing for 30 houses, 72 flats 
and 24 maisonettes.—Approved plans for remote con- 
trol plant, building at Factory-la., Worcester-rd., for 
West Midlands Gas Brd.—Licensed premises at Grove- 
ley-la.. Cofton Hackett, for Ansells Brewery Co., 
Ltd.—58 houses at Hollywood Farm estate, Wythall. 
for R. Kemp (builders), Ltd. 

Cambridge.—Preliminary layout plans for rebuilding 
Shire Hall Courts, with floor space of 25,698 ft. super, 
approved by Special Com. on behalf of Cambs CC. 
The plans were submitted by Sir William Holford. 

Carlisie.—Reed, Millican & Co., Ltd., Market-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, plan offices and stores at South 
Henry-st.—G. W. Danson, 54, Lowther-st., architect 
for furniture store in Rosemary-la. and Scotch-st., for 
H. & J. K. Vasey, and extensions to business premises 
at Heads-la., for Binns, Ltd.—City C is urging 
MH&LG to allow scheme for assembly hall at Car- 
lisle to proceed as early as possible. 

Carnforth.—-UDC to seek loan £20,560 for erection 
16 flats. 

Chester.—RDC approved layout for 34 houses at 
Huntington and 18 at Stoak. 

Chesterfield.—TC propose modernisation of 600 
houses during next three years, £16,000 est. 

Chesterfield.-—Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. to invite 
tenders for anti-natal clinic at Scarsdale Hospita!l.— 
Congregational Church propose new church hall and 


Sunday-sch. at Soresby-st., £12,000 est. Architect, 
A. T. Taylor, Belper. 
Colwyn Bay.—TC seek loan £25,850 for crema- 


torium at Bron-y-Nant. 

Coseley (Staffs).—EC propose erection of new sec. 
sch. for 750 pupils. 

Cosford.—-RDC to erect 20 semi-bungalows on 
centre green at Pit Meadow, Lavenham. 

Coventry.—MH&LG to permit rebuilding of factory 
of Singer Motors, Ltd., in Payne’s-la.—City 
D. E. E. Gibson, instrugted to revise scheme for 11- 
storey flats at Tile Hill neighbourhood unit. 

Coventry:—Orr Enterprises, Ltd., propose erection 
of cinema at Cheylesmore. 

Crayford.—BC to ask permission to borrow £447,000 
to build 286 houses on Venners Farm site. 

Darlaston.—UDC to negotiate tender with local con- 
tractors for reconstruction of Civic Restaurant. 

Darlington.—EC to proceed with building prim. sch 
at Firth Moor from plans of the Boro’ A. E. A 
Tornbohm. 

Darlington.—Corp. Streets Com. is urging MoT to 
begin work on proposed Darlington by-pass. 
__ Durham.—New factory to .be built at Peterlee New 
Town, Durham, by Jeremiah Ambler. Ltd., Bradford. 

Gateshead.—Shepherd & Co., Ltd.. to build food 
store in Ellison-st. Architect, R. Burke, 10, Lambton- 
se? sr ar wah 

‘Gateshead.—TC plan erection of four chil "s 
homes. G. F. Winters, BE. — 
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Gateshead.—Sigmunds Pumps, Lid. prc 
tend Bac seer Re — Valley "Trades tae 
Archi * ork, osen Der, 4 
Park-pl., don. &@ & Mardall, 2, Hyde 


Gateshead.—TC submitted to MH £15 schem 
for — to Fountain View ioetiaaian Arch. 
sects, pence & Price, St. Mary’s-pi., Newcastle-on- 

Gateshead.—BE, G. F. Winters. prepased . 
94 ** Orlit ” houses at Wrekenton Dlans for 

Gateshead.—TC to build shopping centr ; 
poy pe six , shops each on edieews Beacon Long 
and Lobley ousing es: f : inters 
Gateshead ng estates. BE, G. F. Winters 

orth.—UDC approved plans by Northum j 

Cty. A, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for additions to mae 
waiting-room, doctor’s room and stores at child wel 
fare centre—UDC plan erection of eight two-stores 
flats at junction Wansbeck-rd. / Broadway West. ; 
at ~ are Rae eee Council of s: 
ary’s an aints’ Church, its ti 
lay tr fabric, £17,000 est. ane 
esowen.—TIC approved plans:—-New fact ! 
Coombes Wood, Hill & Cakemore for Alpha Bear 
ings; new front to works at Victoria-rd., Hill & Cake 
more for W. R. Davies: new boiler-house at Ma!: 
Mill-la., Hill & Cakemore, for Automatic Pressings 
Ltd.; houses at Longmoor-rd., Hasbury, and 125 at 
Briery-rd., _Meadowbrook-rd. and Bassnage-rd., for 
A. & J. Mucklow, Ltd. ee 

Halifax.—Hsg. Com. have approved plans for block: 
of six shops at Mixenden, Illingworth, and Turner 
ave. (Cousin-la. site). 

Harrogate.—Governors of Ashville College propos: 
a > a ee £80,000 est. 

erne Bay. ounci! to build 71 houses costing 
£101,000 at Greenhill, close to main London tc 
Thanet road. 

Higham Ferrers.—TC issued licence to J. White 
Footwear, Ltd., for erection of 10 houses, 12 flats a 
York-rd. 

Honiton.—TC proposes industrial development oi 
four sites: land at Black Lion Farm (behind Railway 
Inn); land adjacent to River Gissage opposite gas- 
works; site behind butter factory at Littletown; and 
allotment site on Jerrard estate. 

Hull.—Loan sanction agreed by Hull Welfar 
Services Committee in respect of two new homes for 
aged people. One at Westgate House, Hornsea, es! 
cost £19,869, for adaptations and additions; the othe 
on Bilton Grange estate, Hull, est. cost £30,337. 


Hyde.—BC approved preliminary tayout for 
houses at Fleet-st. 
Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Detailed plans and estimates 


being prepared for proposed Tyne tunnel betwee: 
Jarrow and Howdon, for Tyne Tunne! Joint Com 
cost estimated at £6m. Engineers, Mott, Hay & 
Anderson, London. 

Lindsey.—CC to start building £187,000 sec. mod 
sch. at Cleethorpes in current financial year. Firs 
instalment to cost £129,216. This will include 
assembly hall and rooms for woodwork, metalwork 
science, domestic science, art, crafts and needlework 
and eight classrooms. 

Lindsey.—CC recommends erection of fire and 
ambulance stns., and additions to existing buildings 
£44,250. 

Litherland.—-UDC approved plans for houses 4 
Ford estate. 

Lytham (Lanes).—EC to reserve site at Mythop for 
proposed Lytham St. Annes RC sec. mod. sch. 

Manchester.—EC propose rebuilding of Oakenshaw 
CoE Controlled senior sch. mext year.—Tenders to be 
invited for proposed St. John Boscoe RC prim. sch. 
To negotiate tenders with Integrated Constructions 
Ltd., for kitchen and dining-room at Ducic-ave. se 
girls’ sch. and Levenshulme high sch. for girls, with 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke. Ltd., Nottingham, for 
erection of Greenbrow nursery sch Wytrenshawe 
and with G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, near 
Bolton, for erection of Wythenshawe special sch —TC 
approved plans*—10 flats at Finningley-rd., Hillside 
estate, Blackley; 50 flats and 16 aged persons’ dwell- 
ings at Newcastle-st., Devonshire-st., Medlock-st. a%¢ 
Clarendon-st., Hulme. oy 

Matlock.—UDC seek loan £140,000 for further I 
houses at Hurst Farm estate. 

Middlesbrough.—Plans being prepared by BE, J. A 
Kenyon, for fire brigade HQ, cost £10,000 


Middlesbrowgh.—TC received inquiry {rom firm fer 
site of about five acres for large bakery —-TC approve 
revised estimates £14.100 for proposed Park-rd 9 
division scheme. MoT expected to #pprove WOrK 
Draft working drawings being prepared for proposes 


maternity and child welfare centre st Thorntree, for 
7c. 


Middlesbrough.—-New church pro (pykes Bower 


ee cost tg og a S 
uendon-court, endon, Essex. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—G. H. B. (my & —. 
Camden-st., North Shields, to be 4 nted arcaitect 
by EC for new prim, sch. on Mo 1 cata, ran 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Reg. Hosp Bré. B salt 
commence shortly on extension s a * PK 
Gen. Hospital, cost £229,000. Boros i 


stle 


vCa 


Knighton, *‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Hous 







approvec 


£280,000 saheme for erection of - ree-storey 
at Kenton North. ton’ erectie® 
North Riding.—CC to piace « hs H ! 
of ambulance garage at Hawes ans by #% 
Knowles, Cty. A, Northallerton. Co. Ld 
Otley.—UDC to invite George “’ & os Pa 
to submit tender for 50 ‘‘ No Fins easy, * house" 
2, Section B, of Western-la. estate ther 
proposed in 1954 = fhm, 10 8 


Pendlebury.—NCB propose ¢xP: 


sed at Salters- § 
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velop new colliery; £244,385 on reorganisation of 
Astley Green Colliery. ‘ : 
Pearith.—Mi'k Marketing Brd., Thames Ditton, 


Surrey, to construct laboratory at Penrith, and have 
prepared own plans.—W. Lancaster, 18, Carleton-dr., 
architect for proposed petrol service stn. and car show- 
rooms, for Ross Motors. 

Queensbury and Shelf.—UDC propose 40 houses on 
Cockhill estate Shelf. 

Redear.—Contracts expected to be let for 125 houses 
juring 1954 by TC. BE, R. Hilton. 

Rowley Regis.-TC approved plans:—Storage build- 
ing at Station-rd., Old Hill, for W. L. Duckworth & 
Co., Ltd.; office and extensions at Hainge-rd., Tivi- 
dale, for S. W. Baker; car showrooms at Station-rd., 
Old Hill, for Arthur Brooks Cars, Ltd.; rebuilding 
f premises destroyed by fire for Staffs Concrete Co., 
Ltd.; adaptations to restaurant to form new offices at 


134, High-st., Cradley Heath, for Cradley Heath 
Building Soc 
Salford._-EC recommended appointment of Poole & 


Dick, F/ARICS, 7, Brazennose-st., Manchester, as 
quantity surveyors for proposed Ordsall sec. mod. sch. 

Scarborough.—Baker & Clark, York-pl., architects 
for alterations to *‘ Ramshill Hotel,’’ for Scarborough 


and Whitby Breweries, Ltd.—G. Wright & Son, 
builders, propose nine flats in Weydale-ave.—W. 
Rowntree & Sons, Westborough, to erect garage and 


filling stn. at York-pl. and Brunswick-ter.—Tenders to 
be considered by TC for erection of bungalows at 
North Bay to replace those damaged by storms. 
Sedgley.-LUDC approved plans for 23 flats at 
Gibbons Hill-rd. site, also draft layout for 208 houses 
at Cricket Meadow site. 

Sheffield.—-New store for Roberts Bros., drapers, on 
Moor, Sheffield. Plans approved by City C. 
Shipley.—-UDC approved plans by CC for police 
HQ and seven houses at Manor-la. 
Shrewsbury.—Corp. considering construction of new 
cattle market and abattoir, est. cost £102,000. 
Smethwick.—-TC propose civil defence control centre 
- Sepemment of proposed extension to Council Offices, 
£3,8)/ est 

South Shields.—-BE, John Reid, to prepare plans for 
clinic in Boldon-la.—During 1954 TC intends build- 
ing another children’s home.—J. M. Angus, Lovaine- 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared further plans for 
proposed club in Green-la. for Simonside Workmen’s 
Clus.-TC to support application by Newcastle 
Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
building licence for erection of new licensed premises 
to replace ‘* Beehive Hotel ’’ in Wellington-st.—Corp 
Parks and Cemeteries Com. recommend provision of 
crematorium at Simonside. 


_Spennymoor.—UDC to build 42 houses at Byers 
Seared Council A, G. Gray, Camden-st., North 
ields. 


Stafls.—Governors of North Staffs Tech. Col. pro- 
pose extensions in 1954/5 programme, £232,000 est. 
_ Stalybridge.—BC to prepare plans for block of four 
houses at corner of Forester-st. and Kay-st. Archi- 
tects, Howard & Benson, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester. 
Standish-with-Lanetree.—UDC approved plans, 
medical centre at Victoria Colliery and pithead baths 
at Robin Hill Drift Mine, for NCB. 
Tynemouth.—-Whitley Bay and Tynemouth Self- 
Building Assoc. to erect eight houses in Lorton-ave., 
Marden, to plans by G. L. Wood, Northumberland- 
3q., North Shields —TC approved in principle erection 
of 80 houses at Murton Grange. Land also available 
for 82 houses on Ridges estate and on scattered bombed 
‘ite, 220 at Chirton Grange and 120 at New York. 
Peding M. O’herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North 
Nelids 

Upbolland.—-UDC approved additional classrooms 
at Upholiand Village mixed sch. 

Wakefield.-TC propose residential nursery at Sandal 
Hall estate, £37,000 est. 

_ Whitley Bay.—-UDC to begin work on reconstruc- 
ion of Hill Heads depot.—Castles, Ltd., builders, 
Whitley Bay, to erect bungalows on Brier Dene Estate. 
Wigan._RDC approved layout for 24 houses and 
flats at Mossy Lea. Wrightington. 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 
' Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


§ Denote accepted subject to modification. 
€ Denot. accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Atcham.-30 houses at Cressage, for RDC: *G. R. 
Jones, Westlands-rd., Copthorne, Shrewsbury, £41,450. 
“8 houses and 18 bungalows at Minsterley: *W. Hig- 
fey & Son, 8, Pride Hill-chbrs., Shrewsbury, £60,339. 
Six house: and three bungalows at Cross Houses: *F. 
Galliers, Over Yon, Hafren-rd., Shrewsbury, £12,584. 


Banffsh ire.—Plans prepared for scheme of 50 houses 
to be érected oe Buckpool: *The Weir Housing Corp.., 
iid. C vatbridge. 

a barastple.—Seven houses at Bratton Fleming, for 
DC. A.J. Dennis, $, Red House, Castle-st. Quan- 


Utes by John W. Gates, Bridgwater:— 


Wm. Senders & Son, South Molton (houses) £12,993 
. (site works) 1,459 
C. Wiliams & Sons (Pilton), Ltd., Barn- 
Staple (houses) |. i 11,156 
A ‘orman (Combe Martin), Ltd. (houses) 11,078 
: (site works) 1,192 
W. H. Skinner, Braunton (houses) 10,471 
(site works) 1,417 
L. Symons & Son, Newton Tracey (houses) 10,326 
(site works) 98 
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*E. C. Bradley & Sons, Iron Mills, Braunton 


(houses) ie 10,131 
i (site works) 1,038 
Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of six houses on 
vacant site on the Roseberry-rd. estate. for UDC: 


*C. J. Boyd, Ltd., Emmerson-st., Middlesbrough. 
Birmingham.—Erection of new schs.. 


mod. at City-rd., Edgbaston: *C. Green & Sons, 
Ltd., Monument-rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham. Jun. 
at Ashville-ave., Castle Bromwich: *Thos. Lowe & 


Sons, Ltd., Grenville-bidgs., Cherry-st., £38,686. 

Bishop Auckland.—-Work is proceeding on the con- 
struction of a £160,000 bakery in Tindale-cres., for 
Bishop Auckland Co-op. Society, Ltd. Architects, 
CWS Architects’ Dept.. 90, Westmorland-rd.. New- 
ee *Direct Labour by Society’s Building 

ept. 

Blyth.—-Factory extensions for Town Tailors, Ltd., 
Mabgate, Leeds 9. Plans by H. W. Burton, Com- 
pany’s Staff A: *J. R. Rutherford & Sons, Jesmond- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £20,000. 

Brackley.—25 ** Gregory ’’ type houses at Manor-rd. 
estate, for TC: *F. A. Hedges, Syresham, Brackley, 
£33,300. 

Buxton.—22 houses at Victoria Park estate. for TC: 
*H. Jones (Heaton Chapel), Ltd., 22, Hulme-rd., 
Heaton Chapel, Manchester. 

Cannock.—ia) 48 houses at Site No. i7d, Old Fallow 
estate: (b) 85 dwellings off Foster-ave.; (c) 28 bunga- 
lows at site No. 50, Southbourne-ave.; (d) 28 dwell- 


ings at site No. 64, Laburnum-ave. H. Wilcox, 
ARIBA, High Green, Cannock: *Lewis Bros. (Wed- 
nesfield), Ltd., Blackhalve-la., Wednesfield, Staffs, 
£241,237. 

Chester-le-Street.—{a) 86 houses at Polton; (b) 37 
houses at Storeaton. F. Bowman, ARIBA, Estate 
Office, Gt. North-rd., Birtley. *J. Berriman, Ltd., 


Fence Houses, Co. Durham, (a) £122,428: (b) £53,962. 

Chorley.—Erection of new RC Church at Gillibrand 
Park: *3. /, Lee, Ltd., Yarrow-rd., Chorley, 
£10,000 est. 

Crook.—Erection of 100 houses on the Wheatbottom 
housing site, for UDC. Architects, Page. Son & Hill, 
75, King-st., South Shields: *R. G. Finlay, Ltd., 
Ryhope,. Sunderland. 

Dronfield.—Block of 12 flats at Scarsdale-rd., for 
UDC: *W. Redmile & Sons, Ltd., 118, Alderson-rd., 
Sheffield 2. 

Durham.—Erection of 20 flats on the Framwelligate 
Moor site, for City C. J. W. Green, City E: *Wilhiam 
Norman, West-la., Chester-le-Street. 

Essex.—Erection of Hare-st. cty. sch.. in the area 
of Harlow New Town, for EC: *C. S. Foster & Sons, 
Ltd., Loughton, £77,986. 

Felling (Co. Durham):—Factory and garage, Abbots- 
ford-rd., for the Stoneygate Flooring Co., Ltd. Archi- 
tect, M. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Direct Labour. 

Fifeshire.—Erection of the new Kirkcaldy high sch., 
for CC. Robert S. Lawrie (A), architect, County-blidgs., 
St. Catherine’s-st., Cupar, and Weymssfield, Kirk- 
caldy. Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*Waltings, Ltd., London, EC4. Reinforced concrete 
and allied works: *Richard Costain, London, SWI. 
Heating engineering, installation and allied works: 
*The Underhill Heating Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow. 

Gateshead.—Erection 
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Team Valley estate, for R. Hirst & Co., Lid. Archi- 
tects, Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate Grange, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

—Renfrewshire CC has accepted tenders 
from the undernoted contractors for the specified works 
for the new public prim. sch. at the Larkfield i 
site. Will B. Wright & Kirkwood (F&A), architects, 
Carlton House, Biythswood-sq., Gi . Excavation, 
brick, building and allied works: ; nal Y. Keenie, 
Ltd., Johnstone. Asphalting and allied work: *The 
Val de Travers Asphalt Paving™Co., Ltd., Gl ; 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *William S. Tar- 
bert, Ltd., Gourock. Steel windows, casements and 
allied works: *Metal Casements, Ltd., Walsall, Stafford- 
shire. Glazing and allied works: *Grieve Graham & 
Co., Ltd., Greenock. External cement and allied 
works: *James Bertram & Son, Ltd., Port Glasgow. 
Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied works: 
*Archibald Low & Co., Ltd., Partick, Glasgow. 
Plaster, lathing, floor finishing and allied works: *D. S. 
Lang, Ltd., Paisley. Electrical fittings, installation 
and allied works: *Hurry Bros., Ltd., Greenock. Tile, 
terrazzo and allied works: *Toffolo, Jackson & Co., 
Ltd.. Glasgow. Heating engineering, installation and 
allied works: *John Kerr & William Kerr (Heating 
Engineers), Ltd., Greenock. Painting, decorating and 
allied work: *J. M. Graham, Ltd., Dumbarton. 

Grimsby.—Erection of a new police stn.: *F. A. 
Would, Ltd., Grimsby, £25,347 (subject to Home Office 
approval). 

Hexham.—Erection of 60 houses for UDC. s, 
W. A. Hancocks: *Gregory Housing, Ltd., Worthing. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Erection of 30 bungalows at Prim- 
rose Hill, for TC. BE, H. W. T. Perkins: *Direct 
Labour, £26,100. 

Leek.—40 flats at Haregate estate, for UDC: *Tids- 


“well Bros., Ltd., Basford, Stoke-on-Trent. 


London (British Railways).—The following contracts 
have been placed by British Railways (London Mid- 
land Region). New gable wall and grain hoppers for 
the Docks & Inland Waterways Board at Barrow, 
Devonshire Dock grain warehouse, *Edward Wood 
& Sons, Ltd., Park-st., Derby. Construction of a 
reinforced dock wall, extension at Block *‘ B’’ of the 
grain warehouse and of independent sponsons at 
Barrow, Devonshire Dock, *Wellerman Bros., Ltd., 
Dun-st., Sheffield. Reconstruction of the retaining 
wall at Bolton (Great Moor-st.) passenger station. *J. 
Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), Ltd., Fairclough-st., 
Bolton. Renewal of the roof coverings with patent 
glazing at Monument-la. carriage sheds, *Mellowes 
& Co., Ltd., Corporation-st., Sheffield. Patent 
glazing at the electric locomotive shed at Reddish, 
*Henry Hope & Sons, Ltd., S$ , Birmingham. 
General building work for the néw machine shop and 
stores at Leicester motive power depot, *Edward 
Wood & Sons, Ltd., 70, Park-st., Derby. Patent 
glazing for the reconstruction of No. 1 engine shed 
roof at Wellingborough motive power depot, *The 
British Challenge Glazing Co., 14/18, High-st., Strat- 
ford, London, EIS. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 

External redecorations and irs at Hampstead 
Police Station: *Geo. Butters & Ss, £1,295. Exter- 
nal repairs, etc., at Wembley Police Station: *A. H. W. 
Todman & Son, Ltd., £846. External painting and re- 
pairs, partial internal redecorations at Wealdstone 
Police Station: *A. H. W. Todman & Son, Ltd., 
£656. External painting and repairs at Finchley Police 
Station: *J. W. Cooper & Sons, £688. 

€Lendon (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended October 22:— 

London: 1 and 2, Prudential-bidgs., EC1, Internal 
decorations, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 141, 
Uxbridge-rd., W12. Durham: Head Post Office and 
TE, Russell-st., South Shields, Alterations and addi- 
tions, Tom Swan (North Shields), Ltd., Newcastle- 
st., North Shields. Hampshire: HPO, Criterion 
Arcade, Bournemouth, Rebuilding defective wr 
W. Hayward & Son (Bournemouth), Lid., L 
Holdenhurst-rd., Bournemouth. Suffolk: MNI, 
Grand Hotel, Lowestoft, Adaptations, Williamson & 
Millichamp. Ltd., Leicester-rd., Gorleston-on-Sea, 
Norfolk. Yorkshire: Branch Post Office, Grange-rd., 
Middlesbrough, Alterations and extensions, Plaxtons 
(Scarborough), Ltd., Castle Works, Seamer-rd., 
Scarborough. 

€London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended October 31:— 


Cumberland: Floor renewal, James Millar & Sons, 
Carlisle. Yorkshire: Building work, Ernest Hunter 
(Scarborough), Ltd., Scarborough; Miscellaneous, 


Arthur Sanderson (Builders), Ltd., Hull. Cumber- 
land: Building work, The Building and Repairs Co., 
Carlisle. Lancashire: Building, J. Gerrard & Sons, 
Ltd., Swinton. Shropshire: ilding work, M. A. 
Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., Wolverhampton. Mid- 
lothian: Painting, Neil Nicholson & Co., Kirkcaldy. 
Essex: Painting. George Jones & Son (Contractors), 
Ltd., London, WS. Kirkcudbrightshire: Road re- 
pairs, Scottish Tarmacadam & Asphalte Co., Ltd., 


Glasgow. 

Saenabaster.— Erection of seven houses (Contract 
160G) and four houses (Contract 182D) at Peel Hall, 
Wythenshawe estate, and five maisonettes and five 
flats at Hillside estate, Blackley, for TC: *Direct 
Labour. 

Mansfield.—Erection of dwellings and shops at Lady- 
brook estate, for BC:—60 houses: *Adam Eastwood & 
Sons, Ltd., Burns-la., Warsop, £73,687. Six shops 
= ag *J. Searson, Ltd., The Maltings, Langwith, 
£25,362. 

Martley.—14 houses at Great Witley, for RDC: 
tae Property Co., Ltd., Langley, or. Birmingham, 
£17,677. 

Middlesbrough.—Construction of branch library at 
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Thorntr 
bidgs.: *Premier Dwellings (Cleveland), Ltd., Albert- 





768 


rd., Middlesbrough, £10,990. 





ee, for TC. BE, J. A. Kenyon, Municipal- 

















UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





THE 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 





will welcome your visit to 


STAND 432 


(in the Grand Hall Gallery) 
DURING THE 


BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


at OLYMPIA 
NOVEMBER 18-DECEMBER 2 





26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘' EFEMBE, Holb., London.” 
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THE BUILDER 


Middlesbrough.—Erection of 96 houses on the Park 
End housing site, for TC. BE, J. A. Kenyon, Muni- 
cipal-bidgs.: *Middlesbrough & District Building 
Trades’ Association, £129,878 (revised tender). 

Morecambe.—Dwellings at Branksome-dr. estate, 
for BC:—Four houses and six flats: tA. Collins & 
Co., Ltd. Nine houses and four flats: tHeysham 
Building Co., Ltd., Middleton-rd., Heysham. Seven 
houses and four flats: TE. Webster & Co., Ltd., 28, 
Thornton-dr. 11 houses and six flats: [Wm. Huddles- 
ton & Sons, Ltd., Back Sefton-rd. 

New Mills.—131 houses at Diglands estate, for 
UDC: *Vessey Bros., Ltd., Marple, £173,582. 

Nottingham.—Erection of Greenwood sec. sch. for 
boys at Sneinton, for EC: *W. J. Simms, Son & 
Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham. Erection of maternity and 
child health centre at junction of Kingston-rd. and 
Beaumont-rd., Sneinton, for TC: *W. Moss & Sons. 
Ltd., Queen’s-rd., Loughborough, £18,291. 

Oakham.—New CoE sch., for Rutland “CC: *J. § 
Clark, £27,998. 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).——-Work has started on a new 
factory of 75,000 sq ft., for J. Ambler & Sons, Ltd., 
a Bradford woollen firm. Architect, William Holford, 
80, Bedford-st. South, Liverpool: *Bovis, Ltd.. London. 

Preston.—Modernising of 10 aged miners’ homes at 
Preston, North Shields. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 
1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. *Graham & 
Mansworth, Denton, Lemington-on-Tyne. 

Prudhoe (Northumberland).—Rebuilding of Mick- 
ley Miners’ Welfare Institute: *F. J. Hepple, Ltd.. 
Dunn-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Runcorna.—42 maisonettes and flats at Town Hall 
estate, for UDC: *W. E. Jones (Contractors), Ltd., 
£59,426. 

Seisdon.—120 houses at White Hill, for UDC: *J. 
Webb & Co., Ltd., Coseley. 

Shilbottle.——-Modernising eight aged miners’ homes 
at Shilbottle. Architects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Col- 
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SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOOR 


inspect ene that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savey House, 115/116. Strand. Leaden, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 




















Boyle's -2rs.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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lingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. Pickering 

Felton, Northumberland. - Pickering & Son, 
Shoreditch.—Erection of Blocks 7. 8.9 a 

the Wenlock Barn estate, for BC: tWalter Leman 

eid estate, for ° alt awrence & 
wee yy er Lawrence & Son, 
ba ! Erection of 168  three- 

houses at Simonside, for TC. BE, Joha aa Swat 

Leech, Ltd., Claytow-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £150.27 
Stalybridge.—104 houses at Copley estate, for BC 

*Dean & Whipp, Ltd., Clarendon-rd., Hyde, £136,378 
Stoke Newington.—Erection of 50 dwellings on the 

Milton-gdns,. extension site, for BC: *Walter Fane 

& Son, Lid., 31, Sun-st., BC2, £94,546. 


Upholiand.—16 flats at Alma Hill site. for 
*Mr. L. Dickinson, Upholland, £17,215” °” UPC 
“ Wellington.—229 houses at Hadley, for RDC 
Towers Wilson & Co., Woodthorne-rd., Tettenhal! 


bat mas ton. 

itley Bay.—Erection of 20 houses at Hill 5 
for UDC. E. Roberts, S: *William Leech Lay 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £25,844 efit 
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LONDON, W.2 PADdington 706 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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